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I van de Synode val' Thc Pree P.pfoTl'led Churches cf 
Aust11'alia? . 
gehoudelT te Albany l1'J.J 5 .. 8 (Tal1.UCLrf 1959 

1::: 

AvO'ndz-itttng 

A:rrl:!ikel 1 
·-------ÓPENING. 

== ;::: ::: ::: 

Nar:r.e:l!S do roepern:dc Kell'k van Launcestoll opent Rev/~"G~-Vian Rongen 
de weJl'gndeJI'ing. Hij leest Psnlm 46 ~ la8.:~ zil"ilgen Psalm 46: 2,,3 
eIT gaCLt voo'r jin gel:red. 

Artikel 2 
OPENlJi! G0WüüRD. 

Ira. zijrr open:lirrgswoordlrvept Rey. (i.. van Rongen de afgeV8.8.rdig­
deN een hartelijk wclk"CJm tUGe u±t hot fett dnt d:ii:t de dcrdo 
Synode warn de Austrnlfsehe Kerken is, constatoerl de spreker 
dn.t de samenlovingswil orromstoteltjk a8.l1wezig i8" Sinds de 
vortge Synode vara:, 1956 hel:rben mch eroge vr8lmnde:dngen V'OOJl'­

geàné'.D iJJl' ons ke1~kelj!jID leven. Dcz.'Ü ve:rrande:n:rcgcn olijkel1 
uit de volgendo feit mI: de sCLmenstelling w.n de Symodc oostaat 
nU uit 2 predikmrton cm 4 c'.J.dGJrlivrgon, tn tegelITStelltng, mot 
de vorige Synode, waar 3 Tj,CLn elke kwal:hte:ii.t verlegonwooTdigd' 
wa:mll. D:i1t vindt rrnmeli jk zijm aorz.&'l.k h:iielJ'il"il 9 dat Rev. Pels 
van Armadale tnmiàd'els WCQJ1'" l1D.n1J Ned~erland :iis teruggekeord. 
Het ao.l1lto.l pnedikanten dat op dit moment in AustrolHl o.anwc­
zig is, bedJi'ao:gt weer 3, daRr dOe KelJ'k van Utrecht-No W. Rüv'~ 

Rlok als leenpredïkant voor do duur mn Gem half jan]? ao.nf' A":J1:'­

mndo.lo heeft afg,estWlno DaGr lao.tstgem(D',emdo predtlmrr1; C::iDk tel!'" 
Synrodc aalilWez.:iig is ~ waTert het door do spJrekex rrutti:'S geacht~ 
CJok voor hem een functie te creÉlrcn. Doo'r het vwgV1alleN v:o.n 
de Kerk te Wollongong :iis het aantal Kerkerr wlJ'illil1ldero to>t 3. 
De Kel?k te Meloourne, d:ii.e geirrstituccJIà' w8Fd, tussen él."ez;o on 

, d'e vonigo Synode, is ilillIlà.ddels weenr vOlJ'dweYtICin eN bestaat nog 
als een li'est. 
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Mot behulp van' Griekse wODLr'dcnbooken wa:ràt door.' de sprc ker 
met gerefa.rmoerdc ha:rrdneTdtighoid aangotoo:ru:d 7 dat de opmoTI~ciing 

vam' eon predïkant in NederlmiId, als ZQU do wejidso n:J.flill "Sy­
nodc" VO<'lJr zulk een vOFgaàering éÜS deZ'e in: twijfol moeten 
wC:!I7den getroklren, van elke grand OTrtbloot iso fut wij nu als 
Syrm:do (Sunodos) bijeen zijn is het rosulta8.t van ocn Chris­
tolijke lovenswandel~ van het zich bevinden cp "de VlOg dos 
HoeFenH (cnodos) .. Bij deze gODodon levenswandel wil do HOGJlC: 
o:ru:s houden. Hot concept--agendum getuigt gel'_lklcig niot 1 dCLt 
er O'V70F diB levensweg moeilijlrJlOdcm. ZlJll' in de vorm van 
lecrgosC;:hillon, maar dat wij s-:;DD.;a:de Q;P doze weg mogen spro­
lwn ovor dingcm die ems als gezamenlijko Korlcon bezighou~cm. 
Tijdens het spreken zullcn wij deze enige, exlusiavo, wog in 
het (jog mo;cten houden,wat voo'Tal ook zal uitlccmen bij do 00-
li1.andoling wan het sch:rrijvcrr van de Roformed Churcheso 
Do HeoJJe make deze Synode getrouw cm te dfOen wat omschroven 
:is in do cJrcdcntio 'Ih ~ov;tm, in gebondenheid D-an het WODrd van 
God 1 onzo Bolijdenis on de K.O. 

Artikcl 3 
C~~~NTIBBRIEVEN. 

Do afgevaa:udigdon van Albnny zien de credontiobrieven na. 
Allo Ke:ukcn zijn wettig vertogenwoordigd,dü Kork van Arm<ida-
10 door 2 sOGundi. 
De volgende afgevaardigden zijn aQnwezïg: 

namens de Kerk te Albany:Rev.P.vanGurp en oud.P.v.d.Stcen; 
namens de Kerk te Armadale:oud.P.Bijl en oud.J.Zuidema; 
namens de Kerk te Launeeston: Rev. G. vanRongen en oud. W. Buist. 

De afgevaardigden v;an de Kerk te Armadale kregen, lJlijkens 
hun credentiebrieven1 een ilîlStructie mee. 

Artikel 4 -------
Jl:IOTIE:ItAMEN. 

In het mode~men worden gekozen: 
Rev. 
Rev. 
oud. 
oud. 

G. van Rongen, 
P.van Gurp 
iV.Buist, 
P.v.d.Steen1 

praesesi 
assessor 
Ie sCFiba; 
2e scriba. 

AJrtikel 5 
CONSTITUERING. 

De vengadoJring wordt geGonstituee~. 
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Do pro.oses constatocrd, op grond van de credentiebriGvcn,dat 
n.llo afgeva[lrdigdcn hul'l ümtemnirrg "E>ctuigen met do Drie For­
mulieren vnn Enighoid. 

Artikel 6 
--- ---·-ADVISI~UR. 

Do Synode besluit Rcv.Ll.J.C.Blok, tijdelijk te ArIlndale y tot 
ndviscur dor Synode te bonooPlen. 

Arlikol 7 
------IflJmKWIJZ:C;. 
De Synod,: stelt haetr werkwijze Vetst. Zij Zo.l vergQdcren: 
's morgens 9.30 - 12.30 uur; 
's rüddQgs 2.00 5.30 uur; 
I s avonds 7.00 - 10.00 uur. 

Artikel 0 
TEV~:G RJ\j\i. 

Do Synode besluit een telogr8.ill to zonden o.2.n de Generale ,Sy­
node van de zusterkerken in Nede:ITlQnd ter betoning VGXT mede­
leven en ter bemoediging. 

Artikel 9 
AGEEDUld VASTSTEl,I,ING. 

Het agendum wordt vastgesteld. Het luidt aldus: 
1. Opening van de vergadering door de praeses van de I'roepen-

de KOTJe" vün IJaunceston. 
2. Onderzoek van de credentiebriev.en. 
3. Verkiezir..g van het model'8,men. 
4. Constituering der Synode. 
5. VQststelling VQn het agendum der Synode. 
6. VQststelling van do w81'kwijze dey Synode. 
7.Beho.ndeling van ingekomen stukken: 
a.Voorstellen 

A. vnn de Kerk te Albany over de wijze van benoop volgens 
art. 31 K.O.; 

B.vQn dG Kerk te Launeeston over de vQststelling vun de 
Engelse tekst der K. O. ; 

C van de Kerk te Launeeston over het aanbevelen mn een 
florde VQn eredicmst fl ; 

D.vaN de Kerk te Launeeston over het aanvaarden va.n deilli­
turgische geschli'if-ton" van Do Gereformeerde Ke]'ken in 
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Nede:rrland VOl1l'r onze Kerken; 
E.,van de Keli'k te Launceston over het- aanbevelbn van ecn 

El1Jgels~ tekst voor gonoemde "li-liurgïsc]:lC geschriften" i 
F.van de Kerk te LaUl'rc-eston over- I'rijziging van artikel 1 b 

wan de ffHuishoudelijke Regelingfl; , _ 
G.varr' de Kerle te Launaeston over vas-~stellingvan lle!lwcli':=­

gebieden" voor de "aroeid onder de v<3rstrooiden"; 
H. van de Ke:uk te Launceston over de voortzotting van h~t 

Hvierstrooidenwe:rrk" en de wijz'o daarvan; 
I..wQ,rr, de KeIl:k te Launoeston ovcr de regeling v.an app}.robc-­

ren van beroepen; 
JQvan. de Kc:rrk te Launeeston over het advies naar a:rrtikc1 38 

K. O. bij insti tucTIingwara: Korken; 
K. van de Kerkte Launoeston OVOJ? de regeling van het adV'Ï­

semon naar d-e antikolen 761 77 en 79 K.O. in tucht z a -
Roni 

L .. wan do Km.de te l,[';",noes'con over a2ui1Vul1ing van vraag 3 -o'n-
cfe:rr Ir o. van do visi tatie-rogelL-itS met: "Wat doet de Kcp-­
lcerao.d om niouwc l1v;erstrooiing!l1 Lilet nama vanu:itt eigen 
gemem"-te, te voon:omen?!t i _ -

B.Schrïj'von v.. " n deputa'cen namens de Synode fund CE' 0 mg 
1951' waN de "Reformod' Chuli'cheG of AustJl'2.1ia ", d. d. 5 ~. no" 

, cember 1957i 
G. ev.:entuole andorre ir.gekolilen stukken. 

8. Bchandeling wan de instruoties. 
9. Beharrdeling wam de rapporten v:an: 
a. de a:uch iefb ow a:n'B l'l.d c Kerk (Arliladale); 
b. do Kerk dto bol8.st :lis met het toezioht op hot bewaren van-

hot arohiof (Albany); 
c. de Synod~quao8to:u; 
d. deputaten ad 8.rtt. 49 en 79 IC. o. ;, 
o. deputaten voo:r correspondentie met buitenlandse Kerken; 
ir. deputaten voo'r oorres::;Jondontie mot de Hoge Overheid i 
g.Kcrkvi.sit8.toren; 
lhdoputaten voo,r een Engels PSCLlter on de Engelse tokst van 

do Drie Fo:rmu1iercn van Enigheid; 
Lde Ke:ukon betreffonde haar"a:uBeid onder de V7ors:/:;rooidon"., 

10.Controle van de boeken on besoheiden van de' Synodc-quacs­
tOF? alsmede van de fin2noiele besoheiden van andere de­
putaats cmappen. 

11. Vaststolling van de peroentago-cïjfers vO(ryr do omslag van 
de Synode-kosten over de Kerken, 
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12. Bcmoenniil1lg Vi8.lilJ dcpufuton: 
Lî.. arcicfbovmJ1cndc Konk; 
h. Konk, die bcüast :DS mot hot t:o:c~jjcl1:t cmp de oowaJ1ing; wan 

het nl1chïefj 
Co Syrrode-qunstoJT; 
d. dopU'tntelll' o.d nl1t1:!~ 49 en 79 K.O .• j 
G" d"eputntolit' voor cor:rrospcmdOlrt:Ee l1Iiot lJu:iLtcrrlandsc KorrkOi1(; 
f~ dCputntolID voar cOX'J1espondcnt:iLe L:.ct de Hoge Ovorrheiid; 
g. Korkv.QsitntorüDi 
l1:~cvorrtue1e nndene Qeputnton. 

13. Ao.nwijzing ,mn do rcrepcndo K0li'k en 1'>of!J,l:iing "\Ca1! plnnts ElW 
tijd VOOT de eCl1stvo1gende SYèrodc., 

14. RondvnQ2g naar a~o41 K.O. 
15. Pe:csoo:rnu..ijke rondvJl'nag. 
16.Vnstste11irrg ~an do Acta. 
17. Vastste11irrrg van het pel'svorslag;. 
1B.Cerrsuur naali' antikeI 43 KoO.} zo nodiig. 
19.51uiting der Synodo. 

Artikel 10 ------
AFNIJKING V:AN HET AGENDUM. 

In wonband mot: de gIrotEl belarr~te11:iirJg; miLt do gemeente te 
AJBany wiijkt do Synode mn de vo}gord"e W8Il fuJet ngcmdtun affe> 

Artikel 11 . ~ . ' 

RAPPORTEN "VERSTROOIDENWERK" • 
·Do KorkoJit wnn .!II1'>any" Armadale en Launcest(lL)T b:ccngOlID :rn:ppawt 
wit o!Wer: haa:rr arboid" onder de :fum hun t([)oge"l,escm ge"!}d!odon wo­
nende ve:rrs1:!roo:hde 1'>~credors erro zU3t(nl's. 
Spoc:ii.aéü u:ht hot u:i:itvoorigj3 lJ'appo]7t- wan do KOlm: ~"'D.11C Lauri.'ccs;;· 

,tOlTI blijkt l'wt volGende. 
Ho'~ we:uk :iis zwamT eu tijdnoV81:K"l; wol on gaaR vaor è.c Kè:iik\170:rF-
10ër'onjvoldöendb opzicht en tu:c1::rt :lis onmogelijk; voo::chüu :(lio 
in venstroaliv.g go.2.n levon ligt êb g110Qi f.s"tlD anwllrolckirrgsltracht 
in New' Zealand nrr Sydney; do RefQJrmed Churches blijKen gl1'ate 
·Z'U.:iigkl~o.chtta he b bo~ door hn8.F propaganda, als of :iin Aust:mllio 
alles andors zou Z'ijl'll dan :iilil' NJd'Emland. 
Uit ·d€- "Bespreking 1Slijkt nog o. aQ het volgemdc: 
:Er±s: 'b:frj dn Gercforrmoend'e Emig:co.tiLo Stichting geon v:oo'rlt:eurr 
17-0 "Bespeuren b:iij het vorlonmlli van lJemiddelinK1 adv:4seron: on 
voürlicht-on:voor emignorün naar. "Bv. Canada bov.en Austnalie .. 
Alle lo,f is op zijn plo.oJs VOOT èU:Jzo sttchtino'jG 
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Rov'. mok: geeft de klacht v,arr de hoelt van Ronssen door 1 dat 
h'ij te v;eel algemmm beaGhouwingerr en: t·o wcinjjg conCJ1ct.o gc­
gcwems oven wenkgelegel1lhe:td orrtwalllgt. 
Het select.ex-em wan: gezinnen u±t Nede:rrland- zal u:iitel?st· mae:ii­
Jl:iljlt, z@ nïet: onu-:iLtwoerrbaar-, zijiTh. 
De Kenkenadem :iiru HoJ.larrd blijken vaak voor eon woldorrgen :!fe:iit 
gepJlaatst ite waimd err,als leden' ,crIstaarr met oen korte medede­
ling: dat ze gaan: ernigneren~ en' djjt d'ae:rru wlak VIOCJllT hun W1l't:rEk, 
als alles. al gGnege:n.d :li.s.Eerr KeJ1li:c1J1'aad' lt:an eJr dan n:iie-es meen 
aan dO.en. 

A:rrt:iiltel 12 
SCHORSING, 

De v;eJTgadenililg wond't:, geschorst Na dankzegging door hr. P. van 
den Steen. 

M O~ 1.' g 0 n z t t t :ii rr g ap 6 Januari. 

.AJ:rljjjTml 13 ._---_.-
COMITF'...r-GENERAAL, 

De Synode v,e:rrgadeJTt :iirr comtte-generaal. 

M i d dag z i -~ ti :ü. n g op 6 Jarmani. 

AntikeI 14 ------TELEGRAM. 
Do praeses herropent de VXlngadoI1ing,err laat· zingerr Psalm 124. 
Hij stelt voor het· volgende telegram naar de Geno:uale Synode~_ 
gehouden te Spaken:burg~-tc verzonden: flGelijktijdig ve:ugado­
TIendo Synode F-J1'ec Reform.ed CJiuxches of Australia B:iid-~ U Gods 
zegen teo OV,,-QJT UW werk: "tolJW,illc v.an Uw Korkorr on de Schrif-­
tuurrlijko oecumene.· W.Bu:ii8t~ scriba". 
Dit zal woacden ver2'lolirdon" 

Aanteken±IDg,niot Gehorende tot de Aata; 
U:iit een boric&t jin het Gerefdrmeerd GczïrrG1:>lad bleek da'c fret 
'wolgendo antwon'rd~t-clograrru Vü:uzondon wa:r.rd: 
"Synode Spakenburg weIITSt wede:uke:rrig U Gods Iiich-t on leidïng 
tno B:i.j. Uw arrbeiid. H:i:ij stelle Uw Kcrrkon: tot eon z:egEm V:'O<D1:IT 

haarr mmgewiirng .. Van' Èrugg0lll:'t praes,os; Veltman, s<n!:iibafle-
D:ii.t antwooxd;.,.tolegram is dOor do Synode millet Ol1l:tvaTIgorr. 

G. van R. 
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Artiltel 15 
-----M:cDEDELING:"~N OVER COMITE-GT!!NERAAL-ZITTING. 
De praeses deolt mede, dat lin comite-generaal-zitting enkele 
Eldviesvragen werden beantwoCJlrd, Kerkvisi tatierapporterr weR­
den uitgeblmcht, alsmed~e het I1apport van de deputatellI ad 
artt. 49 en 79 K. O. 

Antikel 16 
'-~-'--VfLTZ:S VAN BEROEP VOLGBNS ARTIICCY-, 31 K. O. 
:iot vQorstel van Albany kont in behandeling. Dit voorstel 
luidt: 
liDo Synode besluite: 
"Zolanlj er nog geen Clagses zlJn gevornd, ~al de wlJze van 
beroep volgens artilwl 31 K. O. als volgt geregeld zijn: 
L n) de Kerken zijn voor deze zaak v.erdeeld in twoe groepen: 

die in het Westen on die :tn het OQsten; 
b) de eeIlste mogelijkheid van beroep:is op de zusteIlkerk( en) 

van dezelfde groep als waartoe de klager behoort; de uit­
spraak van zulke zusterkerk(en) heeft de kracht v.an een 
Classis-uitspraak; 

c) tweede mogelijkheid van beroep is op do Kerken vun de 
andere groep; de u:iitspraak Vian deze Kerken heeft de 
kracht van een u:iitspra8.lc ener Particuliere Synode; 

d) derde rClocelijlcheid van beroep is op de S::/nCIde; 
2. Ieder die in beroep gaat is gehouden daarvan kern1is te go­

ven aan de seriba( e)der vergadering{ en)~. door welker uit­
spraak hij z~ch bezwaard acht; 

3. lede r bezwaarschrift d:iient:in drievoud te worden irrgedjjend", 
De Synode: besluit: 
"Zolang er rwg geen Classes zijn gewormd, zal de wijze mn 
l'Jeroep volgens artikel 31 I{. O. als volgt geregeld zijn: 
1. a) de eerste mogelijkheid van beroep is op do daartoe aaN­

gewezen zusterkerkj de uitspraak van deze Ke:rrk heeft de 
kracht van een Classis-uitspraak; 

1») tweede mogelijkheid van be!1oep is op de andel1'e zusterr­
kel1'k;deûitspraak van deze Kerk heeft de kracht vlam een 
uitspraak ener Particuliere Synode; 

c) derde mogelijkheid van beroep is op de Synode. 
2.leder die in Beroep gaat is gehouden daarvan kennis te ge­

ven aan de sc~iba der vellgadering, dooT welker uitspraak 
hij zich bezwaard acht. 

3. Ieder bezwnarschrift dient:in drievoud te worden ingediend. 
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4.0weldigens blijft u:iitenaand het in artikel 31 K. O. verder 
bepaalde van kracht. 

5. Voo!!:' de Kerk te Albany zal de~e zustel'kenlc die te Armadale 
zijn; Voor die te Armadale d:iLe te Launcestonj en voor die 
te Launeestom d:iie te Albany. 

ArtikeI 17 
ENGELSE TEKST KEmmNORDENING. 

De Kerrk te Launcoston stelt aan de Synode voor dat de~e do 
Engelse tekst van de Kerkenordening vaststelt. 
De Synode s~elt de Engelse tekst van do Kerkenordeni~~ VOOT­
loptg vast. De Nodenlandse tellist zal authentiek z~jn. Zie 
bi jIago derr Acta. 

AJTtiltel 18 
LI~URGISCHE GESCHRIFTEN. 

De Kerle te Launeeston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze uit­
spreke dat The Freo Reformed Churches of Austra:ria de "li_ 
turgische geschriften fl v;an De Gürref0Tmeonde KerkelIT' in Neder", 
land als de harre aar:rvaardbn. 
Deze geschriften zijn: Christelijke geueden, formulie:rr voor 
de dOQlp vam kindoren,fo:rrmuliOJT voaT de d00;p Vial'iI'volwasoerren, 
formullien woor het Heilig Avrondmaal, fol'!ilulic:rr voor de open­
bano belijdenis des, geloofs, formulier d-es, balTS of don- af­
s:m:±jdililg van de geJlQ.eente,f'ö:l1mul~e:u valT \'/,ederopneming vam af­
gesnedenen. in de gemecnte,fol'mulierr om te bcv-Bstigen do Die­
naren dOD, Woorde, fo:mnuliel" van bevestiging der ouderlingen 
en diakenen, formulier VO(]lr het bevestigen van huwolïjlcen. 
Do Synodo aanvaardt dit voorstel. 

Artikel 19 
------ENGELSE TEKST LITURGISCHE GESCHRIFTEN. 
De Kcr.'k te Launcestorf stelt aan do Synode voaT dat deze liF0r­

spreke: "De Synode beveelt aaru do Kerken voor haar Bngelsc 
dienst'en aan,gcbruik te maken van dè vertaling dor "liturgi­
sche geschriften" in de "PsaltalT Hymnal. Doctrinal Standards 
and Liturgy alf thc Chllistian Roformed Church n, 30 druk,Grand 
Rapids 1934 ; althans VOOi!:' zover het betreft de "Christian 
Prayors"? en: de "Form for the Baptism of Infants If, "Form fo:·r 
tho Baptism. of Adults", "Form for the Lord's Supper", "FOir'ill 
for ExcoIDmunication", "Forli1: fOJ? Readmission rr on' "Form for -tho 
011dination (or: Installation) of Ministers of God' s Word", ton 
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él8.DZicm.: Véln de IIForm faT tne public ConfessioD of Fai th 11, IIForm 
far Uro Confirclation alf the M8.:uried Stélte before thc Congre­
géltiom Q,f Christ", en do"FoTEl for the Ordination of Eldor s 
arrd Doacons" bcyoel t zij ao.n gebruik to maken van do fiJrmulie­
:uen die :in de 1Jijlélgen van de Acta dezer Synode zijn gegGverr". 
De Syncrde besluit: a2.n de Kerken a8.D :!te bevelen voor na8.r 
kerkdiemst:m in de Engelse taéü gebruikte maken w:m de vflrta·­
ling der "liturgische geschr:i2ftGIT"(zio art.18)in dG "l)salter 
Hymnal '! ~ met ui tzom18ring van de HForm for the Pu bI ic Confos­
sion of Faith", IIForm fG.[[' thc Confirwation of thc Married 
state beforo the congregc,tion of Christ" J on do "ForD for the 
Ordiantion of Elders 8.nd Deaconsl!jtcn aanzien "Ilan dezo laélt­
sten beveelt zij aan gebruik te maken van de formulieren die 
in dG bijl::lgon der Acta dczor Synodo zijn gogG"ven. 

Artikel 20 
-------Ï:nJZIGING HUI;JHOUD.nIJKE RI:;GE~,ING. 
De Kerk te Launceston stelt voor ilé.rtikol 1 b van de t-er Sy­
node Armadctle 1956 aangenomen "Huishoudelijko Regeling" aJs 
volgt te wijzigon: "De plélélts, W8.Qr dt:, Synod,-; gehouden zal 
worden, zal in de lIegel die zijn, waa:rr dG "roepende Kerk" ge-­
vestigd is !I. 
De Synode besluit het gedeelte b VQn dit artikel te lnten 
vervallen. 

Artikel 21 
VOORSTEL I VAN HET AG:8NDDr,l. 

Do Synode constateert dat hot vooT:3-Gcl onder I van het agen· 
c1um door de Kerk te Launeeston is teruggenomen. 

Artikel 22 
-,.~"----

lillVr:S TEN i'.JmZIEN VAN AR'2IKEL 38 K. O. 
De Kerk to Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze tri t­
tJp-:reke: 
!lDe Synode besluit inzake hot advies ton aanzien Vkln het uv;D'ilr 
hot eerst op opnieuw oprïchterrJ! van: de KcrkBJ1aad, volgens 
artikel 38 K. o. 1 dat dit advies? zolnng er geen Classes zijn 
gevormd, zal gegeven wOTdcn door de Kerk, binnen w8lker 
I!workge'biod voor de arboid onder de v8rstrooiden ll de te in­
stitueren Kork gelogon is.ln geval de bevestiging van de le­
den van de n:iLeuw op te richten KeJ-korac..d niet km f,onch±iedon 
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dooir een wettige ambtsdrager, zal vooraf- het advies van de 
zustcrke~ken geVTaagd worden,door wie de bevestiging zal ge­
schieden". 
De Syno.de aanvaalIdt dit v::oolrste1. 

Arlikd 23 
ADVIES IN TUCHTGrVALLEN NAlffi DE ARTT. 76,77,79 K. O. 

De Kerk te Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor,dht d"eze uit­
spreke: 
"De Synode besluit ten aanzien van advies in tuchtgeVi8.1Ien 
volgems de artt.76,77 en 79 K. O. : 
a.dat elke Kerk dit advies zal vnagen van de daartoe aange­

Vlezen zusterkerk, lilet dien velIstande dat in plaats van de 
in art. 79 gel10emde deputaten der Particuliere ,Synode ad 
art. 11 K. O. gevraagd zullen vlOrdE'.n de deputaten ad art. 49 
K. o. j 

b. voo,r de Kerk te Al bany zal deze zusterkerk die te Armadale 
zijn; voor die te Armadale die te Launcestonj eN voor dte 
te Launeeston die te Albanyj 

c.deze rregeling zal van kracht zijn totdat Classes zijn ge­
vormd". 

De Synoue aanvaardt dit voorstel. 

Artikel 24 
RAFrOR~rN INZAK .. "'] HET SYnODI~ARCIEF. 

De Synode neemt kennis van de rapporten van do archiofbor,r::.­
rende ICerk te Armadalo en van de Kerk te Albany ,die tOlJziCl1';~ 

hoeft op het arrchief. 
De Kerk te Armadale wordt gemachtigd een abonnement te nomen 
op"Una Sancta"voor het archief, vanwege de daarin voorkomen­
de kerkhistorische betekenis hebbende artikilen. 
Voorts zal de Kerk te Armadale zich een geschikte bergplaats 
in de V(Jlr'ill warr een kast mogen aanschaffen, voo'r het opbergen 
van het archief. 

A v CT n d zit tin g 6 Januari. 

Artikel 25 
HEROPENING. 

De praeses heropent de 1Jjergadering, en laat zingen Psalm 31: 1. 
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Artikel 26 
ORDE VAN D? ER"SDIENS:r:. 

De Kerk van Launcos-~on stelt aan de Synode vomr dat deze de 
volgende llorc1o v8.rlC'Tc eredienst" aam de Kerken: amr1'Jevele: 
Voor do norgendienst: Voor de middagdienst: 

VotUt:l VotUf;l 
Zegengroet Zegengrm:::t 
J\.ntwoordliod AntwooTdlied 
Vle-ëslezinG Belijdenis des gcloofs 
Anenlied Amonlied 
Geboet voor <fr'e opening des WooTds Gebed VOOT de opening des 
Schriftlezing Schriftlozing ('I/oords 
Prediking Prediking 
Alilenlied A1Uonliocl 
l'lledelingen van de KeTkeraad Mededelingen van de Kerko-
Dicmst der off8rande Dienst der offerande (raad 
Genccntezang 
Dienst der gebeden 
Slotzang 
Zegen 

GemeonteZelng 
Dienst dor gebeden 
Slotzang 
Zegen 

De Synode besluit, na geconstateord- te hebben dat het VOOl:C­

stel van Latmceston verworpen is, terug te komen op het daoT 
de Synode van 1954 beslotene, Acta art. 15~ inzake do orde 
van de erediiemst, en besluit voo,rlopig geen orde van de ere­
dtemst aan te bevelen. 

Artikel 27 
---lillBEID ONDI;R DE VERSTROOIDEN. 

De Kerk te Launeeston stelt voa.r, dat de Synode de Kerken 
advisere de "we:ustrooiden ll -1'l8.aronder -wenstaan worden al de­
genen die vanwege de afstand tussen bun woonplaats en de Ke:rrk 
jin wolk8r"werkb obied" zij wonen niet ter I~8rk leunnen kOt:l8n­
niet li1eer als leden in het kerkelijk :rregiister in te schrij­
wen, Baar mot h0IT c~rTIBspondcnt~e te onderhouden; err voorts 
besluite zij dat overigens het w.erlc zal wcycederr voo,rtgezet 
naar do "tOF Synode Arcl8.dale 1954 gOfiiaakte :rmgeling ,Acta. art. 
20". 
Do Synode~ kennis 
Kerk te Launcestoll 
overwogc:mde: 

gerrot:lGn lIebbende wan het'- vOffi'stel van de 
Ïlirzalte de arlJeid a:rldor de verstrooiden, 

J • dat al] een de Kc:dl"2 rac13n ±:'1 staat zi~n "1;.) boo0rdoh;il of 
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het z;jjch:iirrr werst:uoo)jiing begeven al GIf n:ii.et vt8rantwoO'rd 
is met h'et OllIg ap de bouw wam de Kerk des Heeren: 

2.dnti alleen de KerIte:rraden de bevoegdhe:iid hebben te besl:iis­
sen wie zij wel af niiet cmder hun opzicht zullen menen, 

besluiit: 
1. to:rrug ite komen op het dooir d 8 Synode van 1954, Acta art. 20 

sub.2 beslotene inzake het ambtelijk dienen "Wan de ver-­
st:rrooid6 brcoceders en zusters; 

2.gocn adv:iies te ge~en aan de Kerkeraden ov~r de kerkelijke 
positie van werstrooïden. 

Artikel 28 
PERSVBRSLAG. 

De aSSGSSOlri" leest het perswerslag voor. 

Artikel 29 
_._-SCHORSING. 

Ha het zingen Van Psalm 34 : 4 en dankgebed dooI' Rev,.Blok 
scl1cut'st rde praeses de wergadering. 

lVI 0 :rr g 0 n - e n I:l i d dag zit tin g 7 Januari. 

Artikel 30 
---COlvIITE-GENERAAL. 

De Synode vergadert im comi te-generaal. 

A v 0 n d zit tin g 7 Januari. 

Artikel 31 
HEROPENING. 

Depraeses heropent de wergad-ering, en laat zingen Psalm 98: 1. 

A:rrtikel 32 
-----MEDEDELIlJGEN OVER COMITE-GDNERAAL-ZITTING. 
De praeses deelt met, dat in coruite-zitting een gJl'aVmlenvah­
uit een del? Kerken is behandeld, Kerkvisitatierapporten zijn 
uitgeBracht, een doel van do rondvraag nnc,r artikel 41 K. O. 
is gehouden, en een vraag naar de institue:rring van Melbourne 
is beantwoord. 



- 13 -

Artikel 33 
SYNODS-QUAESTOR. 

Rapport word-t uitgeBracht door de afge\~aardigdeIll wan Arlilladale 
aamgaal1l:dc de boeken en bescheiden vam de Synade-quaestoIr'~Al­
les werd in orde bewonden, De Synode-·quaestor wordt gedechmr­
geerde 

Artikel 34 
CORR-::;spmmnJTIE BUI'l'ENLANDS:8 KeRKEN. 

Het rapTlort wan deputaten voo:r co!rresponderrtie met buiten -
landse Kerlwn wordt voo-rgelezen. 
De Synode besluit: inzake de cOID"espondentie met de buiten­
landse Kerken, met de zusterkGrken in Nederland en Monte Alle­
gro te blijven corresporrdersll volgens de regels van "Kampen 
1951", en met de zust~'rkerkerr, in Zuid·-Afrika en Canada volgens 
"Homewood 1954" gewijzigd) zie Ac"ta l-l.rmadale 1956, art. 51-2. 
De Kerk van Hollarrdia heeft opgehouden te bestaan. 
Deputaten wOIrderr onder dank voor het verrichte vlOrrk gede­
chargeord. 

Artikel 35 
CORRESPONDENTIE HOGE OVERHEID. 

Rapport wordt ui tgeo-racht door een deputaat voor de COT1I'CSpOn­
der.rtie met de Hoge Overheid; ter tafel is tevens ecn korte 
samenvatting in het Engels van de Drie Formulieron van Enig­
heid, evel'ltuecl ten toezGudir:rg mm de Hoge Overhetd. Ondo:rJ' 
dank wordt rapnorteur gedechargeerd. 

Artikol 36 
ENGELSE PSAW'ER. 
ENGxiLSE TEKST DRIE FORIvfULIER8H VAN ENIGHI:iID. 

RapYlorl wordt uitgobracht door de deputaten voo'!.' ecn :8ngelse 
Psalter en de T:':ngels8 tekst van de Drie Formulieren wan I;n:ig­
heid. 
Bet1I'ef:fcm:de het voorgestelde dool' de depu"t3.ten ten aanzien 
van een Engelse Psalter, besluit do Synode dit voorstel te 
.aanv;aard cn. 
De Synode besluit: 
a ... opnieuw deputaten te bemoemen VOQ'r het samenstellen van 0[[. 

adv:isenen inzake een bundel p8almen en andcJi'€: liederen uit 
de Schrift in de Engelse taal, naar de richtlijnen on C0D­

c-lus"ies van de deputaten die tOF zalm door de S;)Trlode wan 



- JJ4 -

1956 waFell benoemd; 
oo<aam deze doputaten op te dragen: 

l .. z:Îlch in werbinding te stellen met deputaten die dooI!' de 
Synode Homewood - Carman 1958 van 2.'he Canadian Reformed 
cllurches tor zake zijn benoemd; 

2.-indien niet langs andere weg een werantwoord liedererrbO'elc 
verkregen wO'rdt,om te zion naar personen die in staat en 
bereid z:i;jn deel te nemen aan het in The Canadian Refor­
med Churcltes begonnen bori jining8werlc. 

3 •. de resultaten van dit werk terr spoedigste te toetsen en 
aan de Kerken het bruik1Ja:rre doo,r ite geven, zodat on:w ge-, 
moontel'll" daa:rrv:arr gebruik kunnon maken- voor haa:r:r kerkdien­
sten in de Engelse taal; 

4. van hun werk en bevindingen rapport te doen aan de vol­
gende Synode; 

c.den Kerken te adviseren de bestaande toestand voorlopig te 
continueren dO([j)r voo,rhands gè1Jruik te maken van de Psalm. -
bewerkingen uit do Psalter-Hymnal van de Christian Réformed 
Church in do U. S. A., welke gebaseerd' zijn op de Geneefse 
melodieEl~;, en deze aan te vullen of te vervangen door do 
bewerkingen' die onder b.3 zijn bedoeld, tenzij larrgs andere 
weg een verantwoorde! liederèrrbundol v:e:r.rlcregen wo'rdt. 

·Botreffonde het voorstel v.an de deputaten ten aanzion varr 
Drie Formulieren van Enigheid besltüit Cb Synodo aan, de Kerken 
voaT haar kepkdiensten in de Engelse taal aan -te bevelen de 
v;;ertaling wan de Drie Formulieren V.an Enighoid,zoals te virr­
den :L1l do "Fsal ter Hymnal. Doetrinal Standards and Liturgy of 
the Chr:tstian Refö,rmod- Chureh" ,30 druk 1934,Grand Rapids,to 
gebruiken totdat het mogelijk zal blijken een eigen uitgave 
van het Kerkboek in de Engelse taal te verzorgen, waarin eon 
betene vertaling opgenomen worde, of op andere wijze~ een 
botene v;;ertaling ter beschikking komt. 
De deputaten woxdon voo,r dit gew'iehtig werk dank gebracht cm 
gedechargeerd. 

Artikel 37 
"WERKGEBIEDEN If VERSTROOIDEN-ARBEID. 

De Kerk te Launceston stelt voor d-at de "werkgebieden" voor, 
de "arbeid ondol1' de verst.nooidon lf als volgt worden vastge-:­
steld: 
a.voo,r de Kerk van Albany: South Australia en hot zuidelijk 

deel van Western Australia -do verdeling van W. P.o. '\xast te 
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st-ellen :hn ov:erleg met de Kerk van AI1madaJlre; 
b.voor de Ke:rrk van A!!'madale: Queenslarrd, NortnernTer!!'itory, 

Aust:rralisch N:iieuw Guinea en het mrordelijk deel van Western 
. Aust!!'alia, - de verdeling van W. A. vast te stellen lin over­

leg met de Kerk van Albany; 
c.voor de Kerk van Laurrceston: Tasmania,New Zealand,Victoria 

en New South Wales. 
De Synode besluit bovengenoemd vOCl1rstel aan te Immen, met 
dien verstande dat de aangegeven verdeling van de gebieden 
alleen als richtlijn geldt. In voorkomende gevalIon zullen 
de betrokken Kerkeraden met elkaar in overleg treden. 

Artikel 38 
·-AANVULI.ING VISITATIE-REGELING. 

De Kerk te Launceston stelt voo.r vxaag 3 ondelY 11 c. van de 
visitatie--rmgeling aan te vullen met: "Wat duet de Kerkeraad 
om nieuwe "verstrooiing", met name vanuit eigen gemeente te 
voorkomen'? ". 
De Synode besluit de Kcrkvisitatie-:rregeling aan te vullen met 
de vraag: Ziet de Kerkeraad er op toe dat geen onverantwoorde 
vcnstrooiirrg plaats vindt? 

Artikel 39 
---------IN3TRUCTIE ARIVIADAL:8. 
Behandeld wordt de inrstructie die de KCTIk van ArruadaJ:e aam 
haGr afgevaardligdmmecgaf'. Ze luidt: De Kerkeraad ve:nzoe-irt 
de Synode voor haar deel te doen wat in haar -WOJJmogen ligt om 
to komen tot een Engolse vertaling van belangrijke Nede:rrland-­
se 'froekVlcrken~ die ons doo,r mannen Gade zijn nagelaten, en d"'iie 
van grote waa:ade zijn voor hot beter vOJ:l'staan ",an Schrift en 
belijdeni8. D:i_t work zal mcr-etel1. worden aang8vat in Gamenwer--­
king met andere Geref'orl'1lee:rrde Kc,:.'ken:in Engels-sprekende Ian-­
den. Ons verzoel~ ts, dat c~c Synode Ben ol'iof' concipierc on 
richt tot al onZ,3 Engels-sllrekende zustm"'kerke:r: ÏliI de wor,üd, 
wa2rin deze ke:rrhm vrerzocht worden hun financiels medewerking 
-Co willcm veTIlenon voor het Bovengenoemde verrtaalwoJ:l'k. Onze 
Raad is van oordeel, dat dOze saak van eminente Betekenis is 
voor de toekomst onzer Kerken,en dat het daarom,confol1lli ent, 
30K. o. zelm)T op do weg onzer Synode ligt in deze althans. een 
initiatief to onderncmen.On3G afgevaardigden ?'ullen deze in­
structio nader toelichton 28.n de hand van ecn brnef van de 
O:lderen--voreniging hier -'c',y I'~ '2'lt~0'7 \"~,:,r d'c Kc':,:,koraad zich 
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althans in groite lijnen achter- hooft- geplaatst. Mocht onze 
Synodo een ander initiatief prefereren boven het onze, dan 
zullen we ook dat graag ondersteunen, als het werk maan ge­
Beurt. 
De Syncroe stelt vast, dat, herewel dc Synode het grCJltc belang 
van deze zaak inziet, het niet op haar weg ligt :iirr deze zin 
Besluiten te nemen. 

Artikel 40 
SCHRIJVEN R'JFORNlED CHURCHES. 

De Synode besluit, na Bespreking, oen commissie te benoemen, 
om een concept-amwoord-schrijve;m aan de RefOl~med Churches 
op te stellen. Dit zal wOTden vooirgelezen jin de openba:ne 
avondzitting van Donderdag 8 Januari. 

Artikel 41 
SCHORSING. 

De assessor leest het persv~rslag Voor. 
De pracses schorst, na het laten zingen van Gezang 9:2,7, cn 
na dankgebed door br Buist, dc vergade:ning. 

!VI 0 II. gen zit tin g 8 Januari. 

Artikel 42 
-------COMITE-GENERAAL. 

De .synode vergadert in comite-generaal. 

A v 0 n d zit tin g 8 Januari. 

Artikel 43 
COMITE-GENBRAAIJo 

Do Synodo vergadeJTt in comi te-generaal. 

Artikel 44 
------ANTWOORD AAN DEPUTATEN REFORIvreD CHURCHE.s. 
Nadat de Synode in comite-generaal v811gadeJ:1'd heeft ter vast­
stelling van die gedeelten deR Acta, die op zittingon in co­
mite-generaal betrekking hebben, wOTdt in ópenbaiie zitting 
owergegaan tot het vaststellen van het antwoord aan dc depu­
tane, benoemd door dc Synode Dand G riong 1957 van The RefoTIIC' 
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chUrclies o:f Austrrnlio.. Besloten.I'Nordt dilt antwoord-·schrijven 
als bijlage bij do Acta te voegen. 

Artikel 45 
GRAVAN::X, TEGEN KERKDIENSTEN IN ENGELSE TAAL. 

Ingekomen ID e(m schrijven VHn br IN. Dekker te fuYSl'flter, wanrin 
hij bezwaron aonvoerl tegen het houden van kerkdiensten in 
de Engelse tan.l door de Kerken te Albnny on te Armadale. 
Inzoverre dit schrijven betrekking heeft op de Kerk te Albany 
wordt hot niet-ontvankelijk verklao.Ji'd. 
Voor het ovorige worden de bezr!8.rcn nfgewc:zem. 

Artikel 46 
--~- -- ~ - W.RCENTAGE~CIJFERSD 

DG pcrcent2gc-cijf'ers voor do omslag ViaD de Synode-kosten 
·over de rCerken worden vnstgesteld. Deze zullcm zijn: Alfi2ny 
247\ ArDl2..dale 55%, Launceston 21%. 

Artikel 47 .. _----_. . --- --
BENO:srvlING D~';PUTATElif. 

De volgende deputaten v/orden benoemd: 
Archiefbev-mrende Kerk: de Kerk te Armndale. 
Kerk, die belast is met het toezicht op do bewnring van het 
archief: de Kerk te Albnny. 

Synode-quaestor: J. Van der Ros, P. O. Lcgnna (Tas). 
Deputaten ad P.rtt. 49 en 79 K. 0.: de Dienaren des Woorde, C. 
Plug te Albany, J. van Leeuwen te Armadale, \'1. Buist te Laun­
ccston. 

Deputaten voor correspondentie wet buitenlandse Korken:J.van 
Dijk, P.de Snoo en J.de Vos te ArDladale, en de predikant 
van de Kerk te Armadale. 

Deputaten voor corTospondGntie met de Hoge Overheid.; de prac­
ses cm de scriba van elke Kerk. 

Kerkvisitatoren: de Dienaren des Woords. 
Deputaten Engelse Psalmberijming enz. en Engelse tekst Drie 
Formulieren \iun Enighoid: W. Kuiporr, Rev. G. van Rongen en J. 
Van der Ros, tG LauncGston. 

Consulent van de Kerk te Armadale: Rev. P.van Gurp. 

Artikel 48 
INSTRUCTIE DJ;PUTATBli CORR. BUITDili. KERKEN. 

De in3tructïe voor deputaten voor corFespondcntie met de bui-
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tenlandse Kerken wordt aldus vastgesteld: 
l.do COITcspondentie met dezusterlcerkcn in Nederland en rlót 

de Kerk te :Monte Allegro (Brazilie) te vo·oron· ovroreenltom­
stig het l)eslu±t van de Synode Kampen 1951 van De Gerefor­
meerde Ke17kèn in Ned'erland, Acta art. 105 , l)eslui t sub b; 

2.De cor:rwspondentio met do Zil1sterrkenken in Canada en Zuid:';" 
Afrika te voeren rma:rr de :rrichtlijnen wan de Synode Homewoud 
19 54 ~van: The Canadiian Reformed Churches, met dien verstande 
dat OVB17 v.ooTgenomen wijziging 0If uitbouw van belijdenis, 
K.O. en liturgie ondorlingove:rrleg plaats windt, in plaats 
vsn alleen maar infmrmatie; . 

3.a.ontvangst en benntwoording, indien nodig, van alle mis­
siven van 'Buitenlandse Kerken, dio do gezamenlijke Kol'<­
ken jm AustralH! oetreffen; 

b.mededeling van alles wat ter- kennis'van de Kerken moet 
worden gebracht; 

c.med-edeling arm de buitenlandse Kerken, met wie corresp:m­
dontt.e gehouden wordt, van de datum der eerstvolgende Sy­
node, 3 maanden voor het houden dier Synode; 

d.rapport aan de eerstvolgende Synode; 
e.twee exemplaren van do Acta te zenden aan de buitenland­

se kerken,met welke de Korken in corrrespondentie staan. 

Artikel 49 
INSTRUCTIE DEPUTATEN EIifGEI,SE TEKST 3 FORMULIEREN. 

De instructie van deputaten Engelse Psnlmberijming enz. wordt 
in v,erband met het eerder beslotene (Acta art. 36 ) uitgebreid 
met do opdracht dnt zij in verband met het e~entueGl ter be­
sGhikkingkomen van een betere vertaling van De Drie Formu­
lieren van Enigheid diligent 3ullen zijn. 

Artikel 50 
EERSTVOLGENDE SYNODE. 

Als roepende Kenk V00r de eerstvolgende Synode wordt aange­
wezen de Kerk te Albany. Ze zal gehouden worden te Albany, 
en aanvangen iu de eerste week Vian de mannd Januari J:961. 
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Artikel 52 
PERSOONLIJKE RO~TDVRAAG. 

Do persoDnlijke rondvrn3.g lo"Wcrt niets bijzonders op. 

Artikel 53 
-·------VASTSTELLING DER ACTA. 

Do Acta dCff Synodc worden vastgèsteld. 

Artikel 54 
------·-PER3VI:RSLAG. 

Hot persvorslag wordt vastgesteld. Besloten wordt; het ao.n te 
bieden rum Una 8:::mctCl. en aan het Goreforr.lCcrct Gozinsblad.Dit 
zal ook geschieden [;let de tekst van de brief ft8.n de Rcfolnlcd 
Curches of Australia. 

/I.rtikol 55 
II.RTrmL 43 K. o. 

CenSUllr narèr artik81 43 K. o. is niet nodig. 

A:atikcl 56 
---'-- _. - -SLUI'L'ING DER SYNODE. 

Do prne80fJ leest ~~f,)zo 4:1-6. 
DCto.rna spreekt hij oon Glotwoord,wélCè.J7in hij allereerst divor-
80 broeders cn zusters dank brengt voor het werk terwtllc: 
van oun (joodo gang van zaken verrichtn 
Hij s Lm:_G ook stil bij de a2.Iè\VCzlgheid vcm Rov. },';. ,T. C. BloL 
::JJc: advi.scèl.r. 
l.lc1.::'.rna ovm·ziet hij het v,-'.::rk dat gedm:.n is.Het stond in \<-0];'·­

band Illot do conGolidcr:ing V8..n hot kerkelijkG lovcn, Det or..z::; 
-posi tic in "A_ur;-~;:1'o.lie7 ook t::;n aEul1zien van anderen die zich 
:'.18 ko:cléCl1 des Hoeren aaL1diencn, en hall betrekking oj) het 
-',TOOrkOLlon Wln onViürmrGwoord "in de vcri.3trooiing" levenD 
Alles Dtorrd in vorband k1.ot de rocping doo,r hot Evangelie tot 
he-:~ geloof, W28.TWan I;f"Gze 4 Sl)reckt< We hebben allen de eno 
roeping ont-wangen. St88.n in do vreugde van hotllóön lichac.lil is 
het~6èl1 G08st~ó<'m Heore,c:6n doop, èön God en Vador ll • Do Ho­
Lielv3.2.rtsgaven in de arabtelijke dienst hebbon we in dat licht 
to zien. Van de dieBDt dm;, ambten hebbon wc lilogerr h0Tcn dat 
hij de gemoenten doet opwassen in Christus. God zcgeno ook hot 
W8l'k~ dat hier is gedél.~~n en r,KGm hnt ITlet CtC Kerken zo wcl,c1".t 
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ook: d'o@r onze arbeid een opwassen in Chrjjstus mag waTdon ge­
~onstateond~ Hij 1ato Zijn aanschijn oVcnU on Uw gem~enten 
lichten, en gewe vTede. . . 
De assessor dankt de praesea voóJr de le$d:iing der vergaderil'l"­
g~n. Hlij gaat op verzoek var'l. dCze v(WJrjindankzeggirrrg én ge.. 
lted,nadat gezongen ïs Pslam 90:9,wao..rna de praeses de Synode 
Albany 1959 voalr gesloten venk18.a:rrt~. 

Vastgesteld te Albany, 8 Januari 1959. 

w.g. Rev. G.van Rongen, praeses; 

W. Buist, Ie scriba; 

P.vI.d.Steen 2e scmba; 

Rev:~ P.van Gurp, assessoT; 

Rew. M. J. C. Blok, advd.seur; 

P. Bijl; 

J.Zuidema. 
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.!:J 12_ L ~ E_~:ilj Artikel 17 

CHURCH-ORJ)ER of The Free Reformed' Churches of Australia 

Article 1: 
Fair tho [:ninto..inance 01: goad order in the Church of Christ 
jJt is necessary that thGJrG should be offices, GS8ernblies, 
supervisiom. ot' doctrino, s..-:.crc.['lOnts and cerclacmies, and 
Christian disciplino; of which m2ttcrs the following c:cti­
cles tre3t in dtw order~ 

o f tho offices 
Ali-1;iclo 2: 

The offie os 2re of four kinds: Gf the oj_nisters orr: tllo IV airel, 
o'f the doctorcs? CY.f the elders 3nd of the dcaconG. 

Article 3: 
No one~ though he DO a doctol1, elder of deccan, sh311 be 
porL1i tt::lel to enter upon tho JJ.inis-Gry (')1f the Vlord and tho 
SQCrQBents without ho..ving been lawfully cCl.lles thereunto. 
i'.nd when any one does act contrary "theTIcto, and c'..fteT being 
froquently adF.lonished, does not cTcsis';:', tl'tC CJ'l.ssis sh::Lll 
judgo whother he is to be declm ed a schi31118.tic OT :DS to be 
punished in sonG o'Gher Hay. 

Article 4: 
The lawful c21ling of those Who have ITo,!; been previously iN' 
office, both im cities aNd in -~hc country ~ consists: 
Fil's"t, in tho I~ 1 e c t ion 'by tYle council cmd tho doa­
cons, precoding prGyors, w:iLth due obscrvcmce of tho regula­
tiorrs in.locGl usa or ost301ished by tiie cauncil foir' -thio 
purpoGo, arid of tho ccclesio.sticnl ordinnnce,thnt only tho~· 
08 co.n for the first time oe c8.11ed to tho flinistry of' tho 
Word who ho.yo Doon GXQrnrred proparatorily by the Classis in 
which they are liV1i1llg; amd furthcrnoTc :ill Churches vdith rao 
!cloro thGn one Inin.is-~er 8.1so w:iith tho Gd-wice of tho Classis 
or of the counoclor appoimecI for this purpose by tho Clns­
sis, whore th:iis hQS boen usual hi therio; 
Secondly, in the E x ani 1'[ a t i 0 ra DQ»th af doctrine 
8.nd life', . which sh211 oe conducted by the Clo.ssis, to which 
the call Elust De 8ubni tted for f1.ppro-wnl, and which sh311 
take plnce in th8 prcsonco of the dolcg3tes of tho Pn.rticu-
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Ian Synod' rnr some of' them; 
Thi:mUy, :iilID tho A P P n G' 1'r a t i 0' rr and approval lJy tho 
memBuns o~ tho calling Church,who~ the name 0£ the m~n:iiste:rr 
having Been armouncoa f'or two'SuGccssiv:e Sundays, rro lawf'ul 
o b j ect ian: aris es ; 
Finally, :lin tho public 0 r din 0. t i 0' IT in the presen:ce 
of the cong:rrogation,which shall take plnco with approptio.te 
stipulations and interrogations,ndmonitions and prayers nnd 
imposi tiorr of hands by -the of'ficinting ministe:r:'(and by other 
ministolls who cum pres ant ) , agroealHo to the f'brGl f'0l! that 
purposo. 

Article 5: 
IVlinjjstens already :iin tho luinistry of the Word, who o.J:m cal­
led to another congregation, shall, both in citios o.nd :lin 
the count:r:ry, be likewise callod in the o.f'orosaid Elannor by 
tho council and tfto deacons, with tho obse:rrvanco of tlia ro­
gulations,in local ase or made fur the purpose by the coun­
cil ~ and of' the garroTe.l ecclosic.stical ordinances f'or trw 
eligibility of'tfiose who havre served outside Tho Free Rof'or­
med Churcltcs o£ Australia and fo1" the :rropeated calling of' 
trw same r.linistoll during tfi:e sane vacancy; in Churches with 
no more than one minis-tor also with tho advice of' tho Cl8.s­
sis or of the counselor appointod for this purpose by tho 
Classis, where this has boenusual hitherto; and furthermo­
:rm in all Church,os with the approbation of tho Clnssis, to 
WhOf.l the af'oresaid Elinjjs-ters shall show good ecclesiat;tical 
testimonies of' doctrine and lifo, and with the approval of 
tho r,wmbers of' the calling congregation, when tho l'IflBO of' 
the minister havd.ng boen anmounced f'or two succossiv'o Sun­
days, no lawful abjection arises; whereupon tho called md.­
ntstor shall be installed with the appropriato stipUlations 
and prayers agreeable to' the f'orra fO'r this purpose. 

Article 6: ' 
NO' mtnister shall ~o at liborty to' sorve in institutions of' 
me:rrcy or atherwise, .. unless he be proviously aduittcd' in ac­
cordance with the preeeding articles, and he shall, nO' less 
than othors, be subject to the Church-Order. 

Article 7: 
No one shall be called to' therninistry af' the Ward, withaut 
his being stationed in a particular place,cxcopt he be sont 
to gather cangregations horeand there. 



Arlic]e 8: 
SchoiITJJmaster3, arrtisans and o~thcr poople Vlho' have not pur­
sued the regular course of s'~udy in preparation far the mi­
nistry of the Word'? shall no,t be admjjtted to the mirristry 
unless thene is ascmrancc of their exceptional gifts :godli­
nGss 9 humility, modesty, common senco, and discretion, and 
also gifts of public address. When such persons pres'ent 
themselves for the ministry, the Classis (if tho Particular 
Synode approve) shall f~rst oxamine them, and according to 
tlke result of tho examination, allow them to propose priva­
tely :lor some time, and furthur deal with them as it shall 
deom edifying, according to the general regulations of the 
Churches. 

Article 9: 
Novices 7 nass-priests, monks 1 and others who hav('l left some 
sect, shall not be adfilittod to the ministry:lin the Church 1 

unless with great carefulness and caution, after they have 
been well examined for some time. 

Article 10: 
A minister" once lawfully called" may not leave tho congre­
gation with which he is connected, to accept a call clsevrhe-­
re, \,1i thout the consent of -':;he council, togeth0.r ''lith the 
deacons, and knowledge on tho part of the Classis, likowise 
no other Church may recoivo him until DO has presented a 
proper centificate of dismission from the ChUrch and the 
Class~3 where he sorwcd. 

Article 11: 
On tho o-1;hol" hand, tho counCil, as repreSClTi:;ll1g the congre-

. gation shall also be bound to prcwide for the p:-oper support 
of its ministers and· shall not dismiss them, from service 
without knowlodge and apDrobation of tho Classis a:r:d of the 
delegates of tlie Partj_cular Synod. 

ArticJle 12: 
Since a minister of the Wm:,d,onco la\7fully callod as descri­
bed abo"Vic, is OO"c1~ld to the service of the Church for lifo,ho 
is not 'Lllowed to onter upon anotheJ:' state of' life~ OXCCP-I:; 

foI' great and weighty reasons 1 of which tho Classisshall 
talw cognizance and judge; which judgment tho Clc.~sis, sb,all 
nat express without knowledgo and. approbation of tho delega­
tes of tho Particular Synod. 

Article 13: 
MiniDters who by-reaGon of ago, siC'!{nc~:3:, a:;.' O-~~1Cl';7iBG" Gl'2 
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rendered incc.pable of performing the duties of their office? 
shall nevertheless retain the hono'r and title of a minister, 
and the Church which they hawe served shall provide honora­
bly faT them (likewise for the orphans and widows o,f minis­
teJ7s) • 

A:rrt:iJcle 14: 
If any minister, for the abovesaid or any other reason, is 
cwmpelled'to discontinue his sOJ1vice for a time,which shall 
not take place without the advice of the council, he shall 
nevertheless at all times be and JrBrnain subject to the call 
01' the congregation. 

Article ]5: 
NOi one shall be permitted, neglecting the ministry o,f his 
Church,or being without a fixed charge? to preach indiscri­
minately without tho consent and authority of ,Synod or Clas­
sis. Likewise, no one shall be permitted to preach aT admi­
nister the sacramentJ in ano~her Church without the consent 
of the council of that Church. 

Article 16: 
The office of the ministeF is to continue in prayer and in 
the ministry o~ the Word, to' dispense tho sacraments, to 
watch ower his brethren, tho elders and deacons, as well as 
tNo congregation, and finally, with tho elders, to exercise 
Church discipline and to see to it that everything is done 
decently and in good ordon. 

Article 17: 
Among tlie ministers @f tPte \'lord' equality shall be maintai.,.. 
ned with respect to tho duties of their offica and also in 
other matters as far as possible according to the judgment 
of' the council,arrd jjf necessary,of the Classis; which equa­
lity shall also be maintained in the case of tho elders and 
the deacons. 

Articrle 18: 
TPte office 0£ the doctores or professors of theology is to 
expound tho Holy Scripturo aNd to windicate sound doctrine 
against he1!esios and er:n-ors. 

Article 19: 
The Churches shall exert themselves, as far as necessary, 
that tPte:rre may lYe studonts 0I theology, who shall Ire SUPpOT"­
ted' by them. 

Article 20: 
Propositions may be instituted in Churchos, in which there 
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8.1'e persons who have, according to Article 8, been judgod 
competent to 'Do prep8.recf fb1r the ministry of' the Word, f011 
their- OWTir training. 

Ali'ticle 21: 
'I.'he councils shall seo tcy it everywhere? thC1t thore 80118 good 
schoolmasters, who do no~ only teach tho child110n r0ading~ 
vmi ting, languctges, and arts, but also instruct them tn god­
liness and in the Cate~hism. 

Article 22: 
The elders shall be chcrsen by tlTo judgment of' tho council 
clnd the de8.cons, 8.ccordi11lg to', the regul8.tions for that )Jur'­

poso in local use or est8.blishocT by tho council. In pursu8.n­
ce of theso regulations, ovony Church shall be 8.t libeTIty, 
iCwccy:roing to its circumstc:mccs, to give the lllemboJJ's 0 n oppor--

. tuni ty to direct attention to suitable persons, in ordeJT 
that tlle council may thereupon either presont t«J' the congre-

·gation for election as ronny elders 8.S a:rro needed, that they 
may, after they aro approved by it (unless any obstaclo 
arise)', be installed with public prayo11G and stjp'lci.to.tions; 
or present 8. doul)le numbe:rrto the congregation mId theroUpoN 
install the ono-half chosen by it, in the a:Doro8aid manner, 
ngreonbly to the .forlfr f017 this purpose. 

l'irticle 23: . 
The office of the eld em, in addition to Hhat WD.B s[,id in aX"­
ticle 16 to be their duty in COl1lrlOrr with the minist~r of the 
Word, is to take heod at the ministeJi'S, together with their 
fellow-olders mud tho doaeons , faithfully dischargo their 
office,and both before and af~er the Lord's Supper, as time 
and ci·rcumstances may domand, for the ed'ifico.tion of'the 
Churches, to visit tho families of the congrGgatio~, in orr-­
dey particularly to ~omfort and instruct the members and al­
so to exhort GthoC's in rospect to the Christian roligio\'l. 

Article 24: 
The deacons shall be chosen, appnoved, and iNstalled in tho 
same mannor as was stated conconning the eld(rs. 

ArtiC'le 25: 
The office peculimr to the deacons is d'iligently to collecrrt 
alms and' other CONtributions of chari ty, and af-t:er mutual 
coun~1cl, faithfully and diligently to distribute the same 
to the pOOlr as theirr needs may requi:rm it; to visit and 
comfmrrt the d-istnessed' and to) exercise care that tho alms 
are not misused; ~f whirrh they shall Rendon an account in 
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council, amd also (ii:f anyone desires to be present) to the 
congregation, at such a time as the council may see fit • 

.AJJticle 26: 
In places whene others are dev.oting themselves to the care 
of the poor, tbe deacons shall seek a mutual understanding 
with them to: the end that tlie alms may all the' better be 
distrubeted maong those who hawe greatest need". 

Article 27: 
The elders and deacons shall serve two or more years accor­
ding to local regulations, and a proportionate number shall 
retire each year.. The retiring officers shall be succeeded 
by othens unless tlie circumstances· and the profit of any 
ChuJ1ch, jjl1l' the execution of Articles 22 and 24, :r:render a 
re-election advisable. 

Arrticle 28: 
As the office of the Christian Magistrates is to behefi t the 
holy ministry of th, Gospel in all manners, to recoM~end it 
to' thei)? subJects by their example, amd to extend a helping 
hand to tho ministers, elders and deacons in case of any 
need, and to protect them by their good Ircgulation, so arc 
all ministers; elders amddeacons bound to impress upon ~he 
Whole congregation diligellEtly and sincorely the obedienco, 
lowe and reycrence, they owo the Magistrates; and shall all 
ecclesiastical persons set an example to the congregation 
in thiis matter, and sock to evoke and to preserve the 
favour of the I'i[agistrates tovrards the Churches by means of 
proper respect amd correspondence; to this end that, every 
one mutually doing his part. in the foarof the lJord, all 
suspicion and mistrust may be prevented, and good conrrort 
to tho wellbeing of the Churches may be maintained. 

Of theE c c 1 e s i a s tic a 1 As S 0 m b 1 i e s 
Article 29: 

Four kinds of eccrlesiastical assemblies shall be maintained: 
the council, the Classis, the Particular Synod, and the Ge­
neral Synod. 

Article 30: 
In these assemblies ecclesiastical matters only shall be 
transacted and that in an occlesiasiic8.l marmor. In major 
assemblies only such matters shall be dealt with as could 
not be finished jjn minor assemblies, or such as pe:rrtaill to 
the Churches of the major assembly in COl)1Dlon. 
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Article 31: 
If any one complains that he has been wronged by the decision 
of a minor assembly ~ he shall have the right- to appeal to 
a major ecclesiastical assembly" {lnd whatever nmy be igreed 
upon by a majority vote shall be considered settled and 
binding, unless it be proved to conflict with the Word of 
God or with the Articles, resolved in this General .synod, 
as long as those are not changed by another Gem;ral Synod. 

Article 32: 
The proceeding of all assemblies shall begin by calli n g 
upon tho no.Ele of God and be closed with tho.nksgiving. 

Article 33: 
~hose who are del GE.sated to the assemblies shall bring with 
them their credentials and instructions, signed by those 
sending them, and they shall have a vote tn all matters ex­
cept such as particularly concern their persons or ChuTches. 

Article 34: 
In all assemblies there shall De not only a president, but 
also a cle:uk -lD keol') a faithful record of' all important mat­
ters. 

Article 35: 
S::he office of tl'le p:residont is to state and explain the busi­
ness to be transacted, to see to it that everyone observ,e due 
ordor in speaking,to command the captious and those who are 
v'ohement in spenlcing that they Be silent; mud to properly 
discipline them if they refuse to listen. His office shall 
cease when the nssembly is dismissed. 

Article 36: 
The Classis has the same jurisdiction over tho council as 
tho Particular Synod has over the Class is and the Genera.l 
Synod over thE) Particular. 

Article 37~ 
In 0.11 Churches there sho.ll to a council composed of the mi-· 
nistry erf the Word and tho elders, vlho at least in larger 
congregations 1 shal1 1 as a rule, moet once a weok. The mlinis­
tor of the Word(or the miinisters,if thero be more than one, 
in -curn) shall preside and regulate the proceodings. 

Article 38: 
In places whore the council:is to be constituted for the first 
time or ,-mew, this shall not take place except with the ad­
vice of the Classis. _knd wherever the number of elders is 
small the deacons may be added to the consistory by local 
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regulation; this shall j;nvariaole 00 the rule where the l"um­
bel' is less than three. 

Article 39: 
Places whero as yet no council can be instituted shall be 
placed under the care of a neighbouring council. 

Article 40: 
Tho deacons shall meet, wherever necessary, overy weck to 
trnnsact tEte business perio.ining to their officc, calling 
upon the name of God; wY18:ueunto the ministers shall take 
good heed, and, if necessary, they shall 00 precent. 

Article 41: 
The classioal meetings shall consist of neighbouring Chur­
ches that respectively delegate, with proper credentials, a 
miniister and an elder to meet at such time and place as was 
determined by th8 previous classicrll·mecting. Such meetings 
shall bo held a1; least once in three months. In thoso meo­
tings the ministers .;;hall preside in rotation, or one shall 
be chosen by the o.sfi3embly to preside; however, the same 
minister shall ·rro"G bo chosen twice in succession. Further­
more, the president uhall, among other things, present the 
following questions to evoryone:whether they hold itn thcir 
Churches their council m08tings; whether Church discipline 
is exercisediwhethor the poar are cared for and tho schools 
are promoted; lastly whether there is anything wheroin thoy 
need the opinion and the help of tho Classis to the right 
institution of their Church. And finally o.t the last meoting 
beforo the Particular Synod delegates shall be chos8n to 
o.ttend said Synod. 

Article 42: 
Where in a Church there are mQre ministers than one, also 
those not delegated according to the forogoing article 8hc-ll 
have the right to attend the meetings of Class is with advi~ 
sory vote. 

Article 43: 
At tho close of the classical and other major ass'omblies, con­
sure shall 1Je exercised over those, who in the meeting have 
dono something worthy of punishment,or who ho.ve scorned the 
admonition of the minor assemblies. 

Article 44: 
The Classis 
experienced 
che.s ~.. both 

shGlUld authorize o.t least 
and compotent ministers 
of the cities and in the 

two' of her oldest,most 
to visit all the Chur­
country, once a year, 
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and to take heod whether the md:.rristel1'S, councils Q.nd 8chool­
maGters faithfully per:-io:rm all the duties of their offico, 
adhere to sound doctrine, observe in all things the adopted 
ordor, and propel'ly promote as much as lies in them, through 
word and dGod,tho upbuilding of' the congregation and of the 
youth;to the end that they may in time fraternally admonish 
those v-vho hav-e in o.:'!Ything been negligent, and may by their 
2.c1vice and assistnnce help direct all things unto the peaoe, 
upbuilding, and greatest profit o~ the Churches and of tho 
sohoo,18.Eaoh Clnssis may oontinue these visitors in serviGo 
as long as it seems fit,exccpt when the visitors thomselvos 
request to be reloclsod f01" J1'easons of which tho Clcl.Ssi8 
shnll judge. 

Artiole 45: 
It 8h211 De tho duty of the Church in whioh the Classis,and 
likewise: the Partioular or General Synod, meets to furnish 
the following meeting with the minutes of the preceding. 

Art.iole 46: 
Instructions Goncerning matters to be considered in major 
assemblies shall not bewritten until the deCision of prcwL­
oUS Synods touching these roatters hawe besn read, in order 
that '({hat vms onC8 dc.cidocT be not uga.in proposod, unlos~: c­
revision oe de(';med necessary. 

Articlo 47: 
rvery year, or if it nO(J)d 1)e oftener, SOlliO neighbouring Clas­
ses 1 as many [",,'3 possible belonging to the same provinco,shc:.ll 
meet 2.S a Particular Synod, to which eaeh Classis shall cfelo­
g3.~e two lliinjisters Gl'R'i -'GWGJ elders (wherc numbor als0 m8,y bo 
plc-ced at thro~ by a Synod, whioh consists of only throe or 
four Classes). At the clos8' of both tho Partioular nnd tho 
Genor2.1 Synod, some Church f!h811 0-0 ompowerod to' determinc~ 
with a.dvice of Classis, tho time and pla.ce of the next Synod. 

Article 48: 
:Sach Synod shall be at libel"ty to so11icit ar:rd hold oo:c:uos­
pondence v1ith its neighbouring Synod or Synods in such Hl8n­
Nor as they shall judge most oondu c f:ve to general cdificm.­
tion. 

Arrticle 49: 
E~'tCh Synod shall delegate some pGrsons to exe8ute ovorything 
Q·rdairrod by Synod' :lnd shall extend' holp to the Class€s ilIT' 

all eventual d:iifficulties y (to the diffeRent interreats shall, 
ns much as possible, separate groups of delegates he appoirrrl.. 
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ted) ,and to sup~rvise all peremptoilr examin~:,tions of tho fu­
ture ministers, at least to the number of two oL'throe, and 
all those delegates shall keep proper record of all their 
actions to report thereof to Synod, and if it be demanded, 
give reasons. They shall also not bo discharged from thoi:u 
service before and until Synod itsolf discharges them. 

Articlo 50: 
The General Synod shall ordinarily meot every three years, 
or if it urgently nood be Qftener. Each Particular Synod 
shall delegate tVlOlTli"nmers and two eldcrs to this Synod. 
Furtho:mnore the Church charged with determining the time and 
place of the General Synod, if according to the opinion of 
at least two Particular Synods it should bo convened inside 
of threo years, shall determinc the time and place with ad­
vice and approbation of its Parrticular Synod. 

Article 51: 
For the Reformed ChuJ..'ches of Europeans in the Netherlands­
Indies the manner of connection with the Churches in our 
Gountry shall be regulated by the Genoral Synod. 

Article 52: 
Oma tt eo.. 

o f Doc t r i nos Sac r a ill 0 n t s 
o the r Cor 0 m 0 n i 0 s • 
ArtiQI:o 53: 

::t nd 

The ministers off tPtro Word of God and: likewise the profes­
sors of theoiLogy (which also behooves the other professors 
and school teachers) shall subscribe. to The Three Formulas 

. of Unity, namely, the Belgic Confession, the Hoid el be:ug Cat­
echism, and· the Canons of Dordrocht 1618 - 19, arrd the minis­
ters" of the Word 1'1'110 :rroifuso to do so shall ('.0 facto be sus­
pended from their office by the councilor Class is until 
thoy Shall havo given a full statement~2.nd if they obstina­
tely persist :iin rrefu.sing? they 8ha11 "50 entiIrely doposed 
from tho:ii:rr of'fice. . 

Article 54: 
Likewise the eldaIrs and doacons 9 and those who aro admitted' 
bi a Classis as candidatos for the ministry ,shal"l subscribe 
to the afores2.id Formulas of Unity. 

Articlo 55;: 
To ward of:ff false doctrinG and errors that multiply exceod­
ingly through horetical writings, the ministers and cIders 
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shall use the means of teaching, of refutation,' of wa:rning, 
and of admonitions, as well in the ministry of the Word as 
in Ch:rristian teaching and family visiting. 

Article 56: 
The Covenant of God shall be sealed unto the children of 
Christians by baptism, as soon as the admd..ntstratio'n there­
of is feasible, in the public assembly when tho WorJ. of God 
is preached. 

A:rrticle 57: 
Tho ministers shall do' their utmost to the end that the fa­
ther present his child for baptism.And in the congregation? 
wherein besides the father also wit.nes3es nre taken at bap­
tism (which use, being free in itself, is not changeablo 
easily ), it behoves to take such onos who are disposed to 
the sound doctrine and pious of behaviorL 

Article 58: 
In the ceremony of baptism,both af 
mtnistors shall usc trw rospecti V'8 

admin:iistration of this sacrament. 
Article 59: 

children and adults,the 
fo:rrms drawn up fall thc 

Adults are through baptism incorporated into the Christi.an 
Church and are accepted as members off the Church, and ct1!e 
therefore obliged also to parto.ke of the ,Lord's Sup pe]]', 
which they sh8.11 promise to do at their baptism. 

Amide 60: 
The names of those 
parents and vdtnesses, 
shall be recorded. 

Article 61: 

baptized-, together with those, of the 
nnd likewise of the date of baptisl11? 

None shall be admitted to the Lord's Supper except those who 
according to the usage of tho Church with which they unite 
thereelves have made a confession oJ: the Reformed religiony 
besides being reputed to be of 8. godly walk, without which 
those who come from other Churches shall not be admitted. 

Article 62: 
Svery_ Church shall administer the Lord's Supper inpucha 
manner as it shall judge most conducive to cdifico.tion;pro­
vided, however, that the outward ceremonies as prescribed' 
in Goer's Word lJe not changed and 0,11 superstition avoided, 
and thnt at the conclusion of the se:mnon 'and the usu.:ll pray­
ens, the fomn for the ndministration oT' the Lo]?d" s Suppe]?, 
together 'iii th the prayer for that purpose, shall be read. 
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Article 63: 
The Land's Supper shall be administered at least everry two 
or three months. 

AJrtlicJle 64: 
The administration: of the Lond"' s Supper shall take placo on"­
ly when thew is superrvision of eld-olls, according to the oc­
Glesiastical onder and in a public gathering of the congre­
gatton. 

Arrticl e 65: 
Funeral-sonmons and funeral-scnvices shall mOlt be insti tu­
ted. 

ArtiCfJJc 66: 
In.- tiimo of' wall~ pestilenc-o, national calamities, and ortl1cr 
great afflictions, the pressunc of which is reI t throughout 
the Churches, it is fitti.mg that a day o~f praYeJr is prodai­
med by tho Class is , which has been ap:oointed for that purpo­
s e by the last Genel ell Synod. 

Arttcle 67: 
Tho Chuxc:hes shall observ:e,im' addition to the Sund8Y, also 
Christmas, Easter, Ascension Day amd Pentecost. As to the 
obse:rrvance of the "second festival days" the Churches are 
at libemy. 

Anticle 68: 
The ministers shall OP. Sunday~ ordlnarily ~. the aftennoo~­
services, explain Briefly the sum of Chllistian doctrino 
cwmp:rrehernied :i:in the Heidelberg Catcchis.ill so that as much as 
possible the explanation shall be annually completed,accor­
ding to the divisiON' afihe Catechism itself, of' that purpose. 

Arrtiicle 69: 
In the Churches the 150 Psalms shall be sung,and 
as maintained and dcterrn;i;ned for ec.closiast:Lcal 
General Synod 0::6 Middolburh, 1933. 

Anticle 70: 

the hymns, 
uso by the 

S:i1nce it :Ls pllo.perr that the matrimonial state be ccmf:Lrmed 
iirr the prcscIifCo of Chnist' s Church, according to tho form, 
fOT that purpose, the <rouncils shall at-'GE)nd to it. 

Of Censure 
Ad ill.O) IT i t ion 
AJ!tic]e 71: 

a n; d E c c 1 e s i a s t i ~ a 1 

As Christian discipline:is em a spiritual nature,and exempts 
no ONe i":rrom <riv.il trdjal aT punishment by the authoritio8,so 
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also besides civil punishment thero is need (!Jlf ecclesiasti­
cal censuros, to Ji'econcile tho sinner with the Church and 
his noighbour and to remove the offonse out 0'f tho Church 
of Christ. 

Article 72: 
In caso of anyone errs in doct1i'ine alI;' offend :lin conduct as 
long as the sin is oct: a private characten~rrot giving pub:ric 
offense, the rule d?,.:rly prescribed by Christ in Matt~h·J\: 
18 shall be followed. 

Anticle 1'3: 
Secret sins~ of which the siEner repents, afteIl' being ad­
monished by ONe person in pnivate or in the pnescnce af two 
or three witnesses shall not be laid Defore the council. 

Article 74: 
If any one, having been admonished :lin love concerning a se..;. 
cret sin by two or thrGe persons, does not give heed, .or 
othonvise has committed a public sin~ i;ho mattol? 8ha]] De 
laid before tho council. 

Article 75: 
Tl1e reconciliation of all such SiNS as are of their nature 
of a public character,or have become public because the ad­
monition of the Church was dcspi'Jed, sh2,11 take place (upon 
sufficient evidence of repentance) :nn such a manner as the 
council shall deem conducive to tho edification of ea8h 
Church. Whether in particular cases this shall talw place 
in public,shall,when theJi'G ts a dif£oro11c;o; of opinion aflout 
it :lin the council, inChurchos with ome minister only f ho 
considered with the advice of two neighbouring Churches.' 

Article 76: 
Such as obstinately reject the admonition of the council, 
and likevdsG those who have committed a public or othorwiso 
gross sin~ shall bo suspended from thc LoreI's Supper. And 
if ho, having bcen suspend8d, after repeated admonitions, 
shows no signs of repentonco, th;) council shall at last 
procee:d to the extreme remody, namely ~ excommunication, 
agroeable to tho forlll adopted for that purpose aocording tD 
tho Word 01: God. fut no one shall fle oxconununicated' oxcept 
with the preceding consent of Classis. 

Article 77: 
After tho suspension from the IJord' s table, and subsequeni; 
admonitions, and before proceeding to excommunication, tlio 
oBstinacy ae the sinneT shall 00 publicly made known to the 
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congregation? tfue of'fcmce explQinod, togothor with tuc caTe 
bestowod upon hin? in ]Taproof? suspension fron, tho Lord's 
Supper? nRd ]Topoated ndmoni tion? nnd the congregation shnll 
bo exhorted to speak to hhl and to prny for hiEl..Thoro shnll 
Ge throe such adnonitions.ln tho first,the mme of'thosin­
ner sh811 not 110 FLorrtionec1 that he be sonewhO-t spO-red. In 
trw second, with the consent of tuo Clnssis, his nnmo shnll 
130 r,lOntionod. In tho third, the congregntion shall be inf'or­
r,lGd that (unloss ho repent) he will be excludecl: fro[l the 
fellowship of the Church, so that his oxcormunication, in 
case he Tenains o"bstinatc, may tnko placo with tho tacit 
approbation of the Church. The interval botwoon the ac1r'loni~ 
ti:)ns shall 1:)e lef't to tho discretion. of the council. 

Article 78: 
Whenever anyone who has boen excor:JImnicatod, desires to be­
corae reconciled to the Church in the way of p'onitonco, it 
shall 130 annouD<wd t~ the congregation? o:iLthor before tho 
(wlobration of' tho Lord's Supper, or at sono othor opportune 
tino,in ordoll that(in as far as no one can nention anything 
against hir,l to the cuntrary) ho ljlay withprofossion of his 
eonvorsion bo publicly roinst8tod,accordirrrg to the forn for 
that purpose. 

Article 79: 
Wh.on tho m.inisters of' thc Divine Word, elders or doacono ,h8-
v:o coramittod any publiq gross sin, which is a disgr8.co to 
tho Church 1 or worthy of punishr'lont 1:)y tuo authorities? the 
eldors [',TId deacons 8h811 innedi.:-\tdy by precoding sentencro 
of' the council th~reof' nno. of the nO,'}JJ'ost Church, bo suspen­
ded. c.nd ~xpelled fron thoir office~ but the ministers shill 
only "Ito suspended.. Whethor them~ sh811 1:)e entiroly c1c.:posoc1 
fr'On offic8,shnll bo subject to tho juc1gnont of' tho Cl[tscis, 
with tho adviso of tho delegatos of tho P[trticul[tr Synod 
Dontionod in Articlo 11. 

Articlo 80; 
Furthernoro 2.r.long tho gross sins, which 0.1'0 Worthy of boing 

.punishod wjjth suspension or deposition fron office, those 
aro tho principal ones: f'2.1so doctrine and horesy, public 
schisr;:), public blnsphony, sinony ? faithless dusor-cion of 
office or intruGion upon that of nnother,porjury, [tdultery, 
fornication, theft, acts of' violonc8, habitual c1runkenoos? 
brnwling? filthy lucre; in short, all sins n.nd gross off'on-­
sos, [tS rendor the perpetrators infnPlous bofore tho 'flOrId, 
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nnd which jin any p:rrivate member o:f the Church would be con­
sidered' worthy o!f excomnunicai!ion. 

Article 81: 
The rrdhistcxs of' the Word, elders and deacons, shall exe It''ci­
se Christ:ijan censure among theIilSelves and in a frtendly spi­
rit admonish one . nnother with:zregard to' the discharge OlE 
the:ii:rr of'fico. 

A:uticle 82: 
To those who ronove fron tho congregatioN, a lett or of tes­
ttmony conce:rrning their prof'os.sior.r and conduct shall 00 g-i­
won by tho council, signed by two, or L:-l the case of' testi­
monies, given undeF the seal of' the Church, signed' by onco 

"'\rticlo 83: 
Furthoraore, to the POOT, L'enoving for sufficient re:lSons, 
so much money for travelling shall be given 1'>y the deacor:s, ~ 

as they deer.l adequate. The council nud tho. deacons shall, 
however, sec to it that they be not too much inclined to ro­
liovo thoir Churches of the poor,with whon they would w.itli~ 

out necessity burden otheE Churches. 

Of tho 
to, the 
Article 84: 

M.aterial 
C h u r c h e s 

Mattors, (l!, 0 m );11. 0' n 

The Churches, who, assclilble in Classes ,Particular Synods, and 
Genoral Synods, fom altogether as ffiQIiJY jud1.cial unities :En 
V'iel7 of' DUterial rJatters CoUDon to them in Classical,Parti­
cular-Synodic,and General-Synodic comilectiorr. These unities 
nre represented in and outside lognl proceedings both by the 
respeGtiV7e Classical, Particular-Synodic, end Genoral-3ynm­
dic Qssemblies,and by the delegates, appointed" instructed~ 
and discharged by these assemblies and bound fur all their 
acts by tho:iir instruction. 

Fin a 1 Art i c 1 8 8 

Articlo 85: 
No Church shall in any w8Y lord :iit ov<er otho~ Churches, nD 
minjjsteE over othor ministers, no elder of doacon owelT othor 
elders or deacons. 

Articlo 86: 
In Non-essentials the foreign Churches,whoha¥O usages dif­
ferent fro):} ours, shall not be :rre j oct cd. 

Article 87: 
Theso articlos, rolo.tirrg to the lawful order of tho Church, 

" 
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nav,e boen so dra:ff'ted o.rrd o.dopted 1Jy camnan conoont, that 
they (of the profit of tho Churchcp demand otherwiso) nay 
and ought to' 'Ere al tOIrGd, augmemted O!r' diminished. However, 
no particular congrogation,Classis or Particul:::tr Synod, shall 
De at liboIi'ty to do so, but thoy shall show all diligonce 
in obserwing thon, until mthe:vwiso CITdairrod' '5y tho Gener:::tl 
Synod. 

(Opmorlcingon "Van do Korkvo,n Lo,unceston,van wolke hot voor­
stol inzako vaststol1ing van do Engolso tokst do:rr Korkon­
ordening, on oak een "proofvrortaling il aflcol~lstig W[1S: -
1. Aan dozo vrontaling ligt ten grondslo.g do tokst v[1nde 

"Church Ordor"mf tho Christi'1n Roforr.lOd Churches, U. :So Ao ? 

kloino uitgr>.wo Psal tor Hymlal 1934. Gevo1g hioI"\Yi2.n is, 
d~'J.t on gpnirrgc :::tfwijkingon ZJJJIT v,an do Nodorlcmdso 
tokst.- Do grotero afwtjkingon worden hio:rrorrdc:rr ap:::.:'"t 
wormoLd. 

2. Do titel is kort gehouden. No eli. do Dorrdtso Synodc 1618-
19 noch Iatore,dc K.O.wijzigonc1c Synoc1cs,zijn genoendo 

3. In artiltol 6 zijn de "partieuliore hoo:ulijkhodon" enz. 
ve:rrvangon doo)r do t6Kst Van CRCh. 

4.In artilccl 8 ge'5ourde datzolfdc PlOt "dio niot gostu~ 
deord-_ Tho'5berr". 

5.Idcn :Ln o.rtikol 26 not de Ifhuiszi ttenr.lOostcrs" onz. 
6. In arlikoI 41 zijn oolt onige zinsnedon vorv:arrgen door 

die \Ian c1E:. CRCh, nl."in hot sehoidon .•• goodgDvondonflcm 
,,( Zo nochtc:ms •... ) If. 

7 .Art~:iikol 52:is sincls do Genemlo SynodG Ko.rilpon 1951 weg­
. gova11onj do oude nur:rruering is eehter a2ngohoudon, z-o-­
ctlsook . .in Nodo:vland het gov-al is. 

8. Do doopsformulieren zijn inmt.58 beschrovon na:cr CRCh. 
9.HoITlGlvaartsdag ±in :::trtikel 67 is op zijn pla["ts in hot 

"korkelijk j3.arlf gezet. 
lO.Artikel 68: flHeidelbe:rrgfl ingevoegd. 
11. In artikel 73 ±is Vlegge1n.ton "dor Nodc:ulandsc Korken"1 

naa:r..- ZIJll de Dr:lio Formulioron van Enigheid met Ik'lrJ.O 

g en:o em , als jin CRCh. 
12. CRCh. hoefft ODS artiltel 84 niet9 zocbt v:::trof c1at artiktil 

de numnloIi'ing tussen onzo K. O. en die van CRCh niot 0'­

veroenkoLlt. ) 
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r'j 

".!:) IJLAGE _bij arlikcl 19 

FORM FOR THE PUBLIC CONFSSSION OF FAITH 

'Belowod in OUr Lord Jes.cs Christ! 

You havro appeared he:l1'O to comoss your ffaith jin the pro­
sence uf God and His holy Church, in o!l:'del1' that you may o·b­
taino.dn:iittance to the Lord's Supper lin that way. 

You nl1'O now :rrcquestod to answer sincerely the following 
qU9stions: 

First: Do you declaFe that you believe the doctnine Gon­
tained in the Old mn:d the New Tostament and jin the Articles 
of the Christian Faith, and taught in the Christian Church 
here, to ['yo the true nOO cot:lplote doctl1'ine of snlvation; mId 
do you promise by the g:mce of God stedfnstly to continue in 
this profession? 

Second: Do you believe Geld's covenant promise, which has 
boen signified and sc<'.led UllIto you in your baptisn, and dO'. 
you confess',nsking' now admitto.nce to the Lord's Supper, that 
you ;ibhorood huri510 youroelf before GOO. Because of your Sins, 
cmd that yuu seck your lilfe not in yourself but only in Je­
sus.· Christ the only Savior? 

Third: Do you decla:ue thnt it is your heartfelt desire to 
love the Lord nnd to serve Him accordjjrrg to His \'lord,to for­
sako the world, to mortify your old nature, o.nd to lead a 
godly life? 

Fourth:' Do you prol~lise to subrJit to Church admtnitionl and 
,. diSCipline, if you -which God may preV:'Bm- should bocome de­

linquent either in doct:uine ur in life? 

N.-, what ±s YOllr answel"? 
Answer: I do. 

The God ulf all glraco, Who hath called us unta:His eter­
nal glory by Christ Jesus ,aiter tl1at ye havo suf'fered a whi­
le, make you perfect, stablish, strength'en, settle you. 
. To Him he glory and domini.on for eyer and ever. Amen. 



- 38 -

FORM FOR TH:8 CONFIRl'J1ATION OF THE MARRIED STATE BEFORE TH~ 
CONG:REGATiONOFCHRIST~----'---~ . ---.--.. - -.---- ---. - ---- -

Since you? N.- and N.-, hnvio wishod to have yuor marriage 
confirmed publicly jjn the Christjjan Church hero, and no ob­
jection has boon Dade from the side of' the congJ1ogation, wo 
will now procoed to this confirmation m the n8.I!lO of the Lord. 

But hea±'. beforohand frrolil, the Word of God haw rospocto'ble 
the narriedstate is, and" that it is O,n ordinance of God, 
which pleases Him; why? thon, according to His proniso, He 
wants to bloss and to assist the married people; on the con­
trary He will judge and punish tho whorellongers mrd aclul te­
IIors. 

Firstly you have to . know that God, our Father? after He 
had. created hoav,en and carih and all that in then is, created 
wan in His own if.1age and after His likeness; and God blessed 
thcril,and said unto them: "Bc fruitful, and multiply? and ro­
plenish tYre earth, and subdue it: o.rrd have dor:linion over the 
fish of the sGa,and over the fowl of the.rrir, and over every 
living thing that r:lOvoth upon the earth". After,thon, He had 
created man, He said: I'It is not good, that the man stlOuld be 
alono; I will make hin a help neot for hin. And tho I,ORD God 
cO-usod a doep sleep to fall upon AdaD, and ho slept: and He 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instoad there­
of; And tho rib, which tho LORI) God had taken frO[,l [11an) [1nde 
He a wonan,and brought her unto the Dan. And Adan 83.i(l, ~'his 
is now bono of ny b011(os, und flcch of ray flesh; she sho.ll be 
called WOf;i8.n, bcc8.uSC she W8.S taken out of Man. Theroforo 
sho'll 3. man loave his f8.ther and his mother, and shall c100.­
we unto his wifo; and they sh8.11 150 Ollfe flesh" •. And the 
apostle P8.ul speaks of this ordinance or God as of 0, groat 
f'listory, concerning Christ and thn Church. 

So, then, you shall not doubt th8.t this state pleO,ses God 
the Lord; for He, Who has crea·God to Adat-:l his hous8\'1ifo, 
brought her unto hin, and gave her to hi[:1 O,S 0, housewife, 
testifies with that, that He novmdays still brings 0110 1 S 

housevlife to everyone as if with His hand. 
Bocause of' th8.t, then, t}w Lord JO[lUD Christ honoured it 

so highly by His presence, gif'ts o.nd miracles at Can3. in Go'­
liloo, to t-estify that the DlarFied state should bo kept res­
pect8.ble by everyone. 
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Howover much, then~ usually adversity and cross of many 
kinds COllO to the married people because of sin,nevertheless 
they may rest assurod off the comain help of God in their 
cross, and liwe in the confidence,that He wants to ever ren­
dcr ther.l His assistance1- eVDn when they expect it least of 
all .. 

But,in ardor that you may live in this state God-fearing, 
you shall, secondly, also know for what purpose God institu­
ted the married state. 

Firstly, in order that Klan and wife, joined by sirroo.ro 
lowe, help anrd assist On8 ano,ther fajjthfully in all things, 
peJrtaining to temporal and eternal :fifo. 

Secondly,in order that by marr:iiage the human :rraee De pro­
pagated, and parents roar their children, if it pleases God 
to give thora, to His own honour and to th8ir s[1.1vation. 

The Gospel, then, admonishes us, that we shall honour this 
holy stQte .us an ordinance, which is not based on the dis­
cretion of cneatures,but on tho pleasure of God,our Creator. 
So that all people, who haViD reached their ago, and have not 
the gift of coNtinence, according to the comHland of God, arc 
committed and obliged to marry, according to christian ordi­
nation, with knowledge and will at' their parents or guard:iians, 
and to live in this state holy one with ano,ther, in ordell 
that the temple of God, that means our body, not be polluted, 
for when someone desec:rrates the temple of God, God will vio­
late him. 

Thirdly,you shall also know in what manner the on') has to 
bohave toward the othe:rr. 

Firstly, you, man, shall know that God has put you as a 
head of the w:iife,inorder that you, according to your abili­
ty, would lend herr wisely, toach hen, cordort her, nnd protoct 
her, just like Christ is the Head j the wisdorJ j tho comfort 
and the assistance of His Church. You shall nat Be embitterod 
against her, but dwell with her according to p:uudence,giving 
honour unto tho wifc,as unto the weaker v;essol, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of lifejthat You:u- prnyers be not 
hindered:' And whereas it is tho cOLlraand of God that tYre r,lan 
shall eat broad in the sweat Gtf his face,so you; shall labaur 
in your D'Lvine occupation faithfully and diligontly, in or­
dor that you ruoy provide foT!' your fnmily wiith God and with 
nonour, and also besides may haW0 something to distriBute to 
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the neGdy. 
JJikewise shall you, woman,know how you, according to the 

Word of God, ha~e to behave to\72.rc1 your husband. Yau shall 
love your lawful husband and honour htm,also obey him, .in all 
things, which 8.:rre, right and fair,as your lord, like the body 
is su,bmissive to the head,arrd the congregation is to Christ. 
For Adam has boen made first, then Ev-e, as a help to Adml. ANd 
aften -titLe Fall Gad has spoken to Bvre, and in hel1' penson to tho 
whole female sex: "Thy desire shall be to thy huslJand,and he 
shall ruleovorthoe". You shall not resist this ordimm­
co o£ God, but rather obey the commandoi' God and follow the 
example of the holy woman who hoped for God and were submis­
sive to their husbands. You shall also holp your husband in 
all good and sincE;:ue things, pay good attention to your hou­
sekeoping, and behav:e in all modesty and virtue without 
wo:rrldly pomp, desirous ad: the incorruptible ornament of a 
meak and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 

, great price, in order that you may give to other people a 
good example of modesty. 

I ask you to stand up and to answer to this question: 

N. - and N.- ~ after we have instructed you on the ordinon­
ce of the married state hy God, and on what has been conunan­
ded you therein by Him,do'you testify heI!'e before the Chris­
tian congregation that you intend sincerely to livo in that 
!ll2.nne:u in this holy state, and do you wish this your man'ied 
state be confirmed? ' 

Answer: IN e do.' 

Our JJOX'd God may confirm the intention, which He has given 
you, and tho beginning of your marriage may be in tho Namo 
of thG Lord, Who made heaven and· earth. 

Giv,E; the right hand one to anotherr. 
(To the bridegroom:) 
N.-. Do you dcclarre before God and His holy Church that 

-.you have takcn aNd take as your lawfU.l housGwife N.-~ herG 
prroscnt? Do you promise that you will nov,err forsake her;that 

. you will love her and maintain her faithfully, like a fai th­
ful. and God-fearing man owe his lawful wj;:fi"e; that you will 
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also live wiilh her in holine3s y keepj_ng fidnlity to her in 
all things, according to the holy Gospel? 

Answer: I do. 

(To the brido:") 
N.-, Do you declare before God and His holy Church that 

you have talcen and take as your lawful husband N.-?hcre pre­
sent? Do you promise to love him, to obey him, to serve him 
and to help him, mever to forsake him) to live with hitm in 
holincGs,kecping fidelity to him in all things, like a pious 
and faithful housevdfe ovves hcr lawful husband, according to 
-'~he holy Gospel? 

Answer: I do. 

Tho Father of all mercy, Who has called you to this holy 
state of marriage by his grace, may join you with ritght love 
and fidGli ty, and may give you His blessing. Amen. 

Hoar now from the holy Gospel how strong the bond of ma:u­
riage is, like Matthew describes it (rviatthew XIX: 3-9): 

liThe Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting Him, and say­
ing unto Him,Is it lawful faT a man to put away his wjjj'o,foJ? 
every cause? And He ans'llered and said unto them, Havo ye not 
road, that He '::hich made them 2.t the beginning made them male 
and femp-le,and said: For this cause shall a man leav/8 fb.thell' 
and mother, mId shall cleave to his wife: and they twain 
shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more -tlwain,but Ollie 
flesh. \'rhat therefore God hath joined together, lot not man 
put asundell'~ They say unto Him, Why did Moses then command 
to give a writing of divorcement, amd to put her away? He 
saith Uluto them,lV1oses bocauseof the hardness o:f your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives: out from the beginning 1'; 

it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away 
his w:iife, except tt be for fOlr'nication, ami shall nnarFY ano-, 
ther, committeth adul tory: and whoso marrieth her which is 
put away doth comEli t adultery". 

Believe these words of the Lord Christ,and te G83ured that 
our JJord" God has joined you in this holy state.Hope perfect­
ly for the promise which has boen given to the maJrTiod peo­
ple: IIBlessed is every one that fearoth the LORD;that walketh 
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in His ways, For thou shalt eat tho labour of thine hands: 
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee ". Love 
another ardcntly out of a pu~e heant. Remember, amongst the 
many things, which can worry and tnouble you, that one thing 
±s necdflul, and should appear from your whole conduct, that 
you h:,J:v;e chason the good part. Then yru will accept ill things, 
which will come to you in this state, with pationce and 
thanksgiving, like f!'om the hand of the Lord, . and they also 
will befall to you for the best and for salvation. 

But because we do not have any good out of ourselves, and 
all good gifts COlllG to us from above, from the Father of 
lights, so kneel down before the eyes of the Lord, in ardor 
that the congregation may pray with you and for you. 

Almighty God, Thou Which show est Thy goodness and wisdoEl 
in all Thy works and hast spoken fJl'om the beginning that it 
is not good that man should be alone, Thou hast created him 
a help meet fOlT him, and in that way ordained that they who 
well'e two- would be orw. We pray S~heG, ~vill give to this mar­
ried couple,which Thou hast called to and joined in the holy 
married state, Thy Holy Spirit, in ordc!' that they may live 
in a true and firm· fai th according to ':'by Divine will and 
resist all evil. Sanctify the bond, which unites thom, in the 
fear of Thy Name. Also lift up~hy faco upon them and lead 
them, in foul and fair, in gladness and sadness, 1)y Thy fai th­
full Fathorhand. Grant them Thy bleSSing as Thou hast bles­
sed the pious fore-fathcI's,AbI'aham, Isaac, and Jacob. Render 
them Thy gn8.CC, that they, as heirs together of tho covo­
nant, which Thou hast established with those forO-fathers, 
Day rear their children, if it pleases Thee to gi v'; thaN, to 
the honouJ[' of Thy holy Name, to the odification of Thy con­
gregation and to the pnopagatiolT of Thy holy Gospel. Will 
answenus, Father of all mercy, through Jeses Christ,":'hy be-­
loved Son, Who with Theo and the Holy Spirit~ lives and 
rOigns, one true, eternal Bod, evor praised, 

Our Father, Which art in heavon, 
Hallowed 1)0 Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on oarth,as it is in heaven. 
Gi ve us this day our da~_ly bread. 
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And forgive us our debts, as we forgi-w8 OUll 
d6btors. 

And lead us not into tomptation, but deliver 
us from tDe ov~l ono< 

For Thine is the Kingdom, and tho pov7er, and 
the glory, for eVOil". Ameno 

Our beloved Lord God may fill you with His grace, and may 
give you, that you in all Godlinoss, lov'o and unity may I:i¥o 
together longtimcs and holy" Amen. 

BeloV7cd Christians, it is kn-ovm to you' that,soveral times, 
VlO haV7e proposed t-Ol you, tho names of our brethren, heJj'e 
present, who, havre be~n chasen to' the o3:'fice off elders (and 
deacons) in th:iis congl'egation, to learn whether any pcr::.;on 
had aught to allege, on account off which they should not be 
ord-ained to their- o·f:fice.. And whereas mo one has appo3,Jred 
befoJ.'o UB who has Drought fOI'V1aJI'd anything lawful against 
them, 'NO shall therefore, in the Name of the) LOJ1'd) now pro-­
ceodto thG:iir oLr'dination. 

To this end,You brethren, Who shall lJe ordained, a:rn:d also 
all thos') who a:rr.-e hore present,shall attend to a shoytoxpo·· 
sition from the Wo:rd of God of tho in3titution and the· office 
of the eldors (and thc deacons). 

Concerning to elders it should be observed that the word 
older -which has oeontaken fJ?offi the Old Testament and moans 
a person vlho has been appointed' -~o a prominent office of 
ruling ower other people-- is attJl'ibuted to -GWQ sorts of per­
sons Who SOI1'VD in the Church of Jeses Christ ;for t~1e apostlo 
says: Let the elders that rule woll bo counted worthy of 
double honour, especially they who labour in the wOir'd and' 
doctrilITe.. W 0 sec tncne, the.t there were in tho Apootolic' 
Church two sorts of elders, whereof the fi.r.3t laboured in 
the ward m.1 doctrine, and the mhe:tr did not"" The first were 
the miniistoX'S of tho Word and pastors 1 who p;e::. 'hed the Gos-· 
PQlard aC"'linistercd the F'2.cramen·~";; but tYro (')"~l'ro::::~>, who did 
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I1CJJt labour jin the Word, and newertheless selNed :lin the COIT­

gregation,held a special office; namely th~t they had super­
vision ov;el!' the Church, al1Id ruled wita the mj,nistors of the 
Word; fair! Paul, ROLlal'IlS 12:8, hav;ing spoken about the office 
of teaching,and also about the office of charity or deacon:.... 
ship,speo.ks after that about this sorvice separately,say:iing: 
he tl1at ruToth ,Tet hiril do it with diligence. Likewise o..t 0.11'­

othen place he mel1ltions the governBem among the gifts and 
offices, which God instituted in tho congregation. 

This sort of office-bearens, thoen, is to aid and as­
sist the otllers, who preclCh the Gospel, as in tl10 Old Tes­
tar.lent the connon· Levites in the serv,ico of' the Tabernacle 
wore added to the priests, as helpers in which the priest 
would r~ot be able to act alone; though those offices nlways 
L'er.lain discrinLria.ted. Besides it is proper, that there ClTC 

such men add'od to tlre )Jin:iisters of the VloTd as fellow-rulers, 
in order that in this vmy the norc bo averted fron the con­
grogo.tiollf of God every tyranny .and domination, which rlaY 
break in mo're easily when the governmeni ts tn the h::mds of 
one person only, OT of a V81!Y :few. And thus the ninisters of 
the Word and the elders forn together a college or socioty, 
IlOirr.g the council of the Church, and representing all the 
cOl".gregat:L.on; to whilch tho Lord Christ Jrefers when He says: 
tell jjt into tho Church; which by no neans nay DO under­
stood as concerning all mOITlbers of the congregation ev.e'IfY OITe 
individually, but very evidently of those who rule tho con­
gregatiolll' by which they hawe been chason. 

The office of tfie elders, thon, is first, to have 1 toge­
ther with the ministers of the Word, tho supervision of the 
congregation, which has been comriitted to then; to watch di­
ligently whether everyone behave properly in confession and 
walk; to adr,Jonish those who behave unedifyingly, and to pre­
v:emtthat the so.crmuonts be profaned,as nuch as possiblo; as 
aJ£oto::"ct, against the impenitents, according to Church 
dkcipline, amd to ne-ac(i];ept the penitents into the bOSOI;} o£ 
tfie ChuTch; as iis Clppanenrt nOJt only frrom the ::'.bovc-maned 
sentemce olf Chrtst,. but also frou sorae [.l(j'.re nnd other senten­
ces of the Holy Scriptures ,. that those things QL'e nart; in the 
hamds of one or two pellsons only" but of many p-ellsons who l1n­
ve been appointed to this end .. 

Second" since tBre apostle co[,marrds that among the Chris­
tians all things sl1all be done decently and in ordor~ o.n:d no--
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'Body should SOl!V8 in the Church arf Christ than oy lawful cal­
ling, aceording to tne Christian ordination thoIlGof; so' is 
also the du~y o£ the eldcIIs,try pay attention thereto, and in 
all occurring things vlnich conce:rm tl're well-oeing and good 
order of the Church, to render assistance to the ministers 
of the Word by means of good counsel; yea also to OGIIVe all 
cormon Christians oy advice and coufort. 

T.hird, their office is especially to have supervision of 
the doctrine and walk mE the ministerrs of the Word, in air'­
derthat all things 1n dOlTe to tho odification of the Church, 
and thC1t 1:[0 strange doctrine be proposed, according to wnat 
we read :Ln Acts 20:29, where the apostle adnonishes to watch 
diligently against the wolves who may COtilO into the sheop­
fold of 'Christ. And to do this rthe elders owe to exar,line 
God I s Vi ord diligently and to pFactise continually considGlIing 
the fwsteries of faith. 

(Concerningihe doacons,we can Fea~ about their origin and 
institution in The Acts of the Apostles. Thore we find, that 
in the beginning tne apo, [it les themselves ministered unto ibo ' 
needy; at their feet the prices of the things that were sold 
wero laid dOVln. But since after that tnore arcoo anurnuring, be­
cause the widows of tho Grecians were neglected in tho daily 
ninist:ration, so wore, by tho adLlOni tion of the apostles, 
sone nen chason who' would make the nirristFation of the 
needy their business proper,in order that the apostles would 
give themselves continually to pray~r, aNd to the ninistr,y 
0lf the Word. And this has been maintained in the ChuTch f:uoLl' 
that tino,as is 2.pparerrt from Romans 12:8 y wBne:re the apostlio, 
speaking about this service, says: he that giveth,let hirl do 
it with sir.;pliciity. And in anmtho:rr place speaking about 
the helps, he means those who' hawe been appointed jin the 
congregation to assist the POOT and miserable in the:lir need." 

From these places the officaof the deacons lis sufficien~­
ly cIear; namely, first, that they in all ffaithfulness mad 
diligence gnther and keep the alns and thjjngs given to the 
needy; yea, also are diligent to help ensure that many good 
means be found to the aid of the poor. The second part o£ 
their office CONSists of the distributioIT', whereto is essen­
tial not only the gift OlE distinction and prudence, to spend 
the alns only wherre they are needed, out also cheerfulness, 
and simplicity to help tho poor with an affected heam and 2.n 
affectiona~o nimd, as the apostle rrequi:ues, Ronans"12:~, and 
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II Cor.9:7. Whcret® it is wery proper, thnt they not onTy ~y 
means of the exi;ernal gift hut also by lllealJIS of comforijjng 
words frofol the Word of God rrender assistance to the poor and 
miserable.o ) 

To tho ond, therofore, boloved orothron IT. -1 that overyone 
nay hear that you allo willing to talco upon you the aforosaid 
of:fi'icc (01': the aforesaid respective offices), you shall ans-­
wer the following questions: 

First: I ask you, elders (and deacons) whether you fecI 
in your hearts that you are lawfully called of God's Church, 
and consequently of God Himself, to this holy office (or: to 
these your respecti v,e holy offices)? 

Second: Do you believe the Scriptures of tho Old and tho 
New TostameNt to bo tho only Word of God, and the complete 
doctrine OK salvation, and do you reject all doctrines con­
flicting therewith? 

Third: Do you pro[aiso faithfully to discharge to tho ut­
most of your pOVier your office, as previously described, ac­
cording to the same doctrine; you cIders N.-, in the govern­
ment of thG ChUrch, together with tho ninisteIc of the Word; 
(and you deacons £1.-, in the ministration of the poor;) and 
do you also ( altogether ) proLliso to walk in all godliness, 
and to subnit yourselves, in caso you should bocono dolin 0-

quont, to ChUrch admonitions? 
N.-, what is your answer? 

Answer: We do. 

Then the minister shall say: 
The Almighty God and Father replenieh, you all withi His 

grace, that you may faithfully and fruitfully discharge your 
office (or:your :uesoectivo offices). Amen. 

Now tTherefore, you elders, be diligent in the govcrnmeni; 
0f tfio Church which is COffifJitted to you jointly with the mi­
nisters of the Word. Be watch[J.o~ over the house and the city 
a£ God, so as to adraonish everyone fai thfully and to warn: 
him against his destruction. Take hocd that purity of doctri­
ne and godliness of life be maintained in the congrot;ation 
o£ the l,ord. 

(And you deacons 9 bc dtligent in gatherj_ng tho 21L:1, pru·-
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dent and cheerful in distributing them. Come to' the aid o£ 
the poor; provide for the widows and orphans indeed; do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who ane of the household 
of faith). 

Be (altogether) faithful in youJ:l office, and keep the liW­
stery of :fiaith with a pure conscience, oeil'lg gocrd leaders o:f 
al-l these people. In that way you shall purchase £or yoursel­
v:es a good reputation, and great boldness in the faith whic~ 
is in Christ Jesus, and hereafteJ:l enter into the joy of your 
God. 

On the other hand, beloved Christians, receive those men 
as servants o£ God. Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour; giwo heed' willingly to: their super­
vision and goverrummt. (Provide the deacons with good rneEl,ns 
to the aid mf the poor., Do good, you rich 1 give generously, 
and be ready to distribute. And you necdy,be poor in spirit, 
arrd behave to your providers Vii th all respect; be thankful 
to them, and do not murmUr. Follow Chrtst £ar tho meat o£ 
the soul, a:t1Id no1; fCDr the bread.. Let him that stole steal 110 

mare, but rather let him labour" working with his hands the 
thing which is good, t11o.t he may have to give to h±m that 
noodoth). 

Being thus engaged in your respective callings, each one 
o£ you will receive of the Lord- tho rewa:rrd 01 right()ousYlc::,s-. 

But since no man is Q>£ himself sufficient for any o:f these 
things, let us call upon the Almighty God: 

o Lord and heavonly Fathcr,we thank Thee that il; has plea­
sed Thee, for the grrcator edification o£ Thy Church, to or­
dain in jjt,bcsides the ministers of the Word, :cule1'8 anJ as­
sistants, by whOlli' Thy Church may be preserved in peace and 
prosperity,and the needy assisted; and that Thou hast at pre­
sem granted us in this place men who a:rre of' good testim () lJ.y 
and errdowed with Thy Spirit. \7e IJeseoch Thee, replenish then 
more and mOlr'6 with such gifts as aJ:lo ne~mssary for them :lin 
their rninistartion: with the gifts of wisdom,courag:),discre­
tion7(benevolence~to the end that every on~ may (in his res­
pectiwe of£ice)acquit himself as is becoming - the elders :lin 
taking diligemrli heed unto doctJ1irre and li£e, in keeping out 
the wolves £rom the sheepfold of Thy beloved Son,o.nd:in adrilO­
nishing and reproving dis0!r'dcJ11y persons; ( jjn like manne:rr, 
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the deacons jin carefully rocelvlng alns and liberally and 
prudently distributing thorn to the p001r, and in comforting 
them with Thy Holy Word). Give grace( both)to the elders (and 
dcac(;rlls), that they may persevers in their faithful lo.bour, 
and never become weo.ry by reason of any trou1'>lc,pain,o,r perr­
secution of the world. Grant especially Thy divino gracG to 
this people,OVell' whom tl'ley aITe placed,that they may willing­
ly submit themselves to tl'le good exhortations of tl'le cIders, 
counting them worthy orf honour for their work's sa1<:o.- (Giv'G 
unto the rich liberal hearts towards the n0cdy, aNd tOl the 
needy grateful hearts towards those Wh'01 help o.nd serw-o theLlj) 
to the end that ,everyONe aCClv:.-Lting himself of his duty, T.hy 
holy Name may thereby be magnified, and the Kingdom of Thy 
Son Jesus Christ enlarged,in Whose Namewe conclude our pray­
ers, saying: 

Our Father, Which art. in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy Har.lO. 
Thy Kingdor,l come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day oUr daily bread. 
And forgiv~ us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from the evil one. 
]'0:1:' Thirm is the Kingdom,and the power, and tho 

glory, for ever. Amen. 
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Synode-1959 van 
Thc Fnoc Reformed Churches 
of Aust:L'alia 

Albany, 8 Januari 1959. 

AamDeputate~ waN de Rofornod Churches of 
Aust:rralia 

c/- Rev. Prof~ DJ'] Kl. Runia 
112 Abordoen Strect ~ Geolong, Vic. 

Welco:L'waaJ:Ide en Eenvaarde Heeren, 
Do Syn@de van Tbc Frcc Reformod Chu1!ches GÏ Australia, 

gehouden te Albany, \;i. A., Januari 1959, ontwing Uw schrijven 
van 5 Doc'omoer 1957, inhoudende het dringonde vorzoe!c do door 
<fo Konk te A:rrc.adalo aangev.angen correspondentie voort te zet..., 
t-err en dez-e CB:Tlmspondentio van wec:rrszijden te maken tut een 
synod~alo COT1'ospondentie. 

Aan het sl«J>t van U~., schrijven spreekt U de hoop uit ,dat 
het mag komen tot ecn sanol'U optrokken in de Naam des Heeren, 
on tot eon Gamen aanzitten aan êén AvondmaalstaföL 

U gaat o:rr in Uw 8chrijven vanuit dat do rechte Schrif·, 
tuurlijko eenheid cr nog n:iJet is, on dat wij samerr met op­
recht v8Ylangcn naar deze eonheid B0eten 7.ocken. 

DaartegonovoJr mo:eton wij opmerken, dat:iin 0n dOOlr de 
vrijmaking van 1944 on volgende j2ron juist die rcchte,Schrif-­
tuurlljlce ecrrhoiid is hersteld,en wij w:iillen U orwekkon 0111 in 
gehoo,rzaamheid aan het Woord des Heeren deze Schrïftuurlijlce 
eenheid te erkennen en ook Uwerzijds te belijden. 

U heM gelijk als U schrijft,dat er met Johannes 17 ge-. 
sold is, en tot onze spijt; moeten 'Ni j corn:stateren, dat U het 
zelf ook doet. De Heiland bad in Zijn hogepr:testE1JTlijke gebed' 
niet om do o0nheid met de leidslieden van Israel, dia op het 
Dunt stonden Hem te kruis±gen, noch om Genheid van allen die 
zich weliswaa:~ met Zijn naam noemen,maar toch niet van hame 
vcrw arp em:· alles wat togen de anfeiloare :rragel van G(Q'ds Wonrd 
ingaat. 

Hij bad nliot or, eenheid van allo IGraelieton, op g:mmd 
van het feit, dat Z3 toch allon Mn God, Mn bosnijdon;iis en 
66-n pascha on Mn Bijbol(die van hot Oude Testament) de hun­
ne no'emd en., 
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Integendeol, Ch:hstus I roepen tot bekering bracht GndeJT 
het ene bondsvolk verdeeldbeid en scheuring, Lucas 12: 51-53, 
en op de Pinlcsterdag maakte Hi j allen: die HeD volgàen, vrii j 
van Isnaels Rwadc herders, Hand. 2:40. 

De apostelen hebben mdiet amders gedaan: dan hun Meester: 
overal waar Paulus predikte, ontstond verdeeldheid, die tot 
afschei,ding en vrijmaking leidde, en waarin de ware, SchriÎ­
tuurltjke eenheid van de Kerk hersteld werd. Deze verdeeld -
he:iid ondel' het eno bondsvolk, de kinderon der profetolli' en dos 
Vie:rrbonds (Hand. 3 : 25) ,was ntet togon Gods wil, maar vrucht van 
Zijn ontfeJ'lming,en ecn concJ'lete verhoring van het hogepries­
terlijke gebed in Joh .. 17. 

Zo heeft de HliI:RE ook wat door mermen ten kwade werd ge­
dacht tegen de neformatorische herleving jn de delJ'tiger jaI1en, 
ten go-ede gekeerd in de vrijmaking van volen,waarin de Hecre 
Chrtstus doorginb met de vergadering van Zijn kerk in enig­
heid des waren geloofs. 
-- De bestaande I:Dheiding mag alleen opgeheven wOirdGn in de 
weg van wederkecnT tot Hem, en besliste v8rwerping van rnenso­
]ijke oTdinanticn, die in strijd z:Ljn met het Woord- Gods. 

Vlcllicht zult U opmerken,· dat deze din{:;;en U niet raken, 
omdat U als kerken over de zask v.an de Vrijr,laking geen uit­
spraak hebt gedaan. U schrijft inmers dat in cornespondentie 
staan Bet een bepaalde kerk allerminst betekent dat men alle 
daden in heden en venleden van zulle een lWJ1k voor eigen re­
kening neemt. 

Maar volgens Uw eigen Acta betekent de corrrespondentie­
in-engcr-e-zirr (of ook wel: inde meost volle zin van het 
wooTd) , dat U ~mIlce kerken aarrv:o.ardt als ware kerken van 
Christus, als echt Goreformeerde Kerken dna de Gerüforn(:crda 
belijdenis handhawen. 

U beschouwt dus de zich na:emende Gereformeerde Kerk e n 
in Nederland,alsook de Christiarr Refo~med Churohes of U.S.A. 
en Canada, als 'liane kerken v.an Christus, die de Gereformeer­
de belijden:iis handhaven.- Vandaar dan ook d"at U attestaties 
u±t lJe:iide gerroerJde kerkengroepen aanvaardt en ook uit die 
kerkeng:ro:epen predikanten ontvangt. U kunt weten, dat beide 
genoemde kerkongroepen de Vrijmaking, die wij als eE:n werk 
des Heeren dankbaar erkennen, als revolutie en scheurmaking 
bestempelen" U hebt metterdaad de keuze gedaan: door deze ker­
kengroepen aJs wal1'e kerken van Christus aan te nemen; van 
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d-eze keFkengrcrepom to vemtlaJrü);J) d'a-~ 2!:Îl;t echt Genc:ffcmrJilIocJ1'<Ïc 
kerlterr zijn, die de GOl"e:ffbrmeGréfo BelijdcllJ1is hanëÜ1av:on. 

Iaar<D-m~ U moogt zich Viarr wat hiellbovol1 U goschrevcrL weJ1tf 
:iiliIZalte de Vrijmaldrrg niet afuaken~ 

U hoBt inzake do l1o:uormat:ii0 wan do kerk een keuze ge­
daan; helaas de VJorkeerdc keus! 

Ooit kumt U zich niet versCfhuilell achterr de 'Bew,entrrg dat 
DtLomand J'l1D Uw ke:rdtern mette:mfaad . oord goo0'ndeJ1l! :lis Thcvorr' de 
Drie Formulieron \Van Enigheid, eu dat U dUG do binding hebt 
v!oggedaarr. 

Wanrt is dat laatst-o waar? Hobt U die binding wonw(DJr!.'~ rr­
als, stniijd:iig me-tt Gcrds Woord? Of herre U die oiimd'irrg a Cifltt 0 li'W (:-:' 

ge gelaten vanwege do p:raciljk? 
Dit jj;:-; e GIT oolarrg;r:iLjlc punt. Trmneli's, als U wc::clcc1:iijk Iilie ot 

gOZ:llGlTI: dat- gC;}jfoomdc biiNding, strijdt' ffict Goels Woord', h0'o ]hQ,nt 
U dan tO;Gh kOJJlton d:iLo die b:iLrrdtrrg tot vandaag toe haJJIdltaven~ 
naar oJ!:il.j'won cli'kom'llen aIs Wall'O konkew vaN ChJJistus J eGlItGe­
:rrof'0lr!lJ1()oTIde kerken dio de Gore:fommeeTIàe bol:iljdenis handhavon, 
(dirt' zjLji1l' Uw cïgen woord-on)? Wat V:Q(ITJr waandcc hec:EtV:OCYT allS 

mUl Uw Bewcrrirrg dat U zich welbewust \P8.ll die o':iimdiing hebt go­
dïstanciec:rrd. 

Is d'at dan nodig?zwl t U vwagorr. Waa1r<ITm, :hs lto~ xriot -001-

doende d'at VlO do odiliIdïrrrg: PwBborr, laton wallen? Waarom mooten 
we kOillûn tot oon u'±tspraak :iLmzalte de V:ajLjiITtak:fuïrg? W:iLji kummn 
toch Lot V:ünantwoa,rd'elijk gesteld Horden voor wat :ib.l1 d'e go­
[ronden ko:rrkolJI' gebourd is ell gobeu:ilt? 

Op dJio tegenwo:rrping m<D'etcn wc arr't-'l,70ord'cm, dat' de Hoera 
vTaagt yan U db:t, U zult wo:mvcr-;OIT allo dirrgcl'I d:ii.e moiT do aLE­
f'oilbarr; Jregel valil' Gads WoorQl: nie-ti ov;e]j'oellIl-tomen~ gelijk ITlilS 

d'e apostelon geleerd hObbon, zoals U ook zoolf z-cgt "tra ooljLj:. 
d'en mot artiltel 7 Nodorlandse Geloo,fsoclijdeniis. 

En: wo v::crwi jzen dn.n ook naar art.LI~ol 29 N. G. Eo ~ waaJ:1' als 
korto samenvat-türg V'B:t1l: de mOJJ'ktokerroH -van de ware kG:lrk WOQ1d:t 

gorr6emd: "Kor"ëelijk, Z;'(!J moIT zich aanstelt namr heit z1Jliwe:rrc 
Vlcrord Gods, vo:rrwmrpendo allo dimgen die daalrtegülil'zijrn, hou .... 
dende Jezus Chmstus voor het enigo Hoofd". 

Dit meteolif :ÎirrD antwoord' op Uw V:lJaag om Uv, korkern te toct~ 
sen aalT do iil1" art. 29 genoemde mo:rrldokenon. 

, VeJIW,c11pt U allo d:hrrgen dio tegow Pret zuiwe:rre Woorct Gods 
zijn? DurfiT U te z:eggon dat U (fat d~ot tEmw.ijl U tegoli.i.jlco:rE-' 
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tiijd als vm.ne kOIrJton mn Christus onko1lLt, als ocl'J:t GeJ1e:ffolr­
moëndo KeJ1kon d:îio do Gere:ff~rmee:ud'e 1Jclijdorr:hshaildhavorr,koIT 
kmr.d:iie hoit work dos Roeren' :ii.m de Vn:iLjmaldlig ·tteg~elJIs-ta[ln? 

U we:rrwenpt mii.et wat ZO du:îidelijlt "!tegon Gods W00rd :iirrgaD.t .. 
U zog;t wo] d'ae..:rr nou.itra2.1 iteg.en~e:rr te staan,' maan im. :ffe:iiGG 
accepiteonii: U het err, l're1Jt U el! gemeenschap aC.n. 

Z:ii.et; U nu zelf wel'} dat we U niet als wane kenkon, wm 
Chr:ii.stu.s mogen, aannemen-de ha:rn:rfleIding v::in' de jin' arl. 29 N. G. E. 
gcncromdo Jnaatsta:ff geeft U Z olf het aniiwoord @J;l Uw 'V&aag. 

Tro.uwens, :lis n:eu.traIL-teit tCTIr opz :tch'ce Viatl 11.0'1:" work des 
Heo.nen m(1J'gelijk?Oolt tot U 1Jlijft de ~ag kJ :iilllkerr: wat dunkt 
U VJO.rr den Ch:V:llstus? Gelooft U dat Chmstus d'o zaken~ waara<:m 
U gomeenschnp l'relrlt, die U 1'leschouwtals~eorlf, handhavGn'van de 
Genof'ormoQnd'c lJelijdon±s, gcredllieunt?,.Gèlooft U dat Christus 
:<>6 Z:iijlID Kerk v~rgdd-ent? U zullt mm:etelll: antwoorderr op do v.raD.g 
mEde door ons als een gave des' ROerel1D geprozen re:fforJIDatjie 
ujit de hemel jjs anf u:ii.t <l'e aande, dat ts nevo-iLutie (z oals do 
zich nm:emendo Genoformeerde Renken in Ned'e:rrland - echte Geli'0-
fcm:'meerde Kerken, waren keJ1ken: v:nll Christus, volgeoo U - het 
zeggen) • 

Wij roepen; U çp e:rm:st "lic ronken mot- d:ii.e wli'agen. V/ant als 
U blijf't weigenoIT op d:ii.e -w.uagelül ite antwoolrden, heof't. U :Lu 
j[eiile geltïtm;orr., Maar is hot dan do. kou~o .vo@r do gemocnscho.p 
aan de worleen der du:iistorn:iis en togri.den Ch;uïstus don 
Schriften! 

W:iiji on onze kinderon mogen wel toezien,dht wij Gods bo­
vl.ci;tdond \\e:r:ogadeningsw,erk ni ot weI/storen. Het wOJ1dr:liot· ons 
ZiOor,dat U geen oog blijkt to hebben> vuur do l)'o1WGrr aanged\.l':ï,,,:,,, 
Çlo 1iw':iis"lizank d'es Heeron, elJll dat U d'ao.:rrtegerrovor do noUt:rfaijl~. 
te:îit tnaclbt te 1Jewarerr., ' . 

Het is bij ons geem' kwest-ne van halssi;arig].1cid (DIT' zolf­
we:rili:e:fE:ffinrg, of fiet n:liétt z:liorr'warr do ball{;' iirr ejl.gen oog,. 

1)o,t do. Heere ons vnijinankto, ,1'letekrft n:iie{dat' wij~dO 
1'lesten zjijm" maan wel .dàt R·:ii.j irr de Gere:f2èlrmeoi'd'o Ker~On hei; 
wo:r:ok Z±'jlllen- l'randen wil 'WO 0 J1i:zett.cn •. 

VOQ:1J'ts Mdëfen wij, gedachtig aan z-ovolèn, die ook d'on 
Roo:rreChrtstu.s l:iiefhobben in: Qn\terderfeli jkho:icl : La8.t he:m töt 
mi.j keren, d:iie U v~ezen OD Me' Uw getlligen:hs80IT koni10n,"psr:üm 
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119:79. 
Dit gebad doen w:i!j bij dozon ook aJ.::1 oen oproep -tot wü-­

d"erlmcr tot Uw lto:rrkcm uitgaC\D,· met do hartelijko ViO'1S dat do 
Hoc:rro God Uw harten mogQ ~ Neigen to t de gehoorz.aumhoid aan 
Zijn heilig Woordo 

Namens do i3ynodc va:î }~11G ]i'yooc Roi'oà'D1oG. 
Churcl1olOf oi' A~:;'tT-aJia1 J2.nuari lS59: 

V'!. g. Rov. G. VCL'1 Rong(m~ p:rraeSOGj 

VI. g. RoV'. F. van GUl'p? nssoasor; 

Vl. g. P. van der [jtCC1~? tï,Jodc sc:iÜLQ; 

'1'1'. g. W. Buist 9 oerste scriba. 
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Wo:ukge'Eried-en VOOT dE:: a:rrlre±d onder de vcrstrcroidoIT 

(Acta 1959 9 Art.37) 

Kerk van Armad2.1e (en Australiarr new GuinG.?) 

Kmrk varr Albany 

Kenk: v:arr L8llnc::ostoll (en Now Zeal2.nd) 
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I N D E X 

Acto.-uitgavc 

1954 
Art. 

60 
28 
30 
4 

Adv:ii.os inzaH:e art.38 K. O. 
Advios inz.artt.76~77?79 K.O. 
Agcndv.m, 
Appe1-moge1ijkhodcn(art.31 
Approbatie beroepen 

K. 0.)-
27 

Bid·- OIT clankstond 
C1assisvormir;g 
Correspondentie buitenl. Kerken 14 

Correspondentte Hoge Overheid 13 
Deputaten 41 
Engelse BijbelveJ1tali' ~g ]6 
Engelse Psal ton I7 
EngeJs c tekst Drie Form. v/.E. 17 
Engolse tekst K. O. 
EngeLse tekst liturg,gosehr. 
Engelse \17ortaling loctuur 
Grondslag Kerkverband 
Huishoudelijke :rregeling 
Kerkd:iiensten Engelse tao.1 
Kerkenordening 
Liturgische geschrifton 
No.am. KOTIkworband 
Orde eTIedJienst 
Percentagecijfers omslag 
Re:farmed Churchos of Austro 
Stichting Kerkwerband 
Synode-archief 
Telogram Nederland 
Verstrooiden werk 

Visitatie 
Zending 

8,38 
48 

38,39 

11,40 
15 
33 

7 
32 

20 

29 
24 

1956 
Arc. 

65 
33 
33 
5 
;>0,52 
28 
20 
21 
9,3l~ 
39,51 
48 
19,58 
36 
38 
38 

7,50 

16,42 

26 
14,40 
57 

48 

22,25, 
41 
30,54 
34 

1959 
Art. 

22 
23 
9 
16 

35 
47 

36, rapport 
36,49, rapp., 
17,bijlage 
19,bijlago 
39 

20 
45 

18 

26 
46 
40?44, bijl. 

24 
8,14 
11,27,37 

38 
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