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van de Synode van The Frce Reformed Churches of
Au%trﬂlla,

gehoudem te Albany op 5 - 8 Jamuari 1959

Aveondgzitting opb5 Januari. |

Artikel 1

T OPENING. | ‘

Nameus de roepernde Kerk van Launceston opent ReviG.vam Rongen
de wergadering. Hij lecst Pealm 46, luLc zingen Psalm 46:2,53
er gaat voor in gebed.

Artikel 2
OPENINGSWOORD, ‘

In zijm openingswoord ruept Rev.Guvun Rongen dc afgevaardig-
dem een hartelijk welkom tue. UIt het feit dat dit dc derde
Synode vam de Australische Kerken is, constateert de sprcker
dat de samenievingswil omomstotelijk aanwezig is. Sinds de
vorige Synode vam 1956 hebben zich emige veranderingen voo-
gedaan im oms kerkelijkeleven. Deze veranderimgen bBblijken
uit de volgemde feiten:de samenstellinmg van de Symodce bestaat
nu uit 2 predikawten em 4 cuderlimgew, in tegemstelling met
de vorige Syneode, waar 3 van elke kwaliteit vertegenwoordigd
waren. Dit vimdt nomelijk zijm corzeank hierin, dat Rev.Pels
van Armadale inmiddels weer maar Nederland is teruggekecrd,
Het aanmtal predikanten dat op dit meoment in Australid aanwce-
zlg is, bedraagt weer 5, daar de Kerk wan Utrecht-N.W. Rovs
Rlok als leenpredikant voorde duur van cem half jaar aam Amwm-
madalc heeft afgestaamw. Dacr laatstgemeemde predikant cok tor
Symodc aanmwezig is, wordt het deoor dc spreker muttig geacht,
ook voor hem een functic te credren. Door het wegvallem van
de Kerk te Wollongong is het aantal Kerken werminderd tot: 3.
De Kerk te Melbourne, die geinstitucerd werd, tussen dezc cn
de vorige Synode, is immiddels weer verdwencn en bestaat nog
als een rest. ‘ o
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Met behulp van Grickse woordembocken wordt door .de sprc ker
nct gereformeerde hardnekkigheld aangetoond,dat de¢ opmerking
vamr eon predikant in Nederlamd, als zou do weldsc naam "Sy-
node'" woar 2zulk cen vergadering cls deze im twijfel mocten
wcrden getroklken, van elke grond ontbloot ds. Dat wij nu als
oynad ¢ (Sunodos) bijeen zijn s het resultaat vam cen Chris-
telijke levenswandel, ven het zich bBevinden c¢p '"de weg des
Hecren" (chodos). Rij deze gcboden levemswandcl wil de Heero
ons houden. Hect concept-agendum getuigt gelukkig niet, dat
cr ever die levensweg mnmoelilijkheden 2zijm in de vori van
lecrgescehillen, maar dat wi] staamde op dezc weg mogen spre-
ken over dingen die cus als gezamenlijkke Kerken bezighoudacn
Tijdems het sprecken zullen wij dezc cnige, exlusicove, wog‘in
het cog mocten houden,wat vooral cok zal ultkcmen bij de be-
handecling wvan het schrijven van de Reformed Churches.

Dc Hecre make deze Synade getrouw cm te deen wat omschreven:
is in de credentie Bricven,in gebondenheid aan.het Woord van
God, onze Belijdenis on de K.O.

Artikel 3
CREDENTIERPRIBEVEN.
De afigevaardigden van Albany zien de credentiebrieven na.
Alle Kevken zijn wettig vertegonWOOrdlgd d¢ Kerk van Armada-—
le door 2 sceundi.
De volgende afgevaardigden 713n aanwezig:
namens de Kerk te Albany:Rev.P.vanGurp en oud.P.v.d.Stcens
namens de Kerk te Armadale:oud.P.Eijl en oud.d.Zuidema;
namens de¢ Kerk te Launceston:Rev.G.vanRongen en oud.W. Buist.
De afgevaardigden van de Kerk te Armadale kregen, blijkens
hun credentiebrieven, een imstructie mee.

Artikel 4
MODERAMEN,

In het moderamen worden gekozen:
Rev. G.van Rongen, praeses;
Rev. P.van Gurp assessor
oud. W.Buist, le scriba;
oud. P.v.diSteen, 2e scriba.

Artikel 5
~ CONSTITUERING.
De vergadering wordt geconstitueerd.
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Dc pracscs constatccrd, op grond van de credenticbricven,dat
allc afgevanrdigden hun instemming betuigen met dc Dric For—
muliercn van Enighcid.

Artikel 6

T T TADVISEUR.

Dc Synodc besluit Rev.li, J.C.Blok, tijdclijk te Armadalc, tot
adviscur der Symodc te benocmen.

Artilkol 7 |
WERRKWIJZE,
De Synode stelt hacr werkwijze vast. Zi] zal vergadcren:
's morgens 9.3%0 - 12.30 uur;
's middags 2.00 - 5.30 uur;
's avonds 7.00 - 10.00 uur.

Artikel 8

TELEGRAM. .
Dc Synode besluit ccn telegram t¢ zendcn asn de Generalo . Sy-—.
node van de zusterkerken in Nederland ter betoning vamr mede-
leven en ter bemoediging.

Artikel 9
~ AGELDUM VASTSTELLING.
Het agendun wordt vastgesteld. Het luidt aldus:
1.0pening van de vergadering door de praesses van de 'roepen-—
de Kerk" van Launceston.
2.0nderzoek van de credentiebrieven.
3.Verkiczing van het moderamen.
4,Constituering der Synode.
5.Vaststelling van het agendum der Synode.
6.Vaststelling van de werkwiljze der Synode.
7.Behandeling van ingekomen stukken:
a.Voorstellen
A.van de Kerk te Albany over de wijze van bemwoep volgens
arte 31 K.O.3 »
B.van de Rerk te Launceston over de vaststelling van de
Engelsc tekst der K.O.; 7 '
¢ van de Kerk te Taunceston over het aanbevelen van een
"orde van credicnst''; »
D.van de Kerk te TLaunceston over het aanvaarden van defli-
turgische geschrifiten van De Gereformeerdc Kerken in
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Nederland voor onze Kerken; .

B.var de Kewk te Launceston’ ovor'heb'aanbovelon van ccn
Engelse tekst voor genoemde "liturgischc geschrifien"

F.van de Kerk te Launceston over wijziging van.artlkel 1 b
wan de "Huishoudelijke Regeling's

¢c.vanr de Kerk te Launceston over vasistelling van deweris-
gebieden" voor de "arbeid onder de versvrooiden';

H.van de Kerk tc Iaunceston over dc voortzetting van het
ttyerstrooidenwerk' en de wijze daarvans

T.van de Kexk te Launceston over de regeoling van approbe-
ren van beroepens

J.van dc¢ Kerk te Launﬁeston.oveLhCUadV1eg naar ari kel 38
K.0. bij instituering wam Korken;

K.van de Kerk tc Launceston over dé ﬂeﬂellng van het advi-
scren naar de artikelen 76, 77 en 79 K.O0. in tuchtza -
ken;

L,van’de Keuk te LLJncosuoncwer azirvulling van vraag 3-on-
der IT c.van dc visitatie~regeling met:"Wat doet de Ker-
keracd on nicuwc'wverstrooiing', met name vamuit cigen
gemeente, te voorzomen?'; o :

B.Schrijvenr v aon deputaten mamens de Synode Dand ¢ir 0 mg
1957 wan de "Reformed Churches of Australia®,d.d. 5 . Do
cember 1957; :

ce.eventuele anderc ingckomen stuliken.
8. Bchandeling wamr de insitructies.
9. Behandeling wam dc rapporten van:

a.de archicfbewarende Kerle (Armadale); ‘

b.dc Kerk dic belast is met het toezichi op het bewaren: van-
het archicf (Albany); : B
¢.de Synodo-quaestor;

d.dceputaten ad artt. 49 on 79 K. 0.3 :

e.deputaten voor correspondentie met: bultenlandse Kerken:

f.deputaten voor corresnondcntie met de Hoge Overheid;

g.Kerkvisitatorens; Lo

he.deputaten voor ecn PFngels P altcr en do Engelse tekut ‘van
de Drie Formullercn van Enighcid;

i.de Kerken betreffeonde haar'arbeid onder de Werstrooldcn”

10.Controle wan de boeken en bescheiden van de Synodc quacs-
tor, alsmede van de finonciele bescheiden van andcre de-
putaatsehappen.

1l.Vaststelling van dc percentage-cijfers VO@T de omslag van .
de Synode»kostcn ovor de Kerken.



12, Benoeming wam deputaton:
‘asarcicfboewarendc Kerks :
Y. Kerk, die Uelast s met het toczicht op dc bewaring wan
het archief; T
c.Synode-guaston;
d.deputaten ad artt. 49 en 79 K.0.3 B
c¢dtpu”atem!voor corresponderrtic met Builonlandse Kewviceis -
f.deputatem voor correspondentie not dc Hogo Overheid;
g.Kerkw151t1toren-
h. cverrtuele andere deputaten.
13, Aanwijzing wan de recpendc Kork en bopaling vanr pluats emw
tijd voor de eersitvolgenmde Syrodc.
14, Rondvracg moar art.4l K.0.
15.Persoanmlijke rondvmaags.
16.Vaststellimg van de Acta.
17.Vagtsteliing van het persverslag.
18.Cemsuur maar aptikel 43 ¥K.0., zo nodig.
19.51luiting der Synodc.

Artikel 10

TATWIJKING VAN HET AGENDUM.
In werband met de grote belangstelling wit de gemeenﬁo te
AlBany wiijkt de Synede wan de volgorde wan het agendum afe

Artikel 11
" RAPPORTEN "VERSTROOIDENWERK".

Do Kerkew wam ATbany, Armadale en Launcester brengem rappomt
wit over haar arbeid onder de im hunm tocgowezen ge*«ndcn WO
‘nende verstrooide breoeders em zustors. :
Specianl it het witvocrige rapport wam de Kowk wolr Laurcnsn
-tar Blijkt het volgende, R :
Het werk is zwaar ewr tijdmovend jwelen gaan‘voor éc Keﬂklm@n%
loren;voldoende opzicht en tuchit ds ommogelijl; voor ‘hew dic
in versirooiing gaen leven ligt @ grootste aamirckkimgskracht
in New Zealand ow Syduey; dc Reformed Churches blijken grote
‘guigkracht e hebber door haar'plopqganda,alsof im hustralie
alles andors zZou Zijm dan dw Noderland. : :

Uit de bespreking Blijkt nog o.a. het volgemde:.
Br is b} de Gercformcerde Emigratic Stichting geen voarkeun
te bespeurerr Bij het verlenem van Bemiddeling, advdiserecm on
voorlichten voor emigrercm naar Bv. Canada boven Austualies
Alle lef is op 2ijn placts voor dege stichtinmg.



Rev. Blok: geeft de klacht wamr de hcer van Reunssen door, dat
hij te weel algemene beschouwingew en te weinig concrete ge-
gewens over workgelegenheid ontvangt.

Het seleclierem wan gezimnen wit Nederland val umteruf mgei-~
Lijle, zo niet onuitwoerbaar, zijm.

De Kexkeradem im Hollamd blijken vaak voor een woldomgen feit
geplaatst e wardem,als ledem velstaan met een korte medede-
ling dat ze gaam emigmerem err diit deem wlak woow Hum wertrd,
als alles al geregeld is.Benr Kenkoyraad kan eir dan mietsmeen
san doen.

Avrtiltel 12

SCHORSIHNG.
De vergadering wordt geschorst ma dankzegging door br. P.van
der Steen. ‘

Morgengittinmg ap 6 Januari.

CArtikel 13
‘COMITE-GENERAAT.
De Synode vergadert in comite-generaal.

L,

Middagzititing op 6 Jamuari.

Artikel 14

T TELEGRAL
De praeses hemwopemt dc vergadering,cw laat zingemr Psalm 124,
Hij stelt woor het volgemde felegram-naar'de Gencrale Synode.
gehouden te Spakenburg, te verzenden: "Gelijktijdig vergade-
rende Synode Frec Reformed Churches o:E Austrzslia bidt U Gods
zegen tce ower Uw werk terwille van Uw Kerkcer en de Schrif--
‘tuurlijke oecumene. W.Bulst, scriba'.
Dit zal worden verzmomdens

Aantekening, niet Behorende tot de Acthas
Uit eem bericht dn het Gereformecxrd Gezinsbdlad bloLk dat het
wolgende amtwourd-telegram verzonden wemd:
"Synode Spakenburg wenmst wederkerig U Gods Iicht cn leldlng
toe bij Uw arbeid. Hij stelle Uw Kerken tot een zegew voor
haar eomgewings. Vam Bruggem, praeses; Veltman, scriba'.
Dit amtwoord-telegram is door de Synode nmiet owtvangens

: G.varx Re
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Artilel 15

MEDEDELING™N OVER -COMITE-GENERAAL-ZITTING.
De praescs declt mede, dat in comite-gemeraal-zitting enkele
adviesvragen werden beantwoord, Kerkvisitatierapportern wemr
den uitgebracht, alsmede het wrapport van de deputatem ad
artt. 49 en 79 XK.0. ’

srtikel 16
_ VWIJZ% VAN BEROBP VOLGTENS ARTIKEL 31 K.O.

ot voorstel van Albany  kont in behandcling. Dit voorstel

luidt: )

"De Synode besluite:

"Zolang er nog gecn Classes 2zijn gevormd, 2zal de wijze van .

beroep volgens artikcl 31 K.0. als volgt geregeld zijm:

1l.a) de Ker¥en zijn voor dezec zaak verdecld in twee groepern:
die in het Westen en die in het Oaesten;

b) de cerste mogelijkheid wvan beroepis op de zusﬁerkerk(cn)
van dezelfde groep als waartoede klager behoort;de uwit-
spraak van zulkc zusterkerk(en) hecft de kracht van een
Classis-uitspraak;

¢c) twecde mogelijkheid wan beroep is op de Kerken van de
andcre groep; de uitspraak wvan deze Kerken hecft de
kracht wan een uitsprazk encr Particuliere Synode;

d) derde mogelijkheid van beroep is op dc Synodes;

2.Iedcer die in beroep gaat is gehouden daarvan kermis tc go-

ven aan de scriba(e) der vergadering(cn), door welker uit-

spraak hij zich bezwaard acht;

3.Iedcr bezwaarschrift diemtin drievoud te wordem ingediend".

De Synode bosluit: )

"Zolang er nog gecn Classes zijn gewormd, zal de wijze van

beroep volgens artikel 31 X.0. als volgt geregeld zijn:

1,a) dec ecrste mogelijkheid van beroep is op de daarteoe aan-
gewezen zusterkerk; de uitspraak van dcoze Kerk hecft de
kracht van een Classis-uitsprask;

B) twecde mogell jkheid van beroep is op de andere zuster-
kerk;de witspraak van deze XKerk heeft de kracht wam een
vitsprask ener Particulicre Synode;

c) derde mogelijkheid van beroep is op de Synode.

2.Icder die in beroep gaat is gehouden daarvan kennis te ge-

ven aan de scriba der vergadering, door welker uitspraak

hij zich bezwaard acht.

3.Teder bezwaarschrift dient in drievoud te worden ingediend.



-8 -

4,0werigens blijft uitemaard het in artikel 31 K.0. verder
bepaalde van kracht.

5.Voor de Kerk te Albany zal deze zusterkerk die te Armadale
zijn; voor die te Armadale die te Launceston; en voor die
te Launceston die te Albany.

Artikel 17

ENGELSE TEKST KERKENORDENING. .
De Kerk te Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze de
Engelse tekst van de Kerkemordeming vaststelt. 7
De SBynodc stelt de Engelse tekst van de Kerkenordening voor-
lopig vast. De Nederlandse tekst zal authentiek zijn. Zie
bijlage der Acta.

Artikel 18 _
LITURGISCHE GESCHRIFTEN.

De Kerk te Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze uit-
spreke dat The Frec Reformed Churches of Australia de "Ili-
turgische geschriften' wan De Geveformeende Kerkem in Neder-
land als de hare aanvaarden.

Deze geschriften zijn: Christelijke gebeden, formulier woor
de doop vam kindcren,formulicr voor de doop wam Vvolwassernen,
formulier woor het Heilig Awondmaal, formuliew voor de¢ open~
bare belijdenis des. geloofs, formulier des Bans of dow af-
smi jding vanm. de gemecnte,formulier vamwr wederopneming vam af-
gesnedenen in de¢ gemeente,formulier om te bevestigen dc Die-
maren des. Woords, formulier van bevestiging der ocuderlingen
en diakenen, formulier voer het bevestigen van huwelijlken.
De Synode aanvaardt dit voorstel.

Artikel 19
ENGELSE TEKST LITURGISCHE GESCHRIFTEN.

De Kerk te Launceston stelt aam de Synode voor dat deze vif-
spreke: '"De Synode beveclt aan de Kerken voor haar Engelse
diensten aan,gebruik te maken van dé vertaling der "liturgi-
sche geschriften™ in de "Psalter Hymnal. Doctrinal Standards
and Liturgy of the Christian Reformed Church", 3e druk,Grand
Rapids 1934; althans voor zover het betreft de '"Christian
Praycrs'', em de "Form for the Baptism of Infants', "Forn for
the Baptism of Adults', 'Form for the Lord's Supper', "Form
for Bxcommunication","Form for Readmission' cn '"Form for the
Ondination (or:Installation) of Ministcrs of God's Word",%ten
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aanzien var de "Form for the Public Confession of Faith', 'Form
for the Confirmation of the Marricd State beforc the Congre-
gatiom of Christ", en dc"Form for the Ordiration of Eldeors
and Decacons” boveelt zij aan gebruik te maken van de formulie-
ren diec in d¢ Bijlagen van de Acta dezer Synode zijn gegeven',
De Syneade besluit: aan do Kerken aan H#e bevelen voor haar
kerkdienstzn in de Engelse taal gebruikte maken van de verta.-
ling der "liturgische geschrifton"(zie art.18)in dc "Psalter
Hymnal®,met uitzondering van de "TForm for the Public Confes-
sion of Faith", "Form far +the Confirmation of the Married
State beforc the congregation of Christ'",;cn de "Forn for the
Ordiantion of Elders and Deacons'';tcn aanzien wan deze laat-
sten beveelt zij aan gebruik te maken van de¢ formulieren die
in de bijlagen der Acta dezer Synodc zijn gegeven.

WIJZIGING HUISHOUDEZLIJKE REGEING.

De Kerk te Launceston stelt voor Martikel 1 b van dc¢ ter Sy-
node Armadale 1956 aangenomen '"Huishoudclijke Regeling' als
volgt te wijzigen: 'De plaats, waar de Synode gehouden zal
worden, zal in de wregel die zijn, waar dc "roepende Kerk‘ze-
vestigd is'.

De Synode besluit het gedeclte b van dit artikel te laten
vervallen.,

Artilel 21
VOORSTHEL I VAN HET AGENDUM.

De Synodce constateert dot het voorstel onder I van het agen.

duwn door de Kerk te Launceston is terugszenomen.

Artikel 22
ADVIES TEN AANZIBN VAN ARTIKEL 38 XK. 0.

De Kerk te Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze uit-
spreke:

"De Synode besluit inzake het advies ten aanzgien van het "woor
het ecrst op opnieuw oprichten” vam de Kerkeraod, volgens
artikel 38 K.0., dat dit advies, zolang er geen Classes zijn
gevormd, zal gegeven worden door de Kerk, binnenm welker
"werkgehied voor de arbeid onder de verstrooiden" de te in-
stituercn Kerk gelogon is.In goval de bevestiging van de le-
den van de nieuw cop te richten Kerkerand nieh kan geschieden
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door een wettige ambtsdrager, 2zal vooraf het advies van dec
zusterkerken gevraagd worden,door wie de bevestiging zal ge-
schicden'.

De Synade sanvaandt dit voorstel.

Artikel 23 : ,

ADVIES IN TUCHTGEVALLEN NAAR DE ARTT. 76,77,79 K.O.

De Kerk te Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor,dat deze uit-

spreke:

"De Synode besluit +ten aanzien van advies in tuchigewallerr

volgens de artt.76,77 en 79 K.O.:

a.dat elke Kerk dit advies zal wragen van de daartoe aange—~
wezen zusterkerk, met dien verstande dat in plaats van de
in art. 79 genoemde deputaten der Particuliere Synode ad
art. 11 K.0. gevraagd zullen worden de deputaten ad art.49
K.0. 3

b.voor de Kerk te Albany zal deze zusterkerk die te Armadale
zijn; voor die te Armadale die te Launceston; em voor die
te Launceston die te Albany;

c.deze regeling zal van kracht 2zijn totdat Classes zijn ge-
vormd'. '

De Synade aanvaardt dit voorstel.

Artikel 24

RAPPORTEN INZAKE HET SYNODT~ARCIET.
De Synodec neemt kennis van de rapvorten van de archicfbewn-
rende Xerk te Armadale en van de Kerk te Albany,die tocvzichni
heeft op het awchicft. .
De Kerk te Armadale wordt gemachtigd ecn abonnement te ncemen
op'"Una Sancta'voor het archief, vanwege de daarin voorkomen—
de kerkhistorische betekenis hebbende artikilen.
Voorts zal de Kerk te Armadale zich een geschikte bergplaats
in de vorm wamr een kast mogen aanschaffen, voor het opbergen
van het archief. '

Avomdzitting 6 Januari.
Artikel 25

HEROPENING. )
De praeses hercopent de vergadering,en laat zingen Psalm 31:1.
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Artikel 26

ORDE VAN DP ERBDIENST.
D¢ Kerk van Launceston stelt aan de Synode voor dat deze de
volgende'orde vande eredienst'" aam de Kerken aanbevele:

Voor de norgerdienst: Voor de niddagdienst:

Votuni Votun

Zegengroet Zegengroct

Antwoordlied Antwoordlied

Wetslezing Relijdenis des geloofs
Amenlied Amenlied

rehed voor de opening des Woords Gebed voor de cpening des
Schriftlezing Schriftlezing (Woords
Prediking Prediking

Amenlied Amenlicd

Medelingen van de Kerkeraad Mededelingen van de Kerke-
Dienst der offerande Dienst der offerande (raad
Geneecntezang ’ Gemecntezang

Dienst der gebeden Dienst der gebeden
Slotzang Slotzang

Zcgen Zegen

De Synode besluit, na geconstateerd te hebben dat het voor-
stel van Launceston verworpen is, terug te komen op het doowr
de Synode van 1954 beslotene, Acta art. 15, inzake dc orde
van de erediemst, en besluit voorlopig geenm orde van de ere-
diemst aan te bevelen.

Artikel 27 _

T ARBEID ONDER DE VERSTROOIDEN.
De Kerk te¢ Launceston stelt voer, dat de Synede de Kerken
advisere de "werstrooiden! -wasronder wemstaan worden al de-
genen die vanwegede afstand tussen hun woonplaats en de Kexk
in welker'"werkgebied" 2ij wonen niet ter Ferk kunnen konen—
miet meer als leden in het kerkeli jk register in te schrij-
ven, maar met hon correspondentie te onderhoudens em voorts
besluite zij dat overigems het werk zal worden wvoortgezet
naar de ter Synode Armadale 1954 gemaakte regeling,Acta art.
20",
De Synode, kenmis genonen lebbende wan het voorstel van de
Kerk te Launcestoin inzake de arbeid onder de verstrooiden,
overwegende :
l.dat alleen de Korkeraden in staat ziin to¢ booordelun of
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het ziich imr werstrootdiing begeven al of niet werantwoord
is met et oog op de bouw wam de Kerk des Hecren:

2.dat alleen de Kerkeraden de bevoegdheid hebben te beslis—
serr. wie 2i1j wel of niet onder hun opzicht zullen memen,

besluit:

l.terug te komen op het door de Synode van.1954, Acta art.20
sub.2 beslotene inzake het ambtelijk dienen wan de¢ ver-
strooide breeders en zusters;

2.gecn advies te geven aan de Kerkeraden ower de kerkeli jke
positic vamr werstrooidens.

Artikel 28
PERSVERSLAG.
De assessor lecst het persverslag voor.

Artikel 29

SCHORSING,
Na het zingen van Psalm 34 : 4 en dankgebed door Rew.Blok
scharstrde praescs de wergadering.

Morgen- en niddagszitting 7 Januari.

Artikel 30
T COMITE-GENERAAL.
De Synade vergadert in comite-generaal.

Avondzitting 7 Janvari.

Artikel 31
HEROPENING.
De praeses heropentde wergadering,en laat zingen Psalnm 98:1.

Artikel 32

"~ MEDEDELINGEN OVER COMITE-GENERAAT~-ZITTING.

De praeses deelt meC, dat in coumitc~-zitting een gravanen van-
uit een der Kerken iis behandeld, Kerkvisitatierapporten zijn
uitgebracht, een deel van de¢ rondvraag macr artikel 41 X, O.
is gehouden,; en een vraag naar de 1not1tuer1ng van Melbourne
is Beantwoord.
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Artikel 33

SYNODZE-QUAESTOR.
Rapvort wordt uitgebracht doorde afgewaardigden wan Armadale
aangaamde de boeken en bescheiden wam de Synode-quaestor. Al-
les werd in orde bevonden.De Synode-quaestor wordt gedechar—
geerd.

Artikel 34 :
- CORRZSPONDENTIE BUITENLANDSE KERKEN.

Het wapport wvan deputaten voor correspondentie met buiten -
landse Kerken wordt voorgelezen.

De Synodc besluit, inzake de correspondentie met de buiten—
landse Kerken,met de zusterkurken in Nederland en Monte Alle-
gro te blijven correspornderen volgens de rcgels van "Kampen
1951",en met de zusterkerken in Zuid-Afrika en Canada volgens
"Homewood 1954" gewijzigd, zie Acta Armadale 1956, art.bl-2,
De Kerk van Hollamdia heeft opgehouden te bestaan.

Deputaten wordenr onder dank voor het verrichte work gede-
chargecrd. :

Artikel 35

" CORRESPONDENTI® HOGE OVERHEID. _
Raprort wordt uitgebracht door een deputaat voor de correspon-
demtie met de Hoge Overheid; ter tafel is *evens ecn korte
samenvatting in het Engels wan de Drie Formuliercen van Enig-
heid, evembuecl ter toezending aan dec Hoge Overheid. Onder
dank wordt rapnorteur gedechargeerd.

Artikel 36
ENGELSE PSALTER.
BNGELSE TEKST DRIE FORMULIEREN VAN ENIGHTID.
Raprort wordt uitgebracht door de deputaten voor cen Tngelse
Psalter en de Pngelse tekst van deo Drie Formulieren wan Enig-
heid.
Betreffende het voorgestelde -door de deputaten ten aanzien
van een Engelse Psalter, besluit dc Synode dit voorstel te
aanvaarden. ‘
De Synode besluit:
a.opnieuw deputaten te benmoemen voor het samenstellen van of -
adviseren inzake een burdel psalmen en andere liederen uit
de Schrift in de Engelse taal, nazr de richtlijnen en con-
glusies van de deputaten die ter zake door de Synode wan
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1956 warem bermoemd;
Beaarn dezc deputaten op te dragen:
l.zich in werbinding te stellen met dcputaten die door de
Synode Homewood - Carman 1958 van The Canadian Reformed
churches ter zake zijn benoemd;
o.indien niet langs anderc weg een weramtwoord liedercnboek
verkregen wordt,om te zien maar persomen die in staat en
bereid zijn deel te nemen aan het in The Camadian Refor-
med Churches begonnen berijmingswerk.
3.de resultaten van dit werk tem spoedigste te toetsen cn
gan de Kerken het bruikbare door e gevem,zodat onze ge-
meerter daarvarr gebruik kunnen maker voor haar kerkdien-
sten in de Ingelsc taal;
4.van hun werken bCV1nd1ngen rapport te¢ doen aan do \rol—
gende Synode;
c.den Kerken te adviseren de bestaande toestand voorlopig te
continueren doeor voorhands gebruik te maken wvan dc Psalm -
bewerkingen uit de Psalter~Hymnal van de Christian Reformed
Church in de U.S.A., welke gebascerd zijn op de Genecfse
melodic¥r, en deze aan te vullen of te vervangen door de
bewerkingen die onder b.3 zijn bedoeld ,tenzlj lamgs andere
weg cen veranmtwoorde liedercnmbundel venlcregen wordt.
Petreffende het voorstel wan de deputaten ten aanzien vanm
Drie Formulieren van Brnigheld besluit & Synode aan, de Kerken
voor haar kerkdiensten in de Fngelse taal aan te bevelen de
vertaling van dc¢ Drie Formulieren van Enighcid,zoals te vim
den in de "Psalter Hymnal.Doctrinal Standards and Liturgy of
the Christian Reformed Church",3e druk 1934,Grand Rapids, tc
gehruiken totdat hiet mogelijk zal blijken cen eigen uitgave
van het Kerkbock in de Emgelse taal te verzorgen, wasrin een
betere wertaling opgenomen worde, of op andcrev'wijzeféen
betere vertaling ter beschikking komt.
De deputaten worden voor dit gewichtig werk dank gebxacht cn
gedechargecrd. -

Artikel 37

"WERKGEBLETEN" VLRbTROOID.EN—AREEID°
De Kerk te Launceston stelt voor dat de "werkgebleden” voor
de "arbeid onder de verstmooiden" als volgt worden vastge--
steld: I
a.voor de Kerk van Albany: South Australia en het zuidelijk
deel van Western Australia -de verdeéling van W.A. vast te
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stellen im overleg met de Kerk van Avmadake;
bevoor de Kerk van Armadale: Queensland, Northern Tervitory,
Australisch Nileuw Guinea en het noordelijk deel van Western
- Australia - de verdeling vamn W.A. Vast te stellen in over-
leg met de Kerk van Albany;
¢.voor de Kerk van Launceston: Tasmania, New Zealand Victoria
en New South Wales.,
De Synode besluit bovengenoemd voorstel aan te memen, met
dien verstande dat de aangegeven verdeling van de gebieden
allecn als richtlijn geldt. In voorkomende gevallorm zullen
de betrokken Kerkeraden met elkaar in overleg treden.

Artikel 38

TAANVULLING VISITATIE-REGELING.
De Kerk te Launceston stelt voor vrazg 3 onder IT c.van de
visitatie-regeling aan te vullen met: "Wat deet de Kerkeraad
on nieuwe "verstrooling", met mame vanuit eigen gemecnte te
voorkomen? ', ‘
De Synodc besluit de Kerkvisitatie-~megeling aan te vullen metb
de vraag:Ziet de Kerkeraad er op toe dat geen onverantwoorde
verstrooilug plaats vindt?

Artikel 39
T T INSTRUCTIE ARMADALE. o
Behandeld wordt de imstructie die de Kemk van Armadale aan
hacr afgevaardigdenmecgaf. Ze luidt: De Kerkeraad verzoekt
de Synode voor haar deel te doen wat in haar wemogen ligt onm
te komen Telt een EBngelse vertaling van belangrijke Nederiand-
se boekwerken,die ons door mannen Gods zijn nagelaten,cen dile
van grote waawrde zijn voor het beter verstaan wan Schrift en
belijdenis. Dit werk zal meeten worden aangovat in samenwer-
king wet anderc Gereformeerde Keorken in Fngele-sprekende lan--
den. Ons verzoek is, dat de Synode een bricf conciplierc en
richt tot al onze Engels-sprekende zustcvkerker imde wercld,
wacrin deze kerken verzocht wardenhun financiele medcwarklng
te willen verlenen voor het bovengenocmde vertaalwerk. Onze
Razd is van oordeel, dat deze zaak van ceminente Petckenis is
voor de toeckomst onzer Kerken,en dat het daarom,conform ent,
30 K.0.zeker op de weg onzer Synode ligt in deze althans een
initiatief te onderncmen.Onze afgevaardigden zullen deze in-
gtructic nader +toelichten saan de hand vam een brief van de
Ouderen-vereniging hier ter plasire, waar dc Kerkceraad zich
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althans in grote lijnenm achter heeft geplaatst. Mochit onze
Synode ecn ander initiatief prefcreren boven het onze, dan
zullen we ook dat graag ondersteunen, als het werk maar ge-
beurt. '

De Synede stelt vast, dat, hoewel de Synode het grotc belang
van deze zaak inziet, het niet op haar weg ligt in deze zin
Besluiten t¢ nenen.

Artikel 40

SCHRIJVEN RTFORMED CHURCHES.
De Synode besluit, nma bBespreking, ccen commissic te Benoemen,
om eecn concept-amtwoord-schrijven aan de Reformed Churches
op te stellen. Dit zal werden voorgelezen dn de openbare
avondzitting wan Donderdag 8 Januari. '

Artikel 41

T SCHORSING. \

De assessor leest het persverslag voor.

Dc praeses schorst, na het laten zingen van Gezang 9:2,7, en
na dankgebed door br Bulst, dc vergadering.

Morgenzitting 8 Januari.

Artikel 42
) COMITE~GENERAAT,
De Synode vergadert in comite-generaal.

Avondzitting 8 Januari.

Artikel 43
COMITE~GENTRAAT..
De Synode vergadernt in comite-generaal.

Artikel 44 : .
‘ ANTWOORD AAN DEPUTATEN REFORMED CHURCHES.

Nadat de Synode in comite-generaal vergaderd hecft ter vast-

stelling van die gedeelten der Acta, die op zittingen in co-

nite~-generaal betrekking hebben, wordt 1in openbare zitiing

overgegaan tot het vaststellen van het antwoord aan de depu-

tane, benoemd door de Synode Dand criong 1957 van The Refonic?
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churches of Australin. Besloten wordt dit antwoord--schrijven
als bijlage bij dec Acta te voegen.

Artilkel 45 .
77T GRAVAMTY, TEGEN KERKDIENSTEN IN ENGELSE TAAL.
Ingekomen is ecn schrijven van br W, Dekkcr te Mayswater,waarin
hij bezwarcon annvoert tegen het houden van kerkdiensten in
de Pngelse taal door de Kerken te Albany cn te Armadale.
Inzoverre dit schrijven betrekking hecft opde Kerk te Albany
- wordt het niet-ontvankelijk verklaomd.

Voor het overige worden de bezwaren afgeweszen.

Artikel 46
' PERCENTAGE-CIJFERS. - :
D¢ percentage-cijfers voor dé omslag wan dc Synode-kosten
- over de Kerken worden vastgesteld. Deze zullen zijn: Albany
247, Armadale 55%, Launceston 21%. '

AI‘ ulkCl 47
" TTRENOZMING DUPUTATEN.

Dc volgende deputater worden benoemd:

Archiefbewarcnde Kerk: de Kerk te Armadale.

Kerk, dic belast is met het ftoczicht op de bewaring van het
archicf: de Kork te Albany.

Synode-quaestor: J:Van der Ros, P.0. Legana (Tas).

Deputaten ad artt. 49 on 79 K.0.: de Dienaren des Woords, C.
Plug te Albany, J.van Leeuwen te Armadale, . Buist te Laun-
ceston.

Deputaten voor correspondcentie met buitenlandse Kerken:J.van
Dijk, P.de Snoo en J.de Vos te Armadale, en de predikant
van de Kerk te Armadale.

Deputaten voor corrcspondentie met de Hoge Overheid:de prae-

- ses cn de scriba van elke Kerk.

Kerkvisitatoren: de Dienaren des Woords.

Deputaten Engelsc Psalmberijming enz. en Engelse tekst Drie
Formulieren van Enigheid: W.Kulper, Rev.G.van Rongen en J.
Van der Ros, tc Launcecston.

Consulent vanm de¢ Kerk te ‘Armadale: Rev. P.van Gurp.

Artilel 48
INSTRUCTIE DFPUTATEN CORR. BUITENL. KERKEN,
De instructie voor deputaten voor correspondentie met de bui-
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- tenlandse Kerken wordt aldus vastgesteld:
l.de carrespondentie met de zusterkerken inm Nederland em nét
de Kerk te Monte Allegre (Iﬁazilie) te voeren overeenkon-
stig het besluit vam de Synode Kampen 1951 van De Gerefor-
meerde Kerkenm in Nederland, Acta art.105, Beslult sub bs
2.De correspondentic met dc zusternkerken in Canada en Zuid-
Afrikate voeren nagr de richitlijmer wan dc Synode Homewood
1954 'van The Canadian Reformed Churches,met dien verstande
dat ower voorgenonmnen wijziging of uitbouw wan belijdenis,
K.0. en liturgie ondcrling overleg plaats windt, in plaats
van alleen maar informoatie; '
Jeacontvangst enm beantwoording, indien nodig, van alle mis-
siven van buitenlandsc Kerken; die de gezamenlijke Ker~
ken in Australi8 betreffen;
be.mededeling van alles wat ter kennis van de Kerken moet
worden gebracht;
c.mededeling aan de buitenlandsec Kerken, met wie correspn-
dentie gehouden wordt,van.de datum der eerstvolgende Sy-—
node, 3 maanden voor het houden dier Synode;
d.rapport acn de eerstvolgende Synode;
c.twee exemplaren wan dc Acta te zenden aan de buitenland-
se kerken,met welke de Kerken in correspondentie stasn.

Artikel 49

INSTRUCTID DFPUTAn SN ENGELSE TBKST 3 FORMULIEREN.
Do instructie van deputaten Engelse Psalmberijming enz.wordt
in verband met het cerder beslotene (Acta art.36) uitgebreid
met dc opdracht dat zij in verband met het cventucel ter be-
schikking komen van een beterc vertaling van De Drie Formu-
lieren wvan Enigheid dlllgent zullen zijn.

Artikel 50

EERSTVOLGERDE SYNODE.
Als roepende Kerk voor de earstvolgende Synode wordt aange—
wezen de Kerk te Albany. Zc zal gehouden worden te Albany,
en aanvangen in de cerste weeck van de maand. Januari I961.

Artikel 51

" RONDVRAAG NAAR ARmIKEL 41 K.O.
De rondvrazsg naar artikel 41 K.0. wordt gehouden. Er zijn
geen bijzonderhcden. . ) -



- 19 -

CArtikel 52
PERSOONLIJKE RONDVRAAG.
De persoonlijke rondvraag levert niets bijzondcrs op.

Artikel 53
VASTSTELLING DER ACTA.
De Acta dcr Synodc worden vastgesteld.

Artikel 54
T PERSVERSLAG.

Het persverslag wordt vastgesteld. Besloten wordi hetl aan te
bieden aan Una Sancta cn aan het Gereformecrd Gezinsblad.Dit
zal ook geschieden met de tekst van dc brief asn de Reforued

Curches of Australia.

Artikel 55
ARTIXEL 43 K.O.
Censuur naar artikel 43 X.0., is nict nodig.

Artikel 56

7T U SLUISING DER SYNODE

De pracses leest Bfeze 4:1-6,

Daarna spreckt hijeoen slotwoord,wecrin hij allcerecrst diver-
se brocders c¢n zusters dank brengt voor hed werk terwille
van ccn goode garng van zaken verricht.

i stact ook stil bij dc aecrwezaigheid van Rev, . J.C. Blok
als adviscur.

Dacrna overziet hi) het werk dat gedacn is.Het stond in wem-
band met de consolidering van het kerkelijke leven, meb orzo
vositic in Australie, ook ton aanzien van anderen dic gzich
nls kerken des decren aandiencn, cn had betreklting op het
voorkonen wan onverairtwoord Min de verstrooiing' leven.
Alles gtond in verband met de rocping door het Bvangelic tob

3]

het geloof, wacrwan Efcze 4 spreckt. We hebben allew de cne
reeping ontvangen. Staan in de vreugdc van het"dén lichanm is
het,&én Geest,bén Hecre,ddn doop, &&n God en Vader'. De He-
nelvacrtsgaven in de ambtelijke dienst hebben we in dat lichi
te zien., Van de dienst der ambten hebben we nogen hercn dat
hij de gemeenten doet opwassen in Christus.God zegene ook het
waork, dat hier is gedacn en nake het met dc Kerken zo weldet
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ook door onze arbeid cen opwassen in Christus mag worden gec-
constateerd. Hij Iate Zijn aamschijn over U en Uw gemecnten
lichten, en gewe vrede.

De assessor dankt de praeses voor de lemdmng der vergadeﬂlnr
gen. Hij gaat op verzoek van deze voor-in dankzegging on ge-
Bed,nadat gezongen is Pslam 90:9,wacrma de praeses de Synode
Albany 1959 voor gesloten'verklaarﬂ; -

Vastgesteld te Albany, 8 Januari 1959.

Weg+ Rev. G.vam Rongen, praeses;-
W. Buist, le scriba;
P.ved.Steen 2e¢ scribaj
Rew. P.van Gurp, assessar;
Reve M.J.C. Blok, adviseur;
P. Bijl; '

J. Z2uidena.
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) :
D1y A6 E bij Artikel 17

pHURQE:QEQQngﬁbThe Free Reformed Churches of Australia

Article 1:
Far the mnaintainance of good order in the Church of Christ
it 1s nccessary that thewre should be offices, assemblies,
supcrvision of doctrine, sacrancnts and cercnonies, and
Christian disciplinc; of which mattcrs the following oxbti-
cles treat in due order.

0f tThe O ffices

Article 2:

The offices are of four kinds:of the ministers of the Word,
of the doctores, of the elders and of the deacons.

Article 3: ‘ , .

No one, .though he be a doctor, clder of deacon, shall be
“pornittad to enter upon the mnministry of the Word and the
sacranerts without hovinmg been lawfully calles thecreunto.
And when any one does act contrary thercto, and after being
frequently admnonished, does not desist; the Clnassis shall
judge whether he is to be declared a schismatic or is to be
punrished in somne other way.

Article 4:

The lawful celling of those who have not been previously in
office, both in citics and in the country, consistis:

First, in the @1l ec t i on by the council and the dea-
cons, prcceding proyers, with due observance of the regula~
ticms in. local usc or cstablished Dby tite council for +his
purpose, and of the ecclesiastical ordinance,that only tho-
ge can Tor the first time be called to the ninistry of the
Word who have been cxamined preparatorily by the Classis in
which they are liwing; amd furthermore in Churches with no
norc than ome ninister also with the advice of the Classis
or of the counselor appoinmted for this purpose by the Clas-
sis, where this has becn usual hithertos

Sccondly, in the BT xanimation both of doctrime
and life, -which shall be conducted by the ClaSsis, to which
the call must Be subnitted for approwal, and which shall
teke place in the prescnce of the delcgates of the Particu-
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lar Synod or some of thems

Thirdly, imthe Appr obationm and approval by the
members of the calling Church,when the name of the minister
having Been ammounced for two succcssive Sundays, mo lawful
objection arises;

Fimally, din the public O rd i na t i o n in the presence
of the congregation,which shall tlake place with approptiate
stipulations and interrogations,admonitions amd prayers and
imposition of hands by the officiating ninister(and by other
qnministers who are presont), agreeable to the form for that
PUTPOS Ce : :

Article 5:
" Ministers already in the ministry of the Word, who arc cal-

led to another congregation, shall, both in citics and in
the country, be likewise called in the aforesaid nanner by
the counceil and the deacons, with the observance of the re-
gulations,in local use or madc for the purposc by the coun—
¢il, and of the goneral ccclesiestical ordinances for the
cligibility of those who hawve served outside Thc Freec Refor-
ned Churches of Australia and for the repeated calling of
the same minister during the same vacancy; in Churches with
no norc than ane minister also with the advice of the Clas-
sis or of the counsclor appointed for this purposc by the
Classis, wherc this has been usual hitherto; amd furthermo-
re im all Churches with the approbation of the Classis, to
whort the aforesaid miniisters shall show good ecclesiactical
testimonies of doctrinc and 1life, and with the approval of
the members of the calling congregation, when the mame of
the minister having been anmounced for two successive Sun-—
days, no lawful objection arises; whereupon the called mi-
nister shall be installed with the appropriate stipulations
and prayers agrecable to the form for this purpose.

Article 6: : '

No minister shall bBe at 11borty to scrve in institutions of
mercy or otherwise, unless he be previously admitted im ac-
cordance with the preceding articles, and he shall, no less
than others, be subject to the Church-Order.

Article 7:

No one shall be called to the nlnlsury of the Word, without
his being stationed in a particular place,exccpt he be scnt

to gather COngregatlons here and there.



Articlie 8:

Schoalrasters, artisans amd athcr people who have mot pur-
-sued the regular course of study in preparation for the mi-
nistry of the Word, shall not be adunitted to the minmistry
unless there is assurance of their cxceptional gifts:godli-
ness, humility, modesty, common sence, and discretion, dnd
also gifts of public address. When such persons presemt
themselves for the ministry, the Classis (if the Particular
Synodc approve) shall first cxaminc them, and according to
the result of the examination, allow them to proposc priva-
tely for some time, and further deul with them as it shall
dcen edifying, according to the general regulations of the
Churches.

Article 9:

Novices, mass-pricsts, monks, amd others who have lefi some
scect, shall not Be admitted to the mimistry in the Church,
unless with great carcefulness and caution, after they have
been well examined for some time. '
Article 10:

A minister, oncc lawfully called, may not leave the congre-
gation with which he is connected,;to accept a call celsewhe-
re, without the consent of “he council, <together with thc
deacons, and knowledge on the pari of the Classis; likcwisc
no othcr Church may receive him until he has presented o
proper certificate of dismission from the Church and the
Classis where he scrved. '

Article 11. i

On the other hand, thic council, as represcniing the congre-
-gation shall also be bound toprovidce for the proper support
of its ministers and shall not dismiss them from service
without knowledge and apnrobation of the Classis and of the
delegates of the Particular Synod.

Articlle 12:

Since a minister of the Word,once lawfully called as descri-
bed abowve,is bBound to the scrvice of the Church for life,he
is not allowed to cnter upon another state of lifc, except
for great and weighty reasons, of which the Classis .shall
take cognizance and judge; which judgment the Clocsis shall
not express without knowledge and approbation of the delega—
tes of the Particular Synod.

Article 13: _

Ministers who by reason of age, sickncos, or ovheiwise, are
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rendered incapable of performing the duties of their office,
shall nevertheless rvetain the honor and titleof a minister,
and the Church which they hawe served shall provide honora-
‘bly for them (likewise for the orphans and widows of minis—
ters).

Article 14: .

If any minister, for the abovesaid or any other reason, is
compelled to discontinue his scrvice for a time,which shall
not take place without the advice of the council, he shall
nevertheless at all times be and remain subject to the call
of the congregation.

Artiele 15:

No: ome shall Be permitted, neglecting the ministry of his
Church,or being without a fixed charge, to preach indiscri-
minately without the consent and authority of Synod or Clas--
sis. Likewise, no one shall be permitited to preach or admi-
nister the sacramenis in another Church without the consent
of thie council of that Church.

Article 16: '

The office of the minister is to continue in prayer anmd in
the ministry of the Word, +to  dispense the sacraments, to
watch ower his brethren, the elders and deacons, as well as
the congregation, and finally, with the elders, to exercise
Church discipline and to see to it that everything is done
decently amd in good oxden.

Article 17:

Among the ministers of the Word equality shall be maintai-
ned with respect to the duties of their office and also in
other matters as far as possible according to the judgment
of the council,and if necessary,of the Classiss which equa~
lity shall also be maintained in the casc of the elders and
the deacons.

Article 18:

The office of the doctores or professors of theology ds to
expound the Holy Scripture amd to windicate sound doctrimne
against heresics and crrors.

Article 19:;

The Churches shall oxert 'themselves, as far as necessary,
that there may De students of theology,who shall be suppor—
ted By them, .

Article 20:

Propositions may be instituted in Churches, in which therc
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are persons who have, according to Article 8, been judged
competent to be prepared for the ministry of the Word, for

© their own training.

Article 21:

The councils shall see to it everywhere,that there are: good
schoolmasters, who do not only teach the children reading,
writing,languages, and arts, but alsc instruct them in-god-
‘liness and in the Catechism.

Article 22: . :

The elders shall bBe chasen by the judgment of the council
and the deacons, according to the regulations for that pur-
pose in local use or eéstablished by the council.In pursuan-
ce of these regulations, every Church shall be at libexty,
according to its circumstances,to give the members on oppor=-
Ctumity to direct attemtion to suitable persons, in order
that the council may thercupon eithcr prescwt to the congre-
‘gation for clection as many elders as awe needed, that they
‘may, after they are approved by it (unless any obstacle
u1130), Be installed with public prayers and stiputations;
or presert a double numberto the congregation amd thercupon
install the onc-half chosen by it, in the aforcsaid manncr,
agrecably to the form for this purposc.

Article 23: ' -

The office of the eldcrs,in addition to what was said in ar-
ticle 16 to be their duty in commorm with the minister of the
Word, is to take hecd at the ministers, together with their
fellow-clders and the deacons, faithfully discharge btheir
office,and both before amd after the Lord's Supper, as timc
and circumstances may demand, for +the edification of the
Churches, to visit the familiee of the congregatiom, in or—
der particularly to comfort and inmstruct the members and al-
so to exhort ethevs in respect to the Christian rellglon.
Article 24:
The deacons shall be chosen, approved, and installed in the
same manner ag was stalted concerning the eldcrs.

Article 25: _ _
The office peculiar to the deacons is diligently to colleet
alms and other contributions of charity, and after mutual
counscl, ~ faithfully and diligcntly to distribute the samc
to the poor as their needs may requime it; to wisit and
comfort the " distressed and to cxercise care that the alms
are not misused; of which they shall mender an account in
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council, anmd also (if anyone desires to be present) to the
congregation, at such a time as the council may see fit.

Article 26:

In places where others are devoting themselves to the care
of the poor, the deacons shall seek a mutual understanding
with them to the end that the alms may all +the  better be
distrubeted among those who hawe greatest need. -

Article 27:

The elders and deacons shall serve two or more years accor—
ding to- local regulations, and a proportionate number shall
retire each vear. The retiring officers shall be succeeded
by othems. unless the circumstances. and the profit of any
Chunch, im the execution of Articles 22 and 24, vender a
re-election advisable. :

Article 28:

As the office of the Christian Maglstrates is to benefit the
holy ministry of th¢ Gospel in all manners, to recomrend it
to their subjects by their example, amd to extend a helping
hand to the ministers, elders amd deacons in case of any
need, and to protect them by their good regulation, €o are
all miniisters, elders amd -deacons bound to impress upon the
whole congregation diligemtly and sincerely the obediencec,
Towe and reverence, they owe the Magistrates; and shall all
ecclesiastical persoms sct an example to the congregation
in this matter, and seek +to evoke and to prescrve the
-favour of the lMagistrates towards the Churches by means of
proper respect amd correspondence; to this end that, every
orne mutually doing his part. in the_fear7of the Tord, all
suspicion and mistrust may be prévented' and good comfort
to the wellbeing of the Churches may be malntalned.

0Of the Ecclesiastica 1 Assenmnblics

Article 29: ' :
Four kinds of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be maintained:
the council, the Classis, the Particular Synod, and the Ge—
neral ynod. :

Article 30:

In these assemblies ecclesiastical matuors omly shall be
transacted and that in an ecclesiastical manner. In major
assemblies only such matters shall be dealt with as could
not be finished in minor assemblies, or such -as pertaln to
the Churches of the major assembly in common.
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Article 31: :

If any one complains thwtzushas becn wronged by the decision
of a minor assembly, he shall have the right to appeal to
a major ecclesiastical assembly, and whatever may be agreed
upon by a majority vote shall De considered setiled and
binding, unless it be proved to conflict with the Word of
God or with the Articles, recsolved in this General Synod,

as long as those are not changed by another Genfral Synod.

Article 32:

The procecding of all assemblies shall begin by calling
upon the name of God and be closed with thanksgiving.

Article 33:

Thoseé who are delegated to the assemblies shall bring with
them their credentials and instructions, signed by those
sending them,; and they shall have a vote in all matters ex—
cept such as particularly concern their persons or Churches,

Article 34:

In all assemblies there shall Be not only a president, but
also a clerk to keep a faithful record of all important mat-
ters. ‘

Article 35:

" The office of the president is to state and explain the busi-
ness to- be transacted,toc see to it that cveryone observe due
order in speaking,to command the captious and those who are
vehenent in speaking that they be silent; and +to properly
discipline them 1f they refusc to listen. His office shall

~ccase wnen the assembly is dismissed.

Article 36: »

The Classis has the same Jurisdiction over the council as
the Particular Synod has over the Classis and +the General
Synod over the Partlculqr.

Article 37
In all Churches theore shallln.J council composed of the mi-
nistry of the Word and the elders, who at least in larger
congregations,shall,as a rule, mcet once a week. The minis-
ter of the Word(or the ministers,if there be more than one,
in turn) shall preside and regulato the proceodlngs.

Article 38:

In places where the coun01lns'ﬁobe constituted for the first
time or anew, this shall not take place cxcept with the ad-
vicc of the Classis. And wherever the number of elders is
small the deacons may be added +to the consistory by local
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regulation;this shall invariable be the Tule where the nun-
ber is less than thrce.

Article 39:

Places where as yct no council can be ingtituted shall be
placed under the carc of a neighbouring council.

Article 40:

™e deacons shall meet, wherever necessary, covery weck to
transact the business pertaining to their office, calling
upon the mame of God; whereunto +the ministers shall take
good hecd, and, if necessary, they shall Be precent.

Article 41:

The classical mectings shall consist of neighbouring Chur-
ches that respectively delegatc, with proper credentials, a
minister and an elder to meet at such time and place as was
deotermined by the previous classical mecting. Such mectings
shall be held at least once in threc months. In these mec-
tings the ministers shall preside in rotation, or one shall
be chosen by the assembly to preside; however, the same
minister shall not be chosen twice in succession. Further-
more, the president shall, among other things, prescnt the
following questions to cveryone:whether they hold in thoir
Churches their council mcecetings; whether Church discipline
is exercised;whether the poor are cared for and the schools
arc promoted; lastly whether therc is anything whercin thoy
necd the opinion anmd the help of the Classis to the right
institution of their Church.And finally at the last nmecting
beforc the Particular Synod delegates shall be chosen to
attend said Synod. : '

Articlc 42:

Where in a Church there arc more ministers than oney, also
those ot delegated according to the foregoing article shell
have the right to attend the mectings of Classis with advi-
sory vote.

Article 43: ‘

At the close of the classical and other major asscmblies,cen-
sure shall Be axercised over those, who in the mecting have
donc something worthy of punishment,or who have scorned the
admonition of the minor assecmblies.

Article 44:

The Classis sheuld authorize at least two of her oldest,most

experienced and competent ministers o visit all the Churh'
ches, both of the cities and in the country, once a year,
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and to take hecd whether the ministems,councils and school-~
masters faithfully perform all the duties of their office,
adhere to sound dectrine, obscrve in all things the adoptcd
order, and properly promote as much as lies in them,through
word and deced,the upbuilding of the congregation and of the
youth;to the end that they may in time fraternally admonish
those who hawe in anything bBeen negligent, and may by their
advice and assistance help directall things unto the peace,
upbuilding, and greatest profit of the Churches and of the
schools.Bach Classis may continue these visitors. in servicc
as long as it seems fit,except when the visitors themseclves
request to be roleased for weasons of which the Classis
shall judge.

Article 45:

Tt shall bBe the duty of the Church in which the Classis,and
likewisc the Particular or General Synod, meects to furnish
the following meeting with the minutes of the preccding.

Article 46: :

Instructions concerning matters to be considcrced in major
assemblics shall not bewritten until the decisionw of previ-
ous Synods touching these matters have becn read, in order
that what was once dcecided Be not again proposed, unless o
revision be decmed necessary.

Article 47:

Tvery year,or if it neced be oftener,somc neighbouring Clas-
5e8,a8 many s pesgible belonging to the same province,shall
mect 28 a Particular Synod,to which each Classis shall dele-
gate two minigters amd two elders (what mumber alse may bo
placed at three by a Synod, which consists of only threc or
four Classes). At the close of Both the Particular and the
Gencral Synod, some Church shall Be empowered to determinc,
with adviceof Classis,the time and place of the next Synod.

Article 48:

Tach Synod shall Be at liberty to sollicit anmd hold comres-
pondence with its neighbouring Synod or Synods in such man-
ner as they shall judge most conducive to general cdificm-
tion.

Article 49:

Rach Synod shall dclegate some persons to exceute everything
ordaincd by Synod amd shall extend help to the Classes im
all eventual diifficulties, (tothe different interests shall,
as much as possible,separate greoups of delegates be appoin-
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ted),and to supcrvisc all peremptoir cxaminntions of the fu-
ture ministers, at lecast to the number of two or threc, and
all these delegates shall kkecp proper record of all their
actions to report thercof to Synod, and if it be demanded,
give rcasons. They shall also not be discharged from their
. scrvice beforg and until Synod itself dlschqrgeu themn.
- Article 50:
The General Synod shall ordinarily meet every threc years,
“or if it urgently nced be oftener. Pach Particular Synod
shall delegate tTwoministers and two elders to this Synod .
Furthemmore the Church charged with determining the time and
place of the General Synod, if according to the opinion of
at least two Particular Synods it should be convenced inside
of three years, shall determinc the time and place with ad-
vice and approbation of its Particular Synod. '
Article 51:
For the Reformed Chursches of Buropeans in the Netherlands-
Indics the manner of connection with the Churches in our
country shall be regulated by the General Synod.
Article b2:
Omitted.

O0f Doctrincs, Sacranmnecnts and
other Cecremonicecs. '
ArticIle 53:
THe ministers of the Word of God and likcwise tho profes—
sors of theology (which also behooves the other professors
and school teachers) shall subscribe. to The Three Formulas
cof Unity, namely,the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Cat-~
cchism, and the Canons of Dordrccht 1618 - 19, and the minis-
ters of the Word who wefusc to do so shall ce facto be sus-
pendcd from their office by the council or Classis until
they shall have given a full statcment,and if they obstina-
tely persist idn ryefusing, thoy shall Be entircly deposed
from their office. ' :
Article 54:
Likewisc the elders and dcacons, and those who arc admitted
by a Classis ‘as candidates for the rinistry,shall subscribe
to the aforesaid Tormulas of Unity.
Article 559
To ward off false doctrine and errors that multiply exceed—
ingly through heretical writings, the ministers and clders
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shall use the means of teaching, of refutation, of warning,
and of admonitions, as well in the ministry of the Word as
in Christian teaching and family visiting. :

Article 56% o

The Covenant of God shall Be sealed umto the children of
Christians by baptism, as soon as the administration there-
of is feasible, in the public assembly when the WorJ of God
is preached.

Article 57: ,

The ministers shall do their utmost to the end that the fa-
ther present his child for baptism.And in the congregation,
whercin besides the father also witnesses are taken at bap-
tism ( which use, being free in itself, is not changeablc
easily ), it behoves to take such ones who are disposed %o
the sound doctrine and pious of behavior.

Article 58:

In the ceremony of baptism,both of children and adults,thec
ninisters shall usc the reospective forms drawn up for the
adwiniistration of this sacrament. ' ' ‘

Article 59; :
Adults are through baptism incorporated into the Christian
Church and are accepted as members of the Church, and arc
therefore obliged also +to partake of the Lord's Supver,
which they shall promise to do at their baptism.

Article 60: _

The names of +those bapltized, together with those of the
paremts and witnesses, and likewise of the datc of baptism,
shall be recorded.

Article 61:

None shall beadmitted to the Lord's Supper except those who
according to the usage of the Church with which they unite
themselves have made a confession of the Reformed religion
besides being reputed to bBe of & godly walk, without which
those who come from other Churches shall not be admitted.

Article 62:

Bvery. Church shall administer the Lord's Supper in Ssucha,.
manner as it shall judge most conducive to ecdification;pro-
vided, however, that the outward ceremonies as prescribed
in God's Word WBe not changed and all superstition avoided,
and that at the conclusion of the sermon -and the usual pray- .
crs, the fomm for the administration of the Lord's Supper,
together with the prayer for that purpose, shall be read.
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Article 63: ’
The Lord's Supper shall be admlnlstered at least every two
or three months. .
Article 64: ‘ '
The administration of the Lord's Sunpor shall takb placo on-
ly when therpe is supervision of elders,according to the cc-
clesiastical onder amd in a publlo gathorlng of the congre—
gation. '
Article 65: .
Tuneral-sermons and fumeral-scrvices shall not be institu-~
ted. : : '
Article 66:
Trr time of war, pestilence, mational calamitics, and other
great afflictions, the pressure of which is felt throughout
the Churches,it is fittimg that a day of prayer is proclai-
med by the Clq881s which has becn apnointed for that purpo—
setwtm_hthmmudSmmm
Article 67:
The Churchies shall observe, im addition to the Sundﬂy, qlso
Christmas, Paster, Ascension Day amd Pentecost. A4As to the
observance. of the "second festival days' +the Churches are
at libexnty. ' :
Article 68:
The ministers shall or Sunday, ordinarily in the afternoo&-
services, explain briefly the suw of Christian doctrine
comprehended in the Heidelberg Catechism so that as much as
possible the explanation shall be annually completed,acecor—
ding to the divisiom of the Catechilsm itself,of that purpose.
Article 69:
In the Churches the 150 Psalms shall be sung,and tho,hymns,
as maintained and determined for ecclesiastical wusc by the
General Synod of Middelburh, 1933.
Article 70: ,
Since it is proper that the matrimonial state be confirmed
i the prescuce of Christ's Church, according to the form
for that purpose, the councils shall attend. to it.

.0 £ Censure - awmwd Ecclesiastical
Adneoeanition ,
Article T71:

As Chrlstlan diseipline is of a spiritual nature,and ﬂxempts
no' ome from eivil trial or punishment by the authotritios,so
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also Besides civil punishment there is need of ecclesiasti-
cal ccnsures, to reconcile the simner with the Church and
his ncighbour amd to remove the offense out of the Church
of Christ.

Article 72:.

I casc of any ome crrs in doctrine or offend in conduct as
long as the sin is of a private character,not givimg public
offense, the rule cdlazrly prescribed by Christ in Matthew

.18 shall be followed. )

Article 73: ' ,

Secret sins, of which the sinner repents, after being ad-

‘monished by ome persow in private or in the prescnce of two
or three witnesses shall not be laid before the council.

Article T4:

If any one, having been admonished in love concerning a se-
eret sin by two or three persons, does not give hecd, on
otherwise has committed a public sin, +the matter shall be
laid before the council.

Article 75: ) .
The reconciliation of gll such sinms as are of thcir nature
of a public character,or have become public because the ad-
nonition of the Church was dospised, shall take place (upon
sufficient ovidence of repentance) in such a manner as the
council shall deen conducive to the edifiication of cach
Church. Whether in particular cases this shall take place
in public,shall,when there is a difference c¢f opinion about
it in the council, in Churches with ome minister only, be
considered with the advice of two neighbouring Churches.:

Article 76:

Such as obstinately reject the admonition of the council,
and likowise those who have committed a public or otherwisc
gross sin, shall be suspended from the TLord's Supper. And
if he, having been suspended, after repecaited admonitions,
shows no signs of repentence, Thd council shall at last
procecd to the cxtreme remedy, namely, cxcommurrication,
agrceable to the form adopted for that purposc according to
the Word of Gods But no one shall Be cxcommumicated except
with the preceding consent of Classis.

Article 77:

After the suspension from the Tord's table, and subsequent
admonitions, and before procecding to excommunication, the
obstinacy of the sinner shall bBe publicly made known to the
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_congregation, the offence cxplained, together with the care
bestowed upon hin, In reprocf, suspension from the Lord's
Supper, and repeated admonition, and the congregation shall
be cxhorted to speak to hin and to pray for hin. There shall
be three such admonitions.In the first,thc nane of the sip-
ner shall not Be mentioned that he be soncwhat spared. 1In
the second, with the consent of the Classis, his name shall
Be nentionced. In the third,the congregation shall be infor—
med thot (unless he repent) he will be cxcluded fron the
fellowship of the Church, so that his exconnunication, in
cagsc he renains obstinate, may take place with the tacit
approbation of the Church. The interval betweccen the admoni--
tions shall Be left to the discrction.of the council.

Article 78:

Whonever anyone who has bocen excomnunicated, desires to bo-
conc reconciled to the Church 1in the way of penitence, it
shall be announced t: the congregation, either beforc the
celcbration of tho Lord's Suppcr,or at sowme other opportunc
timne,in ordcr that(in as far as no onc can nention anything
against hinm to the cuntrary) he nay with profession of his
conversion be publicly rcinstated,according to the form for
that purpcsc.

Article 79:

Whon the ministers of the IuV1nr Word,elders or doacons,ha~
ve committed any public gross sin, Wthh is a disgrace to
the Church, or worthy of punishnent By thc authoritics, the
eldcers end dcacons shall irmnediately by preceding sentenco
of the council thercof and of the nearest- Church be suspen-—
def . and expelled fron their office, but the mlnlstcru shafl
only Be suspended. Whether thesc shall bBe entirely doposed
from office,shall be subject to the judgnent of the Claseis,
with thc adv1se of the dclegates of the Part:culqr Synod
nentioned in Article 11, :

Article 80
Furthornorc among the gross sins, which are worthy of being
‘punished with suspension or deposition from office, thesc
are the principal ones: false doctrinc and hercsy, public
sehisn, * public bla sphony, sinony, faithless desertion of
office or intrusion utpon that of anod sher,perjury, adultery,
fornication, theft, acts of violcunce, habitual drunkcness,
browllng, filthy lucre, in short, all sins and gross offcn-
scs;  as rcnder the perpetrators infamous bofors the world,
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and which in any privete member of the Church would be con-
sidered worthy of excomnunicatiomn.

Article 81:

Theministers of the Word, elderg and deacons, shall exer'ci-
se Christian censure among themselves and ina friendly spi-
rit admonish one another with wegard to the discharge of
their officc. ‘ '

Article 82:

To those who remove from the congregatiom, a letter of tes-
tinony concerning their professionm and conduct shall be gi-
wen By the council, signed by two, or in the case of testi-
nonies, given under’ﬂhe seal of the Church, signed by one.
Article 83: .

-Furthermnore, to the poor, renoving for sufficient reasons,
so ruuch money for travelling shall be given By the deacors,
as they deen adequate. The council and the.deacons shall ,
however,sec to It that they be mot too much inclined to ro-
lieve their Churches of the poor,with whon they would with-—
out nececssity burden other Churches.

0Of tho Material Matteors ; CONION
ta the Chuwurches
Article 84:
The Churchou, who: assenble in Classes Partloular-Synodu,cnd
General Synods, form altogether as mamy judicial unitics in
view of material matters common to them in Classical,Parti-
cular-Synodic,and Gemeral-Synodic commection., These umitics
arce represcrbed in and outside legal proccedings- both By the
respective Classical, Particular-Synodic, end General-3yno-
dic assemblies,and by the delegates, appointed, instructed,
and discharged by +these assemblics and Bound im all thoir
acts by their instruction.

F inal Articles
Articlc 85:
No Church shall in any way lord It over other Churches, no

minister over other ministers,no eldcr of decacon ower other

elders or deacons.
Article 86:
In won-essentials the foreign Churches,who havc usages dif-
Terent fron ours, shall not be neJected.
Article 87:
‘These articles, rolatlng to the lawful order of the Church,
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ave been so- drafited and adopted By comrorr consent, that
thoy (of the profit of the Churches demand othorwisc) nay
‘amd ought to be qltoned augnented or diminished, However,
no- particular congregat:on Clasgis or Particular Synod,shall
be at liberty to do so, but +they shall show all diligence
in obscrwing then, until otherwise ordaimed By the General
Synod.

(Opmorkingen»vanékaKorkwnulLaunceston,van welke het voor-
stel inzake waststelling van de Engelse tckst dor Kerkcen-
ordening, cn ook een "proefvertaling® afkonstig was:
1l.Aan dezc veortaling ligt ten grondslag do tekst vande

"Church Order'of the Christion Reformed Churches,U.S. A,
kleine uitgawe Psalter Hymnal 1934, Gevolg hicrven is,
dat er gerwinge ofwijkingen g2ijmw van de Nederlandse
tekste De groterc afwijkingen worden hieromdcr apait
verneld. :

" 2.Dc titel is kort gcohouden.Noch dc Dordtsc Synode 1618-

19 noch Iaterec,de K.Q.wijzigendc Synodes,zijn genocernd.
3.In artikel 6 zijn dc "particuliecrc heerlijkheden' enz.
vervangen door dc tekst van CRCh.

4.In artikel 8 gebeurde datzelfde met "dic niet gostu~
decrd hebben',

5.Idcem in artikel 26 net dc "huiszittennecsters' enz.

 6.In artikel 41 zijn ook cnige zinsnedon vervangen door

dic¢ wan de CRCh, nl.™in het scheiden...goedgevonden'en
"(Zo nochtanse...)".

T.Artikel 52 is sinds dc Generale Synodc Kampen 1951 wog-
.govaellen; de oude nwering is echitcer acngehouden, zo-
als-ock .in Nederland het geval is.

8.De doopsforrmulicren zijn inart.58 beschreven nanr CRCh.
9.Henelvaartsdag in artikel 67 is op zijn plants in hot

"kerkelijk jaar" gezet.

10.Artikel 68: '"Heidelberg' ingevoegd.

11.In artikel 73 is weggelaten "der Nedcrlandsc Kerken'",
naar zijn de Dric Formulicren van Bnighcid met nanc
gencend, als in CRCh.

12.CRCh. heeft ons artikel 84 niet,zodat vanaf dat artikd

de nummering tussen onzc K. O. ch die van CRCh nict o-
vercenkont. ) '
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S TJLAGE bij artikel 19

FORM FOR THE PUBLIC CONFESSION OF FATTH

fEelqwed'in Qur'Lord Jeses Christ!

- You hawe appeared here to confess your faith in the pre-
sence of God and His holy Church, iIn order that you may ob-
tain adnittance to the Lord's Supper in that way.

_You arc now requested to answor sincerely the following
‘questions: :

First: Do you declarc that you believe the doctwine con-

tained in the 01ld amd the New Testament ard in the Articles
of the Christian Faith, and taught in the Christian Church
here, to Be the true and conplete doctrine of salvation; and
do you promise by the grace of God stedfastly to continue in
this profession? '
- Second: Do you believe Gad's covenamt promisc, which has
been signified_and sealed umto you in your baptism, and do
you;confess;asking'now'admitfance to the Lord's Supper, that
you ebhor and humble yourself before God Because of your sins,
and that you seck your life not in yourself but only in Je-
“sus Christ the only Savior?

Third: Do you declare that it is your heartfelt desire to
love the Lord and to secrve Hinm according to His Word,to for-
sake the world, %o mortify your old nmature, and to lead a
godly life? - :

Fourth: Do you pronise to subnit to Church adminition and

“discipline, if you -which God may prewemt- should becone de-
linguent either in doctrine or in life?

No~, what is your answer?
Answer: I do.

The God of all grace, Who hath called ue unto: His eter-
nal glory by Christ Jesus,after that ye have suffered a whi-
le, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

To Hin be glory and dominion for ever amd ever. Amen.



- 38 -

FORM FOR THD CONFIRMATION OF THE MARRIED STATE BEFORE THE

CONGREGATION OF CHRIST

Sincc you, Ne— and N.-, have wished to have yuor marriage
confirmed publicly in the Christian Church herc, and no ob-
jection has been nade from the side of the congregation, wc
will now procccdto this confirmation in the name of the Lord.

But heat. beforchand from the Word of God how respectable
the narricd state is, and that it is an ordinance of God,
which pleases Him; why, then, according to His pronisc, He
wants to bless and to assist the married people; on the con-
trary He will judge and punish the whorerongers and adulte-
Ters. '

Firstly you have to know that God, our Father, aftcr He
had .created heaven and carth and all that in then is,created
man in His own inage and after His likeness; and God blessecd
themy,and said unto them: "Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenish the earth, and subdue it: ond have dominion over the
fish of the sea,and over the fowl of the .nir, and over cvery
living thing that mowveth upon the earth". After,then, He had
created man, He said:"It is not geod, that the man should be
alonc; I will make him a help rieect for him. Awmd the LORD God
caused a dcep sleep to fall upon Adan, and he slept: and He
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead there-
of; And the rib, which the LORD God had token from man, nade
He a wonman,and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This
is now bone of ry bomes, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because -she wasg taken out of Man. Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleo-
ve unto his wife; and they shall be ome flesh". And the
apostle Paul speaks of this ordinance of God as of a great
nistery, concerning Christ and the Church. .

S0, then, you shall not doubt that this state pleases God

the Lord; for He, Who has created to Adam his housewife,
brought her unto hin, and gave her to hin as a housewife,
testifies with that, +that He nowadays still brings one's
housewife to everyone as if with His hand.
" Bcecause of that, +then, thc Lord Jesus Christ honoured it
so highly by His presence, gifts and miracles at Cana in Ga-
lilee, to testify that the married state should be kept res—
vectable by cveryvonc.
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However much, then, usually adversity and cross of many
kinds come to the married people because of sin,mevertheless
they may rest assured of the certain help of God in their
cross, and liwe in the confidence,that He wants to cver ren-
der then His assistaunce, even when they expect it least of
all.

, But,in order that you may Iive in this state God-fearing,
you shall, secondly, also know for what purposec God institu-
ted the married state. o ,

Firstly, in order that man amd wife, Jjoined by sineac
lowe, help and assist one amother faithfully in all things,
pertaining to temporal amd cternal fific.

Secondly,in order that by marriage the human race be pro-
pagatéd} and parcnts recar their children, if it pleases God
to give then, to His own honour and to their salvation.

The Gospel, then,admonishes us, that we shall honour this
holy state as an ordinance, which is not based om the  dis-
crction of creatures,but on the pleasure of God,our Crcator.
So that all people, who hawve reached their age, and have not
the gift of comtinence, according to the command of God, are
committed and obliged to marry, according to christian ordi-
nation,with knowledge and will of their parecwbts or guardians,
and to live in this state holy one with aneother, in order
that the temple of God,that means our body, not be polluted,
for when someone desecrates the temple of God, God will vio-
late him.

Thirdly,you shall also know in what manner the on2 has %o

_ bchave toward the other. : 7

Firstly, you, man, shall know that God has put you as a
head of the wife,inorder that you, according  to your abili-
Ty, would lead her wisely,tcach her,cornfort her, and protect
her, just like Christ is the Head, the Wisdbm, the comfort
and the assistance of His Church.You shall nat Be embittercd
against her, but dwecll with her according to prudence,giving
honour unto the wife,as unto the weaker wesscl, and as being
heirs togcether of the grace of life;that your prayers be not
hindereds . And whereas it is the command of God that the man
shall eat bread in the sweat of his face,so yow shall labour
in your Divine ocecunation faithfully and diligently, in or-
der that yow may providc for your family with God and with
fronour, and also besides may have something to distribute to
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the necdy.

Iikewise shall you, woman, krow how you, accordlng to the
Word of God, have to behawe toward your husbard. You shall
love your lawful husband and honour him,also obey him in all
things, which are. right and fair,as your lord, like the body
is submissive to the head, and the congregation is to Christ.
For Adam has becn madc flrst then Eve,asahelp to Adam. And
after e Fall Ged has spoken to Fveland in her person to the
whole fecmale .scx: "Thy desire shall be to thy husband,and he
shall rule over thec'. You shall not resist this ordinan-
cc of God, but rather obey the command. of God and follow the
example of the holy woman who hoped for God and werc subnis-
sive to their husbands. You shall also help your husband in
all good and sincere things, pay good attention to your hou-~
sekecping, and behave in all modesty and virtue without

" worldly pomp, desirous of the incorruptible ornament of a
meak and quiet spirit, which is . in the sight of God of
‘great price, in order that you may give to other people a
good example of modesty.

'I ask you Yo stand up and to anSwer to this question:

N.- and N.-, after we have 1nstructod you on the ordlnwn—
ce of the marricd state by God, and on what has been corman-
ded you therein by Him,dc you testlfy here before the Chris-
tian congregation that you intend sincerely to live in that
manner in this holy state, and do you wish this your marriecd
state be con:[:‘l:r'med‘7

Answer: We do.’

Our Lord God may confirm the intemtion,which He has given
you, ‘amd the beginning of your marriage may be in the Name
of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.

Give the right hand one to another.

To -the bridegroom:) _
N.-« Do you dceclare before God and His holy Church that
--you ‘hawve taken and take as your lawful housewife N.-, hcre
prescent? Do you promise that you will never forsake her;that
.you will love her and maintain her faithfully, like a faith-
ful. and God-fearing mam owe his lawful wife; that youwill
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also live with her in holinest, keeping fidelity to her in
all things, according to the holy Gospel?

Answer: I do.

(To the bride:)

N.-, Do you declare before God and His holy Church that
you have taken and take as your lawful husband N.-,hcre pre-
sent? Do you promisc to love him, to obey him, to scrve him
and to help him, mever Vo forsake him, %o live with him in
holiness,keeping fidelity to him in all things, like a pious
and faithful housewife owes hor lawful husband, according to
+he holy Gospel?

Answer: I do.

The Father of all mercy, Who has called you to this holy
state of marriage by his grace, may join you with right lowve
and fidelity, and may give you His blessing. Amen,

Hear now from the holy Gospel how strong the bond of mar-
riage is, like Matthew describes it (matihew XIX:3-9):

"?The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting Him, and say-
ing unto Him,Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife,for
every causc? And He answered and said unto them, Have ye not
rcad,that He Which made them 2t the beginning made them male
and femele,and said: For this cause shall a wan leave father
" and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain
shall be ome flesh? Wherefore they arc no more twain,but ome
flesh. {hat therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder. They say uwmto Him, Why did Moses thon command
to give a writing of divorcement, amd +to put her away? He
saith umto them,Moses because of the hardness ef your hearts
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning
it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away

‘his wife, except it be for fornication, amd shall marry ano-.

~ther, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is
put away doth commit adultery".

Believe these words of the Lord Christ,and be assured that
our Lord God has joined you in this holy state.Hope perfeci-

1y for the promisc which has been given to the married peo-

ple:”Blessed is cvery onc that feareth the LORD;that walketh

S
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in His ways, For thou shalt eat thc labour of thine hands:
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee'". Tove
another ardently out of a pure heart. Remember, amongst the
many things, which can worry and trouble you, that one thing
is needful, and should appear from your whole conduct, that
you have choscn the good part.Then yax will acceptall things,
which will come 1o you in +this state, with paticnce and
thanksgiving, like from the hand of the Lord, and they also
will befall to you for the best and for salvation.

But because we do not have any good out of ourselves, and
all good gifts come to us from above, from the Fathcr of
lights, so kneel down before thc eyes of the Lord, in order
that the congregation may pray with you and for you.

Almighty God, Thou Which showest Thy goodness and wisdon
in all Thy works and hast spoken from the beginning that it
is not good that man should be alone, Thou hast created him
a help meet for him, and in that way ordained that they who
were two would be one. We pray Thec, will give to this mar—

- ried couple,which Thou hast called to and joined in the holy
married state, Thy Holy Spirit, in ordcr that they may live
in a true amd firm faith accordimg +o Thy Divine will and
resist all evil. Sanctify the bond, which unites thom,in the
fear of Thy Name. Also 1ift up Thy face upon then and lead
ther,;in foul amd fair,in gladness and sadness, by Thy faith-
full Fathcrhand. Grant them Thy blessing as Thou hast bles—
sed the pious fore-fathers,Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Render
them Thy grace, that they, as heirs together of the cove-
nant, which Thou hast ostablished with ‘hose foro-fathers,
nay rear their children, if it pleases Thee to giv: thenm, to
the honour of Thy holy Name, +to the edification of Thy con—
gregation and to the propagatiom of Thy holy Gospel. Will
answer us, Father of all mercy, through Jescs Christ ,Thy be--
loved Sonq Who with Thec and the Holy Spirit, llVLS and
reigns, one true, etermal God, ever praiscd,

Our Father, Which art in heaven,

Hallowed bc Thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be dome on carth,as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our dcbts, as we forgiwe our
» debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but dcliver
us from the ewil one.
For Thine is the Kingdom, and tHe power, and
the glory, for evewr., Amen.

Our belovadLord God may Ffill you with His grace, amd may
give you, that yow im all Godliness, love and unloy nay Tive
together longtimes and holy. Amen.

TORM FOR HZ ORDINATION OF ELLERS AND TEBACONS. FITHER BOTH
AT THE  SAWE  TIME, OR BACH SErARATELY, ACCORDING 10 THE
OCCASION

Belowved Christians,it is knowm to yow that,scveral tiwmes,
wc have propased Ta yow the names of our brethiren, hexc
present, who have been chasen to the office of elders (and
deacons) in this congregation, to learn whether ary pcrson
_had aught to allege, on account of which they should not be
ordained to their office. And whereas no onec has appeared
befoie us who has brought forwawrd anything lawful against
them, we shall therefore, in the MName of the Lord, now pro--
cecd Vo their ordimation.

o this end,;you brethren, who shall be ordained, anmd also
all thos<¢ who awe here present,shall attend to a ohoyt LXPO--
sition from the Word of God of the imstitution and the. office
of the elders (and the deacons).

Conccrning to elders it should Be observed that ths word
elder ~which has becn.taken from the 01ld Testament and means
a persor who has been appointed to a prominent office of
ruling ower other people-- is attributed to -two sorts of per-
sons who scrve in the Church of Jeses Christi;for tle apostle

says: ILet +the elders +that rule wcll be counmted worthy of

double honour, especially +they who labour in the word and -
doctrime. We see¢ ‘there, that there werec in the Apostolic
Church two sorts of elders, whereof +the first laboured in
the word ail doctrine, and the other did not. The first were
the mindisters of the Word and pastors, who pe: hed the Gos-
pel ard aﬂmlnlotbrod the cacramenis; but the oiliens, who did
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not labour in the Word, and newertheless served in the core
gregation,held a special office; namely that they had super-
vision ower the Church, and ruled with the ministcrs of the
Word; far Paul, Romanms 12:8, hawing spoken about the office
of teaching,and also about the office of charity or deacon-
ship,specks after that about this scrvice separately,saying:
he that ruleth,let him do it with diligence. Likewisc at an-
other place he mnewmtions +the government among the gifts and
offices, which God instituted in the congregation.

This sort of office-bearers, then, is to aid and as-
sigt the others, who preach the Gospel, as in the 0ld Tes~
tanemt the comrion. Levites in the serwice of the Tabernacle
were added to the priests, as helpers in which the priest
would r.ot be able to act alone; though those offices always
rennin discriniiriated.. Besides it is proper, that thereare
such nmew addedto the mimisters of the Word as fellow-rulers,
in order that in this way the more bBe averted fron the con-
gregatiom of God ewery tyramny and domination, which nay
break in more easily when the governmert is in the hamds of
one person only, ar of a very few. And thus the ministers of
" the Word and the elders form together a college or socicty,
being the council of the Church, and representing all -the
congregation; +to which the Lord Christ wefers whew He says:
tell it into the Church; which by mo means nay be under—
stood as concerning all members ofthe congregation cvery one
individually, but very cvidently of those who rule the con-
gregatiom by which they hawe been choscon.

The office of the elders, then, is first, to have, toge-
ther with the ministers of the Word, the supervision of the
congregation, which has been comritted to them; to watch di-
ligently whether everyone behave properly in confession and
walk; to adnonish those who behave unedifyingly, and to pre-
vert that the sacraments be profaned,as much as possible; as
alsotonct against the impenitents, according to Chuxrch
dizcipline, amd to we-aceept the penitents into the bosom of
the Church; as dIs apparent not only from the above-maned
sentence of Christ,but also fron some nore amd other senten-
ces of the Holy Scriptures, that those things are not inm the
hands of one or two persons only,but of many persons who ha-
ve been appointed to this end.

Second, since thre apostle conmamds that among the Chris-
tians all things shall be done decently and in order,and nos-
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body should servein the Church of Christ than by lawful cal-
ling, according to the Christiam ordination thereof; so is
also the duty of the elders,to pay attention thercto, amd in
all occurring things which concern the well-being and good
order of the Church, to render assistance to the ministers
of the Word by means of good counsel; yea also to serve all
corrion Christians by advice and coufort.

Third, their office is especially to have supervision of
the doctrine and walk of the ministers of the Word, im or-
der that all things te donc to the edification of the Church,
and that mo strange doctrine be proposed, according to what
we read in Acts 20:29, where the apostle admonishes to watch
diligently against the wolves who may come into the sheep-
fold of Christ. And to do thisrthe elders owe to exanine
God's VWord diligently and topractisc continually considering
the nysteries of faith.

(Concerningthe dencons,we can read about their origin and
ingstitution in The Acts of the Apostles. There we find, that
in the beginming the apo stles themselves ministered unto the .
necdy; at their fect the prices of the things that were sold
were laid down.But since after that therce arcse amurmuring, be-
causc the widows of the Grecians werc neglected in the daily
ninistration, so wcre, by the adnonition of the apostles,
soric rnien chosen who would make the ninistration of the
needy their business proper,in order that the apostles would
give themselves contimually to prayer; amd to the ninistry
of the Word. And this has been maintained in the Church fromn
that tine,as is apparent from Romans 12:8,where the apostle,
speaking about this service, says: he that giveth,let hin do
it with sinplicity. And in another place speaking about
the helps, he means those wheo hawe been appointed in the
congregation to assist the poor and miserable in their need..

Fron these places the officeof the deacons is sufficient-
ly clear; manely, first, that they in all faithfulness and
diligence gather and keep the alns and things given to the
needy; yoa, also are diligent to help ensure that many good
rneans be found to the aid of +the poor. The second part of
their office consists of the distributiom, whereto is essen-
tial not only the gift of distinction and prudence, to spend
the alns only where they are nceded, but also cheerfulness
and simplicity to help the poor with an affected heart and an
affectionate mind, as the apestle requires, Rormans. 12:8, and
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II Cor.9:7. Wherete it is wery proper, that they not only by
means of the extermal gift bBut also By meams of comforting
words from the Word of God render assistance to the poor and
miscrable..)

To the cnd,thereforce, beloved brethren MN.-, that cveryone
nay hear that you arc willing to take upon you the aforecsaid
offiice (or:tho aforesaid respective offices), you shall ans--
wer the following questions:

First: I ask you, elders (and deacons) whether you fecl
in your hearts that you arc lawfully called of God's Church,
and consequently of God Himscelf, 1o this holy office (or: to
these your respective holy offices)?

Scecond: Do you bclieve the Scriptures of the 01ld and the
New Testament to be the only Word of God; and +the complete
doctrine aof salvation, and do you reject all doctrines con-
flicting thercwith?

Third: Do you prorise faithfully to discharge to the ut-—
most of your power your office, as previously described, ac-
cording to the same doctrine; you elders N.-, in the govern-—
nent of the Church, together with the ninisters of the Word;
(and you deacons e~, in the ministration of the poor;) and
do you also ( altogether ) promisc to walk in all godliness,
and to subnit yoursclves, in casc you should becone delin -
quent, to Church admonitions?

N.-, what is your answer?

Answer: Wc do.

Then the minister shall say:

. The Almighty God and Father replenish you all with His
‘grace, that you may faithfully and fruitfully discharge your
office (or:your resoective offices). Amen.

Now tlierefore, you elders, be diligent in the governmert
off the Church which is committed to you jointly with the mi-
nisters of the Word. Be watchmen over the house and the city
of God, so as to adronish everyonc faithfully amd to warnm
him against his destruction. Take heed that purity of doctri-
ne-and gedliness of life be maintained in the congregation
of the Tord.

(And you deacons, be diligent in gathering the 2lr3, pru-
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dent and checrful im distributing them. Come 1o the aid of
the poor; provide for the widows and orphans indeed; do good
urmto all men, especially unto them who are of the household
of faith).

Be (altogether) faithful in your office, and keep the ny-
stery of faith with a pure conscience, beinmg goed leadcrs of
all these people.In that way you shall purchase for yoursel-
ves a good reputation, and great boldmess in the faith which
is in Christ Jesus, amd hereafter emter imto the joy of your
God.

On the other hand, beloved Christians, receive these men
as servants of God. Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honour; giwe heed willingly to: their super—
vision and government. (Provide the deacons with-good means
to the aid of the poor. Do good, you rich, give generously,
and be ready to distribute., And you necdy,be poor in spirit,
and behave to your providers with all respect; be thankful
to then, amd do not murmur. Follow Christ for the mcat of
the soul, aml not for the bread. Let him that stole steal no
more, but rather let him labour, working with his hands the
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that
needeth).

Being thus engaged in your respective callings, each one
of you will receive of ‘the Lord the reward of rightoousncsg.

But since mo manis of himsclf sufficient for any of these
things, let us call upon the Almighty God:

0 Lord and heavenly Father,we -thank Thee that it has plea-
sed Thee, for the greater edification of Thy Church, to or-
dain in #t,besides the minilsters of thec Word, rulers anl as-
sistants, by whom Thy Church may be prescrved in peace and
prosperity,and the needy assistedjard that Thou hast at pre-
semt granted us in this place men who are of good testimony
and endowed with Thy Spirit. We besecch Thee, replenish then
more and more with such gifts as arc necessary for them in
their ministartion: with the gifts of wisdonm,couragz,discre-
tion,(benevolence)to the end that every one may (in his res-
pectiwe office)acquit himself as is becoming -~ the elders in
taking diligemt heed unto doctrime and life, in keeping out
the wolves from the sheepfold of Thy beloved Son,and in adno-
nishing and reproving disorderly persons; ( im like mannerr,
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the deacons in carvefully rcceiving alrns and liberally and
prudently distributing them to the poer, and in comforting
them with Thy Holy Word). Give grace(both)to the clders (and
deacans), that they may persevers in their faithful labour,
and never become weary by reason of any trouble,pain,er per-
secution of the world. Grant especially Thy divine grace to
this people,over whom they are placed,that they may willing-
1y subnmit themselwves to the good exhortations of the elders,
counting them worthy of honour for their work's sake. (Give
unto the rich liberal hearts towards the necdy, and to the
needy grateful hearts towards those whawhelpauﬂ.serv& ther; )
to the emd that,everyome acgui.itting himsclf of his duty, Thy
holy Name may thereby be magnified,” dand the Kingdom of Thy
Son Jesus Christ enlarged,in Whose Namewe conclude our pray-—
ers, saying: ‘

Our Father, Which art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy HNanec.

Thy Kingdon cone.

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our

dcbtors.
Armd lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one.
For Thine is the Klngdon and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen,
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D 151462 bij artikel 44

Synode~1959 van
The Frece Reformed Churches
gf Australia
Albany, 8 Januari 1959.

Aam Deputatew wam de Reformed Churches of
Australia

c/L Reve Prof. Dr Kl. Runia

112 Abecrdeen Strect, Geelong, Vic.

Weleerwaarde en Terwaarde Heeren,:

De Synede van The Frec Reformed Churches of Australia,
gchoudenm tce Albany, W.A., Janwari 1959, ontwing Uw schrijven
van 5 December 1957 ,inhoudende het dringende wverzoek de door
de Keric te Armadalc aangewangen correspondentie voort tezot-
temr en deze ceorrespordentie vanm wecrszljden te maken tot een
gynodale correspondentiec.

Aan het slet vam Uw schrijven spreckt U dc hoop uit,dat
het mag komcn tot ecn samem optrekken in de Naam des Hecren,
ot tot ecn samen aanzitten aam &én Avondnealstafel.

U gaat er in Uw schrijven vanuit dat de rechte Schrif.,
tuurlijke cemheid er nmog niet is, -en dat wij samew met op-
recht verlangen naar deze ecnheid nocten zocken.

Daartogenover moeten wij opmerken; dat in en door de
vrijmaking van 1944 en volgende -jaren juist dic rechte,Schrif--
tuurlijke cenheid is hersteld,en wij willen U opwekken om in
gehoorzzamhelid aan het Woord des Hecrem deze Schriftuurli jke
genheid te erkennen en ook Uwerzijds te belijden.

U hebt gelijk als U schrijft,dat er met Johammes 17 ge-~
sold is, en tot onze spijt meoeten wij comstateren, dat U het
zelf ook doet.De Heiland bad in Zijn hogepriesterlijke gebed
niet om dec cenheid met de leidslieden van Israel, dic op het
punt stonden Hem te kruisigen, noch om eenheid van allen die
zich weliswaar met Zijn naam noemen,naar toch niet van harte
verwerpem alles wat tegew de onfellbare regel Van,Gods Woord
ingaat.

Hij bad nict or: eenheid van alle Israelieten, ap grond
van het feit, dat ze toch allen &dén God, één besnijdeniis en
&é&n pascha en écn Bngbel(dle van ‘het Oudc Testament) dc hun-
ne neecnden.
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Integendecl, Chiistus! roepen tot bekering bracht onder
het: éne bondsvolk verdeeldheid en scheuring, Lucas 12:51-53;
en op de Pinksterdag maakte Hij allen die Hem volgden, vrij
van Isvaels kwade herders, Hand.2:40.

De apostelen hebben wiet anders gedaamw dan hun Meestor:
overal waar Paulus predikte, ontstond verdecldheid, die tot
afscheiding en vrijmaking leidde, en waarim de¢ warc, Schrif-
tuurlijke eenheid van de Kerk hersteld werd. Deze verdecld -
Yieid ondcr het enc bondsvolk,de kinmderen der profetem en des
verbonds (Hand.3:25),was niet tegen Gods wil,maar vrucht van
Zijn omtferning,en ecn concrete verhoring van het hogepries-
terlijke gebed in Joh«l7.

Zo heeftde HEERE ook wat door mensen ten kwade werd ge-
dacht tegende reformatorische herleving in de dertiger Jaren,
ten goede gekeerd in de vrijmaking van velen,waarin de Heere
Christus doorging met de vergadering van Zijn kerk in cnig-
heid des waren geloofs.

De bestaandc scheiding mag alleen opgeheven worden in de
weg van wederkecr tot Hem, en besliste verwerping van mense-
Iijke ordimanticn, die in strijd zijn met het Woord Gods.

Wellicht zult U .opnerken,-dat deze dingen U niet raken,
ondat U als kerken over de zask van de Vrijuaking geen uit-
spraak hebt gedasn. U schrijft imners dat in corwespondentic
staan met een bepaalde kerk allerminst betekent dat men alle
daden in heden en verleden wan zulk een kerk voor elgen re-
kening neemt. :

Maar volgens Uw eigen Acta betekent de correspondentie-
inwengere—zin‘(of ook wel: im ‘de mecst volle zin van het
woord), dat U szulke kerken aanvaardt als ware kerken van
Christus, als echt Gereformeerde Kerken diic de Gereformecrde
belijdenis handhawen.

U  beschouwt dus de¢ zich neenernde Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland,alsook de Christian Reformed Churches of U.S. A
en Canada, als ware kerken van Christus, die de Gereformeer-
de belijdenis handhaven. Vandaar dan ook dat U attestaties
uit beilde genoende kerkengroepen aanvaardt en ook uit die
kerkengroepen predikanten ontvangt. U kunt weten, dat beide
genoende kerkeongroepen de Vrijmaking, die wij als een werk
des Heeren dankbaar erkennen, als revolutie en scheurmaking
bestempelen.U hebt metterdaad de keuze gedaan door deze ker-
kengroepen als ware kerken van Christus aan te memen; wan
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deze kerkengroepemw te verklarem dat zdJ echt Gercformecrdc
kerkerm zijn, die de Gereformeerde belijdemis handhaviens
Dearom,U moogt zich vamr wat hierboven U geschreven werd
imzake de Vrijmakimg niet afmakens
U hebt inzake de wmeformatic wan de kerk ecm keuze ge-
daan; helaas dc¢ werkecrde keus!

Ool kumt U zich nict verschuilen achter de Pewering dat
micmand im Uw kerkem metterdaad "ooit gebondem is boven de
Dric Feormulieren vam Endgheid, om dat U dus de¢ binding hebt
weggedaan.

Wamt is dat laatstce waar? Hebt U dic binding wemwer 1 m
als strijdig met Geds Woord? Of hebt U die hinding aclktenwe
ge gelaten vanwege de pracihjk?

- Dit is ecn bolamgrijk pumt. Tmmers,als U werccliijlk hebt
gezien dat gemeemde bimding strijit wet Gods Woord, hec Ieunt:
U daw toch kcrken die dic binding tol vandaag toe hamdhaﬁon,
maar Blijven crkomnon als waxe kerkew vam Christus, celrt Ge-
reformecrde kerker die de Gerefommecpde belijdemis handhaven
(dit zijn Uw cigem woorden)? Wat voor waawde hecft woor ons
my Uw bewering dat U zich welbewust won dic binding hebt go-
distancieccrd.

Is dat dam nmadig,zuwlt U vragenm. Waavem is Wed wmict vwol-
doerndc dat we de Wimdimg hebbew laten wallen? Waarom macten
we komen Yot cen witspraal dnmzake de Vaijmaking? Wij kunren
toch whict werantwoordelijk gesteld werden voor wail im do go-
Bbordenr korken gebeurd is on gebouwst?

Op dic tegerwerping moeton we ambwoorden, dat de Hecre
vraagt van U &t U zult werwerper alle dingen dic met de om-
feilbars regel vam Gods Woord nict overcemkomen, gelijk ons
d'e apostelen geleerd hebben, zoals U ook zelf zmegt He beliij-
den met artikel 7 Nederlamdse Geloofsbelil jdenis,

B wo verwljzen dan ook naar artikel 29 N.G.B. ,waar als
korte sanernvatltimg vam de merktekencn van de ware kerk womdt
gerwend: 'Kortelijk, 2zo mem zich aanstelt naaw Het zuiverc
Woord Gods, vemwcrpcende alle dimgen die deawtegem zijm, hou»
dende Jezus Chmistus voor het enige Hoofd".

Dit meteen dw antwoord op Uw vraag om Uw korkem te toct-
sen aamw de im art.29 genoomde merktekenen.

*Vexrwerpt U alle dinmgen dic tegem het zuiwere Woord Gods
zijn? Durft U te meggen dat U dat doct terwijl U tegelijker-
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tijd als ware kerkem van Christus orkemt, als cchrt Gerefor-
mecrd e Kerken ‘diic de Gereformeerdc BOllJ\lGJT"‘ Jhamdhaven,ker
kere.die het werk des Hecrem im de Vrijmaking -tegenstaan?

U verwenpt miet wat 2o duidelijk tegen Gods Woord ingant.
U zegt wel dacr newtranl tegenover te staan, masr im fledic
acceptecrt U hot enm hebt U er gemecnschap atn.

Ziet: U mu zelf wel, dat we U niet als ware kecrkern ven
Christus mogem aanmemen-—-de hamttering van de im art.?29 W.G.B.
gengonde maatstaf geeft U zclf het aniwoord op Uw vraag.

Trouwens, is moutraliteit tow opzichie wam het werk des
Hecren mogelijk?0ok teot U Blijft de vwaag klimkerm: wat dunkt
U war den Christus? Gelooft U dat Chris tus de zaken, waaraan
U gemeenschap hebtt, die U bBeschouwt als eow handhaven van de
Gereformecrde Bellgdonls, goedkeurt? Gelooft U dat Christus
zb Zijm Kerk vergadert? U zult. moeten antwoorder op do vrang
af de door ons als eecn gave des Hecronm geprezen reformatie
uit de hemel ds of wit de aarde, dat Is revolutie (zoals do
zich noemende Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland - cchie Gere-
formeerde Kerken, warcen kerkenm van Christus, volgems U - hoct
ZOELEI) «

Wij roepem U op emmst tec maken met die vaagen. VWant als
U blijft welgerem op die wragem e antwoorden, hecft U dm
feite gekmzen. Maar is het dan de.keuze wbdr de gemecnschap
aan de werken der duisternis. en tegn den  Christus dex
Schriften! S

Wij en omze kindcren mogen wel toezien,dat wij Gods be-
wrijdenmd wergaderingswerk niict werstoren. Het verdriet ons
zecrydat U geen oog blijkt tc hebbew voor de bover aangedui=
de twistzaok des Heercn, em dat U danrtegemover de neutralis
teit twacht te bewaren. L

Het is bij onms geem kwestie van hals tarigheid' of” zelf-
wertieffing, of het niiet: z.:nenlv'an de balk dim c,1gen 008s

Dot dc Hecre ons vrijmaalkte, betekwt niet dat wij de
Besten zijm, maar wel dat Hij in de Gereformecrdc Kerken he’t
werk Zijmer Manden wil woortzetten..

Voorts bidden wij, godachtig aon ;'Toxfélcn, die“dolc d'en
Heecre Christus liefhebben im OIlVGI‘dGI‘fGllehG:Ld Teaat hem tot
il | kercn, die U vrezen en die Uw getnigehissen konnen ‘PS«;lm
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Dit gebed docn wij Bij dozen ook als cen oprocp tot we-
derkeer tot Uw kerken uitgaan, met de hartelijke woms dat de
Hecre God Uw harten - moge -ncigen tot dc gehoorzaanmheid aan

Zijm hellig Woord.

Namcns dc Synodc van The Frec Reformed

Churches of Avctralia, Jonuari 1659: . .

‘Ij'('. g i d
We g.
Wels

Wil

I3

Reve G. van Rongen, pracscsg. -7
Rowe F. var Gurp, a830350T;
P. van der dtcen, tuzede sexibas

W. Buist, = ecrste scriba.
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Werkgebiedenr voor de arbeid omder de verstrooiden

(Acta 1959, Art.37)

Kerk vam Armadale (en Australian New Guines)
Kexrk wr Albany

Kerk var Launceston (cn New Zealawd)
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INDEX

op de Acta van de Synodcs

1954, 1956 cn 1959.

Acta~uitgave
Adviies inzake art.38 K.O.

Advics dng.artt.76,77,79 XK.O.

Agcndunm:

1954
Axt.

60
28
30
4

Appel-mogelijkheden(art.31 K. Q.)-

Approbatie berocpen
Bid- crr dankstond
Classisvorming

Correspondentie buiterl.Kerken

Correspondentic Hogec Overheid

Deputaten

Engelse Bijbelvertali g
Engelse Psalter

Engels c tekst Drie Form.veB.
Engelse tekst K.O.

Engelse tekst liturg,geschr.
Engelse wertaling lectuur
Grondslag Kerkverband
Huishoudelil jke regeling
Kerkdiensten Engcelse taa
Kerkenord ening

Liturgische geschrifiten
Naam Kerkwerband

Ordc erediicust
Percentagecijfers omslag
Reformed Churches of Austr.
Stichting Kerkwerband
dynode-archief

Telegram Nederland
Verstrooiden werk

Visitatie
Zending

27

13
41
16
17
17

8,38
48

38,39

11,40

15
33
32
20

29
24

1956 1959
Ars, Art.
65 -
33 22
33 23
5 9
50,52 16
28
20 -
21 -
9,21, 54,48
39,51
48 35
19,58 47
36 -
38 " 36, rapport
38 36,49, rapp.
- 17,bijlage
~ 19,bijlage
- 39
7,50 20
- 45
16,42 - -
- 18
26 -
14,40 26
57 46
- 40,44 ,bijl.
48 24
- 8,14
22,25, 11,27,37
41
30,54 38
34 -
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